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or 



PREFACE 



The design of the Fur, Feather, and Fin Series 
ij? to present monographs, as complete as they 
can possibly be made, on the various English 
birds, beasts, and fishes which are generally in- 
cluded under the head of Game. 

Books on Natural History cover such a vast 
number of subjects that their writers necessarily 
find it impossible to dqal withleach in a really 
comprehensive manner ; and it is not within the 
scope of such works exhaustively to discuss 
the animals described in the light of objects of 
sport. Books on sport, again, seldom treat at 
length of the Natural History of the creatures 
which are shot or otherwise taken ; and, so far 
as the Editor is aware, in no book hitherto 
published on Natural History or Sport has in- 
formation been given as to the best methods of 
turning the contents of the bag to account. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE FULL SNIPE AND HIS COUSINS 

Woodcock and snipe, or snipe and woodcock ? The 
question is, which bird should be given precedence, 
which bird is the more important from the points of 
view of the ornithologist and the sportsman, and, 
one should add, from the point of view of the epi- 
curean ? For the ornithologist, both birds abound in 
interest. Both, though such closely related members 
of the same family, are widely distinct in habits the 
one from the other, and each has habits neither pos- 
sessed by the other nor by any other British bird. 

Of an immense group of familiar birds, a group, 
made up of various distinct families, we can say that 
they have a fixed residence throughout the year ; or, in 
the case of migratory birds, throughout that portion of 
the year which they spend within our islands, that they 
feed in a small radius, that they pair when the spring- 
time comes round and build their nests and carry food 
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to their young till the young are able to fly and feed 
themselves, that they dissolve the matrimonial bond 
w.hep, the .breeding season is over, and then go on 
leading-* IhA' same humdrum, stay-at-home life till 
/• • • :\ r| ;^p*(Jfli£r mating time greets them. We know all about 
these BrrHs, V^ know all about their movements and 
their lives, and how they pass their time and why they 
come and go. Their habits in general are very nearly 
the same. Striking individual peculiarities we find, 
of course. The nightingale sings when other sing- 
ing birds are asleep; the cuckoo lays her egg on 
the ground, and then, taking it in her bill, places it in 
the nest of some small bird, a nest which the young 
cuckoo when hatched quickly makes his own by un- 
ceremoniously ejecting the rightful inhabitants, casting 
them out to certain and speedy death and consuming 
the food that should have been theirs ; the kestrel, 
motionless save for the beating of his wings, hangs 
hovering in the air, scanning the ground for his prey ; 
the heron and the kingfisher rest still as logs for an 
hour at a spell as they watch for their food to come 
near them. Such birds have peculiar and strikingly 
marked habits which differentiate them from all 
others, and make them at once objects of more tha^ 
ordinary interest. So it is with the woodcock and tl 
snipe. But in addition to a peculiarly distinct hat 
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of each of these birds — carrying the young ones in 
the case of the woodcock, and drumming in the case 
of the snipe, habits which no other birds possess — 
we have a further peculiarity common to both of 
them, viz. their uncertainty, or erratic ways, uncer- 
tainty such as we never see displayed by the rest of the 
birds with which we are acquainted. The carrying of 
the young by the woodcock and the drumming of the 
snipe, the points upon which the question of ornitho- 
logical importance seems naturally to turn, may be 
said to make the two birds of equal interest to the 
student of animate nature ; other things being equal, 
or just about equal, we can, from the naturalist's point 
of view, credit neither bird with that which would 
give it precedence before the other. 

From the point of view of the epicurean, a ballot 
would place the woodcock easily first. But is there 
strict justification for giving the snipe only second 
place in this ? If the herring had been the rarest in- 
stead of the very commonest of all the fish we eat, and 
could only be bought at, let us say, the price we give 
for a lobster of respectable dimensions, it is quite 
probable that a Yarmouth bloater would now be 
held by oxax gourmet as the very king offish, just as 
he holds the woodcock to be the very king of birds : 
if the woodcock had been as common as the lark, the 
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kinghood bestowed upon it by the gourmet would 
never have been called into existence — and the self- 
same epicurean would to-day think vastly less of a 
woodcock than of a Yarmouth bloater. Such is the 
nature of man : what is rare and hard to attain, that 
we strive for and value ; upon what may be had 
almost for the asking we set but little store, if indeed 
we do not altogether despise it Is the woodcock 
more worthy of kinghood than the snipe, or has he 
merely gained his position because, while really he is a 
no greater delicacy, he is the very much rarer bird ? — 
is the snipe really less delicious than the 'cock ? 

I doubt it : I think that if a dozen people who had 
never tasted either bird before were asked to decide 
the matter, two would vote for the 'cock as the 
better bird, two for the snipe as the better bird, and 
that the remainder would say there was nothing 
to choose between them. Though our epicurean 
would vote the woodcock into the foremost place, it 
is an open question whether the snipe would not have 
held that place had the relative abundance of the two 
birds been reversed. There is little doubt that appre- 
ciation of the woodcock is to some extent, we will 
say only a very, very small extent if you like, due 
to the fact that, though always by far the rarer bird 
he was much more easily and more often secured f 
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the larder in pre-gunning days than was the snipe. 
The woodcock could then be caught easily, the snipe 
with difficulty. Hence the 'cock was a more or less 
common dish at the tables of the rich at that far-back 
time, while the snipe was an uncommon one, and the 
'cock became the chief of familiar table birds. That 
position he has retained ever since ; and the diner of 
to-day holding the woodcock to be * the very best bird 
that ever did fly,' we must grant the 'cock precedence 
before the snipe in gastronomic respect. 

And from the point of view of the sportsman — 
the most important point of view of all. Here, again 
controversy would be endless. The woodcock is a 
bird comparatively seldom met with, very rarely met 
with throughout the greater part of the British Islands ; 
he is, as we have seen, considered greatly superior 
to every other bird from the point of view of the 
epicurean, a fact which gives him a special value all 
his own in the sportsman's eyes ; he is one of the 
most sporting birds to kill, many say the most sport- 
ing ; the gunner who is fortunate enough to bring a 
'cock to bag while covert-shooting carries the honours 
of the day ; and the average sportsman thinks far 
more of killing a woodcock than of killing any other 
bird whatsoever. Thus, at first glance, it seems as 
though it should be said that the 'cock, from the 
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sportsman's point of view, is of more importance than 
the snipe, even perhaps that he is of more importance 
than any other game bird. Is it right, however, that 
the 'cock should be given precedence here ? To every 
one woodcock killed in the British Islands, how many 
snipe are killed ? Whatever the proportion may be, 
we can only say in the ordinary way of speaking that 
the 'cock is an uncommon bird and the snipe is a 
common one. Woodcock shooting proper is only 
within reach of the favoured few, favoured by wealth 
or locality ; snipe shooting is engaged in by the many, 
for wherever there is low, wet land, there may the 
snipe be found. Where there will be twenty readers 
of these pages who have never the opportunity of 
doing more than killing a ver}' occasional 'cock by the 
covert side, there will be but one who is ever able to 
take part in what may be strictly called woodcock 
shooting ; while there will be but one who is able to 
take part in what may strictly be called woodcock 
shooting, there will be fifty who engage regularly in 
snipe shooting. Therefore, from the point of view 
of sportsmen at large, it is to be taken that the snipe 
is a more important bird than the 'cock. Both birds 
are equal from the ornithologist's point of view ; and 
as the point of view of the epicurean is altogether 
less worthy than that of the sportsman, we will giv 
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precedence to the smaller long-bill and discuss him 
forthwith. 

There are two snipe abundant throughout the 
British Islands, viz. the full snipe, the common snipe, 
the whole snipe or the heather-bleater {Scolopax 
gailinago), and the Jack snipe, the half snipe, or the 
Judcock {Scolopax gailinuia) ; there is one snipe which 
is comparatively a rare bird, viz. the great snipe, the 
double snipe, or the solitary snipe {Scolopax major) \ 
and there are two snipe, viz. the brown snipe, the 
red-breasted snipe, or the grey snipe (Scolopax grisea\ 
and Sabine's snipe or the black snipe (Scolopax 
Sabini)^ which are so rare as visitors to us that only 
occasional specimens have been obtained. 

SABINE'S SNIPE 

It is now generally held by ornithologists that 
Sabine's snipe is not a distinct species, but merely a 
dark variety of the full snipe. The arguments in 
favour of this belief are, that the breeding ground of 
such a bird is unknown and that among the Scolop- 
actdce variations in the tints of plumage are very far 
from rare. Possibly when northern latitudes are more 
thoroughly explored we may prove Sabine's snipe to 
be a true species. It took our antipodean relatives a 
century to discover the breeding place, Japan, of the 
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Australian snipe. If it were really true — and on the 
prime authority of Yarrell the assertion is often made 
and believed — that Sabine's snipe has only twelve 
tail feathers, its individuality as a species would be 
obvious, for it is certainly not at melanism of the jack, 
and both the full snipe and the great snipe have tail 
feathers in excess of this number. To set this matter 
finally at rest I consulted Doctor Bowdler Sharpe, 
who was kind enough to have an examination made 
for me of the specimens classified as Sabine's snipe 
at the South Kensington Museum. The result of this 
examination was that all the birds were found to 
possess fourteen tail feathers, the same number as 
that owned by the full snipe. 

THE BROWN SNIPE 

Perhaps a dozen specimens, perhaps a few more, 
of the brown snipe have been encountered in Eng- 
land : I know no authentic case of its occurrence 
in Scotland or Ireland. It abounds on parts of the 
American coast during the winter, returning to its 
breeding haunts in the extreme north with the advent 
of spring. The bird feeds almost entirely by the sea 
shore. Brown snipe keep in large wisps, and fly in 
close formation like the stint. Upwards of a hundred 
have been killed at a shot by American coast gunners. 
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The length of the brown snipe is about lo^ in. ; 
its weight about 3J oz. Mr. Beverley R. Morris 
describes its summer and winter plumage thus : — 

In the summer, the plumage above is marked with 
black, cut into narrow waves of brownish yellow ; the 
rump and tail coverts are white, the tip of each feather 
marked with a crescent-formed spot of black on the tip, 
and barred diagonally with the same colour ; the tail is 
also white, slightly tinted with rufous, and with all the 
feathers barred with black. Beneath, the throat, neck, 
breast, and flanks are orange brown, each feather tipped 
and barred with black ; these colours gradually disappear 
downwards, and the centre of the belly, with the vent, are 
pure white. In winter the plumage is of a greyish brown 
on the head and neck, deeper on the back and wings, 
and these, in some states, have the feathers edged with 
paler margins. There is a tint of rufous on the breast, 
but the lower part of the chin and belly are white. The 
tail and its coverts are similar in all states, a slightly 
deeper rufous tinge on the former during summer. The 
axillary feathers are white, barred with black ; quills are 
deep hair brown ; shafts of the first broad and white. It 
may be observed that, from the month of April until 
winter, various intermediate states of plumage are passed 
through, often very beautiful. 

The brown snipe has twelve tail feathers. 

THE GREAT SNIPE 

The great snipe is not, I think, quite so rare a 
bird as is often supposed ; for so close is its re- 
semblance to the full snipe, and so accustomed are 
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snipe-shooters to bagging large specimens of the full 
snipe, that there can be little doubt the great snipe 
frequently escapes recognition, unless those through 
whose hands the birds pass are especially on the look- 
out for it. Besides this, a vast number of people who 
engage in snipe shooting are quite unaware of the 
distinction between the two birds. While there are 
many who are ignorant of the existence of the great 
snipe as a separate species, there are not a few who, 
unacquainted with the true distinction, call any extra 
large full snipe a great snipe. On more than one 
occasion I have had my attention drawn by profes- 
sional Norfolk wild-fowlers — who are very good field 
naturalists as a rule — to supposed great snipe which 
proved on examination to be nothing more than large 
full snipe. As an opposite instance, not long ago I 
looked over a selected batch of birds supposed to be 
only heavy specimens of full snipe, and found no 
fewer than three great snipe among their number. A 
fine specimen of the full snipe will weigh as much as 
a small specimen of the great snipe ; the latter bird 
varies in weight to no less degree than the former. 

A description of the plumage of the full snipe 
applies in all material details to the great snipe with 
the exception of the belly and the tail, the other 
differences being so small that in all of them the great 
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snipe may be exactly matched by specimens of the 
full snipe which, as is so often the case, depart in some 
detail or another from the standard shading. These two 
distinctions, those of the tail and the belly, guided by 
which one may infallibly and at once say whether a 
certain bird is a great snipe or a full snipe, are : that 
whereas the belly of the full snipe is pure white that 
of the great snipe is more or less mottled, and that 
while the full snipe has only fourteen feathers in its 
tail the great snipe has sixteen. Proportionately to its 
weight, the great snipe is shorter in the wing than the 
full snipe. Its beak is also slightly shorter. 

The breeding grounds of the great snipe are 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Russia, Germany, and 
Holland. The birds reach us between mid-August 
and early November, and after resting for a shorter or 
longer time continue their southward journey, return- 
ing to their northern haunts in the spring. The large 
majority of our visitors are young birds. I do not 
think there is an authentic instance of a great snipe 
having been shot in our islands later than November. 
Those birds which visit us are stragglers from the 
main body, whose migrating line is eastward of our 
shores. The great snipe flies slowly and heavily, 
and without twisting ; the flights it makes are short, 
like those of the jack — indeed, its habits much more 
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closely resemble those of the jack than those of the 
full snipe. It utters no cry on rising. As one of its ' 
names implies, it is a solitary bird, scarcely ever 
being found in company, and then rarely with more 
than a single companion. 

In parts of Sweden great snipe are very numerous, 
bags of fifty or sixty having been made in a day. I 
fancy the bird is more frequently met with in the 
eastern counties of England than in any other part of 
the kingdom ; and this is only what one would expect. 
It was apparently much more common in Scotland and 
Ireland at onetime than now. The following, penned 
nearly sixty years ago by Major Walker, of Belmont, 
Wexford, is worth quoting, as it records an experience 
quite unheard of at the present day. From the 
writer's description of the bird, there can be no doubt 
at all that the snipe he shot were really great snipe. 

The Solitary Snipe I have at different times shot 
•here is much larger than the Common Snipe ; bill 
shorter ; plumage nearly alike, with the exception ot 
the belly, which in the Common is white, but in the 
Solitary is speckled with gray and brown. It lies 
close, and when flushed makes no cry, flies steadily 
without twisting, and slower than the Common (pro- 
bably from its fatness, and not being a shy bird), and 
pitches again, like the Jack Snipe, after a short flight of 
thirty or forty yards. I never heard a cry from it j but 
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sportsmen abroad have told me it has one, not, however, 
resembling that of the Common Snipe. ... In one 
winter, about fifteen years ago, Solitary Snipes were 
plentiful in the grassy lands of Hayestown, at the foot of 
the mountain of Forth, about four miles from Wexford. 
Every day I shot there, I got three or four birds ; since 
that time the ground has been drained, and all kinds of 
snipe have quitted it ; but I generally get a few elsewhere 
in the course of the winter's shooting in the county of 
Wexford. 

The great snipe usually met with in the British 
Islands, being mostly immature birds, have their 
plumage lighter than that of adults. The males 
average about 7^ oz. in weight ; the females about 
8^ oz. Specimens have beeii killed weighing as much 
as 10 oz. 

The great snipe has never been known to breed 
with us. 

THE JACK SNIPE. 

Coming to the jack snipe, we find ourselves on more 
familiar ground, for the diminutive bird is well known 
to every one whose ways carry him into the haunts of 
snipe. Not that the jack is really so very common. 
Whether we shoot in England, Scotland, Ireland, or 
Wales, we do not perhaps encounter more than three 
or four jack to every hundred full snipe. It is a 
niatter of constant observation that the jack is found in 
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fewer numbers every year. I do not think the total 
of the jack that now visit us in a season is more than 
half that of a season say five and twenty years ago. 
Whether the bird has really decreased in numbers 
must be considered an open question. On my . own 
part I attribute* the decrease in the total of our annual 
immigrants simply to the change of seasons that has 
taken place during recent years : the reason we now 
meet with comparatively so few birds is, not that the 
head of jack in Europe has undergone a diminution, 
but that every year a smaller number consider it neces- 
sary to seek such a genial wintering place as the British 
Islands. The food supply of the jack, as we shall see 
later, is not affected by the weather to the same extent 
as the full snipe's. During the mild and short winters of 
the present day, the jack picks up a comfortable living 
in countries where he could not have existed in the 
time of the old severe winters, and where the full 
snipe cannot exist even «ow. 

The main body of jack reach us between the 
middle of September and the middle of October. It 
is often said that the jack snipe is the pilot of the 
woodcock — that when a jack is seen you may take 
your gun and expect to find a 'cock or two in some 
favoured haunt. This, however, is not correct. 
The autumn fall of woodcock does not take place till 
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from a fortnight to three weeks after the jack have 
b^un to drop into the country. Of course a few 
'cock are killed very early in the season. But there is 
no ground whatever for assuming that these are other 
than home birds; there is no evidence that the 
migrant 'cock have b^un to arrive till we find them 
on the coast, and they have never yet s^ipeared on the 
coast earlier than the first week in October. When 
'cock come in as early as the first week in October, it 
is always during a season in which jack snipe have 
already spread themselves over the country a fortnight 
or so before that time. The jack snipe is the pilot of 
the woodcock in the sense that he reaches us first, but 
a fortnight after his arrival is quite soon enough to 
look for the 'cock that follow him. 

Jack snipe leave us during the end of March and 
the beginning of April, by which time they have be^n 
to assume their summer plumage. 

While there have been certain supposed instances 
of the jack snipe having bred in the British Islands, 
not one of them has ever been satisfactorily proved. 
Nests have been found and those who found them 
have averred that their owners were jack snipe ; but 
actual proof has always been lacking, and until such 
time as a jack is indubitably proved to be connected 
with a supposed jack's nest our minds must remain 
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open on the question as to whether or not the bird 
ever breeds here. The eggs of the jack snipe cannot 
be identified as jack snipe's eggs apart from their 
direct connection with the jack snipe itself. There 
have been various people who have testified to having 
seen jack in the months of June and July, but I think 
I am right in saying that no naturalist of repute has 
encountered the bird at such a season. A few strag- 
glers — most likely birds which have failed to find 
mates — sometimes reach us four or five weeks before 
general migration begins ; when a jack is killed 
early in August there is no ground for assuming that 
the bird passed the summer here. 

The jack snipe breeds throughout Northern 
Europe, and when the winter comes is to be found in 
nearly all the countries visited by the full snipe, 
whose range will be noticed a little further on. 
Wherever in the United Kingdom there is a district 
frequented by the full snipe, there also will the jack 
be found. 

The average weight of the jack snipe is a trifle 
over 2 oz. The bird measures about 8 in. in length. 
The bill is about i^ in. By its small size, its short 
bill, and its dark back, the jack may be distinguished 
at a glance from the full snipe. 

The jack, differing entirely in this respect from the 
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full snipe, is partly a vegetarian. In open weather 
though worms, grubs, small snails and so forth consti- 
tute his principal fare, he never neglects to consume a 
certain quantity of vegetable matter ; in hard weather 
he increases his proportion of vegetable diet to counter- 
balance the deficiency in the available supply of other 
food. It is for this reason that at times, when full 
snipe are starved almost to skeletons, the jack — a 
fact at which people often wonder — remains as 
plump and jolly as ever. In the hardest frost one never 
shoots a jack which shows signs of having suffered 
from privation. Such is instinct : we cannot well 
doubt that if the instinct of the full snipe prompted 
it during a lengthy frost to eat what the jack eats, the 
system of the one bird would assimilate it as well as 
the system of the other, yet the one bird never con- 
ceives the idea of meeting hard times with a make- 
shift diet. The jack will eat various kinds of seeds 
as well as grass, moss, and other herbage. 

A solitary and independent bird is the jack. He 
selects some particular haunt and there he remains 
lonely and self-sufficing. Jack snipe never gather 
into wisps like full snipe : though a dozen jack may 
occupy a small piece of marsh, the movements of any 
one of them are always quite unconnected with the 
movements of any of the others. The attachment 

c 2 



r • 



20 THE SNIPE 



of both jack and full snipe to certain spots will be 
dealt with at due length in the shooting section of the 
book. 

While the full snipe moves like lightning when on 
the wing, the jack snipe's flight is but one degree 
removed from sluggish. The jack seems to have no 
fear, and never to be in a hurry. Rising without a 
sound — the bird is always mute during its sojourn 
here — a jack flits leisurely away and drops again per- 
haps not a hundred yards from where he was flushed. 
I have seen a jack, missed with both barrels, fly a 
distance of a couple of hundred yards or so and then 
turn and settle again within thirty yards of the 
gunner. During the daytime — he does his journey^ 
ings by night — the jack is always a bird of short 
flights. Not that his wing power and staying power 
are anywise lacking, for they carry him huge distances 
at the times of the spring and autumn migrations. It 
is simply that the bird is dull and heavy by day and 
has but little instinctive fear of man, and also pays 
but little heed to the sound of a gun or the whistling 
of shot. 

The close-lying habit of the jack has gained him 
among our neighbours across the Channel the name 
of ' the deaf snipe,' the origin being, of course, that a 
bird which allows itself to be approached so nearly 
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was credited with inability to hear the sound of foot- 
steps. By anyone unfamiliar with its habits, it might 
well be supposed that the bird was really deaf. So 
closely does the jack lie that one may literally almost 
tread upon a bird at times. Jack have often been 
caught with a landing net or a butterfly net when a 
dog has been standing at them. Yarrell mentions a 
case, which I can quite believe, of a jack having 
allowed itself to be picked up by hand before the 
nose of a pointer. 

THE FULL SNIPE 

The full snipe is met with in every part of the 
United Kingdom where it can find conditions suited 
to its tastes. Its haunts are the bog and marsh, the 
sides of the stream or ditch or pond, the meadow with 
the springy bottom, the furrow-drained grass land on 
heavy soils, in fact, any spot where the ground is soft 
enough to be easily probed by the bird's bill and 
where there is water, however little, near at hand. I 
have known snipe in very wet weather congregate on 
ploughed fields in preference to their usual feeding 
grounds. 

Besides being used for drinking — the snipe is a 
thirsty soul — water is required by the bird for the 
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frequent washing of its bill, which quickly becomes 
incrusted with drying earth. When such incrustation 
has taken place, the adhering matter not only inter- 
feres with the passage of the beak into the soil but 
also, no doubt, lessens the delicacy of its sense of 
touch when in the ground. Hence the snipe when 
feeding repairs to the water at frequent intervals for 
the purpose of cleansing its bill. The slime from the 
worms tends to form rapid incrustation. When a 
snipe is feeding by the water, the bird carefully 
washes a worm before swallowing it ; but when feeding 
at any distance from water, he devours the worm as 
it is, taking it by the middle and sucking it through 
compressed mandibles, the pressure eliminating the 
slimy earth, which adheres to the bill and hardens 
rapidly.^ The snipe will spend many minutes cleansing 
his beak after feeding at a distance from water — and he 
usually has a thorough wash and brush up before 

' I have several times known people wonder, both in print 
and verbally, why snipe should show themselves devoted to a 
bare peaty bog where worms could only be comparatively 
few and far between, and scorn rich meadow land not half a 
mile away, where a shallow spit taken anywhere would turn up 
three or four worms. The preference of the birds for the one 
place before the other is due to the respective presence and 
absence of water. Under normal conditions, they find enough 
worms in the peat ; when ravenous after a frost they flock to 
the meadow, but again ignore it when once more fat. 
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resuming his meal. The bird devotes a large share 
of his life to washing. 

I have said, when dealing with the jack, that the 
full snipe never indulges in vegetarian diet. This 
assertion can be challenged on the authority of various 
people who have written on natural history matters. I 
may be wrong ; but until actual proof of the contrary 
comes under my notice, I shall continue in the con- 
viction that the bird never under any circumstances 
feeds upon vegetable matter. During hard weather it 
is rare to find anything at all in a full snipe, and 
when something can be found, that something is only 
grit and a small mollusc or two. In open weather the 
contents of the bird sometimes disclose traces of 
vegetable matter, but the explanation of this I believe 
to be that the matter is not swallowed at first hand by 
the bird but has been already eaten by what the bird 
eats. If the bird took vegetable matter at all we 
should surely expect to find such matter in the crop 
during hard weather ; and this I have never known to 
be found. 

When the full snipe is feeding in earnest, he gives 
attention to nothing but >Yorms, which are his dietetic 
mainstay ; when feeding fugitively, after having for a 
time satisfied his enormous appetite, he will pick up 
almost anything belonging to the smaller animal 
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creation. After worms, he is apparently more partial 
to small mollusca than other things. It is said on 
good authority that even leeches have been found in 
his crop. The snipe's appetite and powers of rapid 
digestion fall but a little way behind those of the 
robin. A full snipe has been known, when kept in 
confinement, to demolish double its own weight of 
worms in a day. 

Almost throughout Northern Europe and Asia, 
the full snipe breeds in enormous numbers. When 
the period of the autumn migration comes round the 
birds begin their southward journey, and in a short 
time spread themselves over the whole of the more 
southern part of Europe, nearly the whole of the 
mainland of Asia, and a large portion of North Africa. 
Their chosen Asian haunts are India and China ; 
their favourite home in Africa is Morocco, while 
Egypt also affords really good snipe shooting. 

Our own migrants from the north begin to reach 
us in small numbers during the second week of 
October. The migration is at its height a week or a 
fortnight later, and ends about the first of December. 
These dates are to be taken as average dates only, for 
the time of the birds' coming is largely ruled by the 
weather. When winter sets in early in the north, 
snipe reach us before their average time, while very 
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Open weather will lead them to defer their journey. 
They leave us again between the middle of February 
and the first few days of March. I have known 
snipe come in over the north Norfolk coast for 
a continuous period of three hours, all the birds 
taking the same line and the majority of them flying 
singly. When they were in parties, these parties 
seldom numbered more than half a dozen head. 
Sometimes as many as ten minutes would elapse 
between the passage of one bird or one party of birds 
and another. The stream ended as suddenly as it 
began. 

Full snipe breed freely in various parts of the 
British Islands. For some years past the number of 
home-breeding birds has been steadily increasing. 
During open winters, those of our home birds which 
leave the country — I believe many of them do so 
however mild the season may be — never stray far 
afield, and return to us in the spring. Thus, given 
a succession of mild winters, the stock of home- 
breeding birds continuously increases. But when 
there comes a really severe winter, the birds are 
driven further and further south, and a large propor- 
tion of them never find their way back, so that the 
home-breeding stock of the following summer is 
largely reduced in numbers. 
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The date of the pairing of snipe is governed by 
the season. They may begin to pair as early as the 
end of January or as late as the latter part of March. 

The nest of the snipe, which is nothing more than 
a cavity in the ground roughly lined with dead grass 
or other herbage and occasionally leaves, is made in 
some dry spot, generally under the shelter of a tuft of 
grass or a patch of furze or heather. Its situation is 
always adjacent to a favourite feeding ground. There 
are rarely more than four eggs, and handsome eggs 
they are. The ground colour varies considerably, 
from buff to pale olive ; the larger end is mottled 
with different shades of brown. The eggs are always 
arranged with their points together in the centre of 
the nest. They are large in proportion to the size of 
the bird, measuring over an inch and a half in length. 
The period of incubation is about sixteen days. It is 
believed that the male bird takes no part in the sitting. 
As young snipe have been found as late as the 
middle of August, it seems as though two broods 
are sometimes raised in the season. 
-> A few hours after they leave the shell, young snipe 

vacate the nest and follow the parent birds as they 
search for food. Sometimes an old snipe will feign 
disablement like a partridge, in order to entice an 
intruder away from the nest or the young. The 
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young birds are able to fly when about four weeks 
old. The Rev. J. G. Wood tells us that the mother 
bird carries her young out of danger, but I have 
never been able to find satisfactory evidence of such 
an occurrence. Probably the statement arose from 
confusion between the snipe and the woodcock. 

It is often said and believed — frequently no doubt 
on the authority of the widely read and ever delight- 
ful * Natural History of Selborne' — that snipe are 
fatter after a few days' frost than at any other time. 
Gilbert White has a quaint theory whereby to 
account for this supposed fact, attributing it to the 
restraining of the bird's perspiration by the de- 
crease in temperature. But as it happens, instead of 
being fatter after a few days' frost, snipe are most 
appreciably thinner ; so long as their feeding grounds 
remain open the birds keep themselves as fat as they 
can possibly be, but, from the day that a check is 
placed upon their food supply, their fat diminishes 
rapidly. Probably some credulous friend or acquain- 
tance believed, just as very many believe to-day, that 
snipe really become fatter after a few days' frost, and 
then White set himself to work to think out an ex- 
planation of this fallacy assumed to be as a fact, 
evolving the aforesaid theory. 

Snipe are at different times very tame and very 
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wild. As this more immediately concerns the sports- 
man, it will be discussed in the part of the book de- 
voted to snipe shooting. 

The snipe is both solitary and gregarious. At times 
we may meet with nothing but single birds or at most 
small parties of two or three or three or four ; at other 
times we may find all the birds in the district gathered 
into large wisps, when they usually bid defiance to 
all efforts on the part of the gunner, being quite un- 
approachable. Sometimes-^looking as though it 
were due to instinct handed down from the days 
when hawks were many and gamekeepers non-existent 
— a wisp on rising will instantly scatter, the birds 
flying in various directions and returning after a while 
to their feeding ground in small parties. On other 
occasions one may find a small area thick with snipe, 
which, instead of acting in concert like a wisp and 
rising together, will spring up singly one after another ; 
half a dozen birds may be feeding only a few yards 
apart, yet each one will be up and off before another 
rises. 

The full snipe is subject to considerable variation 
both in size and plumage. There are small snipe and 
large snipe, light snipe and dark snipe. The average 
weight of a bird is about 4 oz. ; its average length 
about 10^ in. Specimens have -been recorded weigh- 
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ing as little as 30Z. and as much as 8 oz. Pied, 
cream-coloured and pure white snipe have been shot, 
and also birds having a well-formed crest. 

Snipe not only vary in size as to the individual, 
but also as to the batch. With regard to the latter, I 
wrote in the * Badminton Magazine ' for November 
1902 : — 

I think few snipe shooters can have failed to notice 
the occasional large difference in the average size of 
birds killed in the same district. At one time they may 
be all very big birds ; at another they may be all very 
small. There can be little doubt that these different sized 
batches of snipe are migrants from different parts of the 
world ; one lot, for instance, may have come from Hol- 
land, another lot from Sweden. 

Perhaps the finest batch ever obtained was that of 
Colonel Peyton, who, on January 8, 1879, killed twenty 
couple of snipe, which weighed collectively no less 
than 12 lbs., giving an average weight per bird of 
nearly 5 oz. — a highly remarkable bag. I once knew 
eight birds to be killed one after another which 
averaged just 5 oz. in weight. 

At the first touch of sharp frost, snipe leave their 
more open feeding grounds and seek the margin of 
any water not yet affected. When the springs and 
streams freeze and remain frozen for a day or two the 
majority of the birds leave the country. Some make 
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their way to the coast, where they remain and feed for 
a while in company with the small waders ; others hang 
on and on to their inland haunts, picking up a terribly 
scanty living and becoming little better than skeletons. 
Snipe have been known to die in large numbers during 
a protracted frost. It seems odd that these birds, the 
migratory instinct so strong within them, should not 
make a start for a more genial climate with the others 
when hard weather comes in real earnest. Possibly 
they wait on hoping for a change, and then at last find 
themselves too weak to think of undertaking a lengthy 
flight. Snipe regain their flesh almost as rapidly as 
they lose it. Though mere skeletons at the break up 
of a frost, they are as fat as ever a week afterwards. 
They feed voraciously to make up for lost time, and 
find a limitless food supply, for after a frost the worms 
work up almost to the surface of the ground. 

In one habit the full snipe differs diametrically 
from any other bird whose ways it is possible to 
observe closely. While other birds invariably rest with 
their heads to the wind, the snipe invariably does the 
reverse. Why, it is impossible to say. The bird, its 
shanks flat upon the ground and its Jjeak pointing 
downwards and pressed against the breast, poses itself 
in the form of the letter V, the raised fan-like tail 
partly shielding the back from the wind. 



CHAPTER 11 

PECULIARITIES OF THE SNIPE 

* Small wonder is it,' I wrote not long ago, * that a 
bird owning such a prominent feature as the snipe's 
beak should have taken its name from the feature 
in question. Most of the European languages, if 
not all of them, have endowed the snipe with an 
appellative based upon the eminent character of his 
bill, e,g, the French bkassine^ from bee ; the Portuguese 
narseja from nariz ; the German schnepfe from 
schneppen — the last being the prime root of, or having 
perhaps a common prime root with, our own word 
snipe or snite. 

* Our modernised form of the word, pure Anglo- 
Saxon, is snout. On account of the conspicuousness 
of its snite, or snout, the bird became known as the 
snite. Later the t was gradually superseded by the /, 
but the supersession did not become entire till com- 
paratively recent times. It has been said that even 
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less than a century ago the early form of the word, 
snite, was used by the rustics in certain parts of 
England. Lydgate, the Suffolk poet, wrote soon after 
Chaucer's time : — 

All one to thee a falcon and a kyghte, 

As good an owl as a popingaye, 
A dunghill duck as dainty as a snyghte. 

* Shakespeare, writing between a century and a half 
and two centuries later, adopted the more modern 
spelling, when he penned Othello : — 

For I mine own gained knowledge should profane 
If I should time expend with such a snipe. 

* Sir John Harrington, however, contemporary with 
Shakespeare, used the older form. He says in his 

" Epigrams " : — 
He loves your venison, snytes, quails, larks — not you. 

* A very early instance of the substitution of the / 
for the t occurs in the Household Book of the Earl of 
Northumberland for the year 1 5 1 2. The book records 
that snypes were bought at the rate ot threepence 
a dozen. I wish I could buy them at threepence 
a dozen now ! ' 

A rather strange performance, gone through by 
the snipe and not so very rarely witnessed by snipe 
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shooters, requires explanation, namely, the occasional 
apparent use of the bill as a lever on rising. It is 
quite a common thing, according to my own ex- 
perience, to find people who believe implicitly that 
the snipe has the habit of springing from the ground 
on its beak ; otherwise that it often, if not generally — 
I have heard a poaching snipe shooter maintain that 
it does so invariably — puts the tip of its bill on the 
ground and then springs upwards, using the bill much 
as we use a jumping pole. I quite believed this my- 
self in younger days before I ever had the opportunity 
of snipe shooting ; and when, not long after I began 
to burn powder among the long-beaks, I saw a snipe 
apparently execute the feat, I found full justification 
for the faith that was in me. I had with my own eyes 
seen a snipe rise on its bill, thereby receiving visual 
confirmation of all I had heard about the supposed 
habit of the bird. Time, however, set me thinking, 
and when light came to me I wondered at my dense- 
ness In not having already thought out the proper 
explanation, for this appears so simple and natural 
that it is difficult to imagine anyone not seeing through 
it at once. 

One is walking, let us say, by the side of a dyke, 
at the end of which, at right angles, runs another 
dyke. As the end of the first dyke is reached, one 
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comes suddenly on a snipe which had hitherto been 
hidden by the bank of the second dyke. The snipe 
catches sight of you at the same instant that you 
catch sight of the snipe. The bird apparently uses 
its bill as a lever ; it throws up its tail, and seems for 
a moment to balance itself on its bill — and then goes 
off at a mad pace uttering its cry of alarm. Though 
to say that the snipe has the habit of rising on its 
bill is absurd, one has, during the brief time possible 
for observation, unmistakably seen this particular 
bird poised above its bill while the bill touched the 
ground. 

The very simple and natural explanation is, that at 
the moment the snipe caught sight of you and you of 
him, he happened to have his bill thrust deep into 
the soil. Acting instantaneously under the impulse of 
sudden fear, and forgetful of everything else, he sprang 
into the air without fir§t withdrawing his bill from the 
ground ; the consequence being that, while actually on 
the wing, he was held to the earth by the bill. When, 
at close quarters, one comes suddenly on to a snipe 
which chances to have its bill deep in the soil at the 
time, this always happens, for the bird never pauses to 
draw its bill before springing from the ground nor does 
it ever squat when all at once a human being appears in 
sight only a few yards away. Now and again one may 
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see a snipe, held by its bill, turn a complete somer- 
sault ; now and again one may see a bird hang above 
its bill for a second or more before the hold of the 
earth gives way. Everyone who shoots over ditch- 
drained country comes upon a snipe from time to 
time when the bird has its bill in the soil at the 
moment of discerning its pursuer near at hand, and, 
unless quite unobservant in such matters, he cannot 
fail to notice the unrehearsed acrobatic feat in which 
the bird engages. Hence the notion that the snipe 
has the habit of rising on its bill. 

A playful bird is the snipe at times. When a few 
find themselves together on a bright sunny morning 
they will sometimes romp almost like young partridges. 
A Scottish writer said a year or two ago : 

It may be interesting to know that I have seen the 
common snipe, numbers of them, alight on a branch of a 
tree which overhung a very marshy piece of grass-land. 
They repeatedly alighted on the branch and dropped to 
the ground, continuing this for at least three-quarters of 
an hour. 

The snipe is a bird which if taken captive as an 
adult * comes to hand ' much more quickly than 
most others, if not more quickly than members of any 
family other than the finches. It makes, too, a highly 
interesting study when kept in confinement. I^ike 
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nearly all birds which in a state of nature subsist on 
various kinds of insects, the snipe will gradually 
accommodate itself to substitutes for its natural diet 
— and this is certainly a considerable convenience to 
its feeder, for supplying only a single bird with all the 
worms it can eat is a somewhat exacting task, to say 
the least of it. The substitution of other diet for 
worms, however, must be effected gradually, as it is 
some little time before a snipe will take at all kindly 
to unnatural fare. Even when a liking for other food 
has been created, I do not think the bird can ever 
be kept in really good health without a certain small 
number of worms. When first being broken in, it 
will swallow raw tripe cut into narrow strips while 
declining to have anything to do with other kinds 
of flesh. The snipe kept in confinement should be 
pinioned, or, under the influence of sudden fear, it is 
certain, sooner or later, to stun or kill itself against 
the roof of its dwelling. A small cage is quite un- 
suited to a snipe. Unless kept in a roomy aviary 
or allowed plenty of liberty every day, the bird will 
never do well. An unlimited supply of water both for 
drinking and washing is absolutely necessary. When 
once quite tame, the snipe is very tame with those to 
whom it is accustomed, and likes to be fondled by 
them, but generally shows fear of a stranger. The 
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bird delights in basking before a fire or in the rays of 
the sun. 

The following account of a tame snipe, which 
appeared in the * The Field ' some years ago, is worth 
quotation : — 

John Constantius Upham, Esq., of Starcross, Devon, 
has a common snipe which is extremely tame and 
familiar, and answers to the name of Jenny. In Decem- 
ber last she was caught by some boys near the warren, 
and was brought to Mr. Upham in a starving state. She 
was recovered by forcing her to eat some very minute 
pieces of raw mutton. Worms having been procured, 
she soon commenced feeding herself, and eventually 
would follow Mr. Upham round the room for a worm. 
Her bath is a good-sized pie-dish, her salle a manger an 
eight-inch flower-pot, and her amusement probing a 
large damp sod of rushes placed for her fresh every day 
on a good thick piece of brown paper. ... On our enter- 
ing the parlour where she is allowed to run about, she 
evinced no alarm, and presently commenced feeding. 
The upper mandible of a snipe's bill being a little longer 
than the under one, it was with some perseverance and 
some difficulty that she picked up from the carpet a 
worm which was thrown to her. Except when she is 
very hungry, she generally washes the worms before 
eating them. The flower-pot is half full of earth and 
worms ; it is placed on its side. The snipe, when she 
feeds, probes the earth for a worm ; having caught one, 
she carries it to the pie-dish. After carefully washing it, 
she disables the worm by pinching it all over with the 
tip part of her bill ; then she takes it by the middle and 
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throws it back to swallow, in doing which the head of 
the worm is on one side of the bill and the tail on the 
other. The head and tail soon disappear, and the worm 
goes down double, even if it be as thick as a goose-quill. 
The snipe constantly goes in and out of the pie-dish, 
and probes round at its bottom with her bill. She fre- 
quently washes herself, throwing the water over her 
back and flapping and splashing it with her wings, after 
which she comes out of the dish and preens her feathers, 
spreading her tail like a fan, bending it round with great 
flexibility in a curious manner, and keeping it in con- 
stant motion. She is very fond of the fire, and stands 
before it on one leg for hours together. She has on two 
or three occasions exhibited symptoms of impatience at 
confinement by flying against the window ; on the last 
occasion she flew against the ceiling of the room with 
some violence, and came down much hurt, so that the 
feathers of one of her wings have been cut. Mr. Upham 
is getting a place made to collect and store worms ; her 
consumption of them is almost incredible, for she con- 
sumes in twelve hours nearly double her own weight. 
Three sorts of worms she takes, the dew worm, and two 
other small red sorts, the names of which are unknown 
to me ; the brandling, the lobb, the gilt-tail, or indeed 
any worm from a dung heap, she will not touch. She is 
also very fond of snail's eggs, very small young snails, 
woodlice, or small planorbis^ and several other fresh- 
water shells, eating shell and all ; she also picks up 
gravel like other birds. I watched the bird for more 
than an hour, and saw her eat more than twenty worms. 
The pie-dish is a blue one, and as it was thought to be 
not quite deep enough for her, a larger one was searched 
for ; but Starcross could not furnish a larger blue dish. 
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so a yellow one was bought, but she would not go near 
it ; it was even banked up with turf, but it would not do, 
so the old blue pie-dish was brought back to her again. 
Mr. Upham is keeping a diary, and notes down the 
habits and peculiarities he observes in his pet snipe ; he 
much fears she will not survive the ensuing summer. I 
was so much interested that I hope to pay the snipe an- 
other visit very soon. 

A long, long controversy concerning one of the 
peculiarities of the snipe may now be said to have 
passed out of the realm of disputation, except as 
a matter for argument among those to whom the 
evidence on either side is unknown. This is the 
habit of drumming : the controversy was as to whether 
the drumming, or bleating, sound came from the 
bird's vocal organs or whether it was produced by 
other means. 

I do not think anyone hearing a drumming snipe 
for the first time and being unfamiliar with what has 
been said upon the subject would ever for a moment 
doubt that the sound came from the bird's throat. It 
is quite a throat sound, a sound so closely resembling 
the bleating of a lamb or a goat that perhaps an un- 
trained ear could detect no difference at all. It was 
the similarity between the drumming of the snipe and 
the bleating of a goat or a lamb that won for the bird 
its British name of * heather-bleater ' and its French 



40 THE SNIPE 



name of * flying nanny-goat' The goat and the lamb 
emitting from their throats a sound so nearly like the 
drumming of the snipe that anyone may be forgiven 
for mistaking the one for the other, it is but natural 
that people should have maintained through thick 
and thin that the snipe's drumming comes from the 
snipe's throat. Everything but one lends strength to 
the belief. 
V This one thing is, that the snipe never drums save 

when plunging head foremost towards the earth : no 
snipe has ever been heard to drum while resting on 
the ground, no snipe has ever been heard to drum 
while flying upwards or parallel with the earth's 
surface. The bird when flying at a greater or less 
height suddenly swoops obliquely, and as long as the 
swoop lasts the sound of the drumming is given forth. 
This at length led to the supposition that the sound 
was created by the wings and not by the throat, a 
supposition which was widely contested and denied, the 
chief arguments against it being that a sound of such 
a kind could never be produced by the wing vibrations 
of a bird, and that if it could be so produced, no bird 
of anything like the small size of a snipe could 
generate a wing sound of such volume as the snipe's 
drumming. 

At a time when the vexed question was as far as 
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ever from settlement, the Rev. J. G. Wood (to the 
best of my knowledge the first to record such syn- 
chronisation of sounds), wrote : — 

How this sound is produced has long been a con- 
troversy, but I am convinced that it is produced by the 
wings — at all events that it is not from the mouth. 
During a recent stay in the New Forest, I set myself to 
the elucidation of this problem, and in company with 
two friends went towards sunset to an excellent cover 
near a large marsh, in which snipes were almost as 
plentiful as sparrows. From this post we could watch 
the snipes to great advantage, and the birds would come 
circling over our heads, piping and drumming vigorously. 
On several occasions when a snipe was passing over us 
at so low an elevation that his long drooping beak was 
distinctly visible, he stooped directly over our heads and 
uttered his * chic-a, chic-a ! ' simultaneously with the 
drumming, both sounds being distinctly heard at the 
same time. 

Anyone wishing to assure himself by personal 
observation that the snipe utters its cry at the 
same time that it drums can do so, but he should 
know that the simultaneous occurrence of the two 
sounds is very far from common : one may have to 
watch birds for days before hearing it. 

It being certain that the drumming is not pro- 
duced by the snipe's vocal organs, the question is : 
How does the bird produce it? Before entering 
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into this, however, let us first notice how a snipe 
conducts itself when drumming. 

The snipe only drums during the breeding season, 
and then it is only the male bird who does the 
/ drumming. As far as my own observations have 
enabled me to connect a certain male snipe with a 
certain nest, I believe the bird begins to drum about 
a week before the first egg is .laid, and continues 
to drum till about three weeks after the young are 
out of the shell ; but I would not have this taken as 
anything very far removed from guess-work. The 
bird drums more assiduously while the female is 
actually sitting, than at any other time. The snipe 
appears to me to have an ill-defined general rule that 
most of his drumming shall be done during three 
portions of the day ; the first portion beginning soon 
after daylight and lasting for from half an hour to an 
hour, the second portion beginning about one o'clock 
and lasting for from an hour to three hours, and the 
third portion about an hour before sunset and lasting 
till the sun has sunk below the horizon. There are 
many exceptions to this rule, if a rule it be. 

The drumming snipe mounts to a certain height 
and then, while flying horizontally, suddenly takes a 
head-foremost dive obliquely towards the earth. This 
dive — the personal equation has plenty of scope here, 
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and my own conclusions may differ not a little 
from those of others — is never less than eighteen feet 
and never more than about thirty feet. The dive is 
ended by the bird suddenly throwing its body into a 
plane with the" earth. This done, it generally flies 
horizontally for a few yards and then again mounts 
up to the level from which it took its dive. Soon 
after — one might say usually three or four minutes 
after, though the interval may be anything between a 
minute and an hour — the first dive, another dive is 
taken, and so on. * The drumming snipe,' quoting 
myself again, * seems never to tire. Backwards and 
forwards, round and round, now up now down, so he 
continues to amuse himself by the hour. The nearer 
he is to one, the more is his drumming like the bleat- 
ing of a goat or lamb; the further away, the more 
does it resemble an insect's buzz or the vibrations of 
a twanged harp- string. There is an odd effect when 
conditions of atmosphere or of distance are such that 
the sound takes seconds to reach one. One sees the 
bird stoop headlong through the air, one sees him 
recover himself and speed away and upwards again, 
and then, but not till then, the buzzing created by 
his swoop is heard. . . . The volume of sound of 
the drumming of a snipe is not, I fancy, greater in 
proportion to the wing surface than the buzzing of 
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certain insects : increase the area of a blue-bottle's 
wings to that of a snipe's, and I think you would hear 
the buzzing of the mighty blow-fly at quite as lengthy 
a distance as that at which the snipe's drumming 
is audible. ... I have estimated, while watching a 
snipe on the wing, that the drumming is to be heard 
at least three times as far away as the bird's note, 
and I have also estimated that on a clear still 
day the former sound is audible at quite half a 
mile. On such a day when the eye may no longer 
follow the bird the buzzing still reaches the listener's 
ear.' 

And now back to the question as to how the 
sound is produced. The vocal organs having nothing 
to do with the matter, the sound must be created, (i). 
by the tilt of the bird's frame during the swoop, that 
is, by vibrations set up by wings and tail, or one 
or the other, as the consequence of their resistance 
to the air when held at a certain angle to the line of 
descent, (2) by wing action, that is, by vibrations 
aroused by the play of the wings against the air, (3) 
by vibration of the tail feathers, this vibration being 
generated, not by the simple passage of the body 
through the air with the tail feathers held at a certain 
angle to the line of descent, but by the current thrown 
upon the tail by the play of the wings, or (4) by con- 
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tact of the tips of the wing feathers with the outer 
feathers of the tail. 

The first of these finds an advocate in Mr. G. H. 
Storer, F.Z.S. (the original propounder of the theory, 
I believe) who wrote in the ' Badminton Magazine ' 
of June 1899 ; — 

As snipe were plentiful, I spent much time during 
the early summer in studying their habits, and especially 
in trying to satisfy myself as to the means by which the 
male snipe produces the * drumming' or * bleating' which 
one so frequently hears during the breeding season. I 
soon convinced myself that the sound does not proceed 
from the mouth or vocal organs, as it is only produced 
when the bird is gliding through the air, and never, so 
far as my own observations have gone, when perching or 
at rest upon the ground. In this, I think, all observers 
will agree. There remain the wings and tail as possible 
agents in sound production. Now, if the snipe be care- 
fully watched, it will be noticed that after he has soared 
to a considerable height in the air he will suddenly 
begin to descend, with half-closed wings and wide-spread 
tail, in an oblique direction towards the earth. This is 
the moment when the snipe beats his wonderful * drum.* 
The sound does not at all suggest the * whuz ! whuz ! ' 
produced Jjy the vibrating pinion feather of the flying 
swan or the * whirr' of the startled partridge or 
pheasant, as their wings beat the air ; neither is it made 
by clapping the wings back to back like the rising wood 
pigeon, or by striking the sides of the body after the 
manner of the American ruffed grouse. In fact, I do not 
imagine that the wings can in any way be considered 
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the musical instruments. Rather is the apparatus to be 
looked for in the tail. Examine the outer tail feathers of 
a snipe, and you will see at once that the shaft is strong 
and bent like a sabre, and that the outer v/eb is stiff and 
very narrow, whilst the inner web is broad. Pluck out 
one of these feathers and fix it upon a stick. Now move 
the stick quickly, so that the outer web strikes the air 
obliquely as did the tail of the bird in life, and you will 
obtain a good if not very powerful imitation of the snipe's 
bleat. 

Mr. Storer — I am sure he will not mind criticism 
in connection with a subject, bird life, in our know- 
ledge with regard to which he is so keenly interested- 
hits upon a hitherto unsuspected probable agent in 
the production of the drumming of the snipe, but 
in doing so he misses the essential point. There is no 
doubt, as Mr. Storer says so, * that a good, if not 
very powerful imitation of the snipe's bleat,' may be 
obtained if the feather be mounted on a stick and the 
stick moved quickly : and from this we may infer that 
if the entire tail of a snipe were dried in the spread 
position in which the drumming snipe holds it and 
were similarly mounted on a stick and the stick moved 
quickly through the air, an equally good imitation and 
a more powerful one would be afforded. But how 
quickly must the feather on the stick be moved 
through the air tx) produce the drumming sound, and 
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how quickly does the snipe stoop through the air 
while drumming? 

Instead of swooping at high speed, the drumming 
snipe — the personal equation again here, please — does 
not exceed in his pace the initial pull of gravitation 
(16 ft. in the first second I believe is correct) by more 
than three to one ; otherwise the bird does not descend 
at a greater speed than something like 50 ft. per 
second. I have had no opportunity of observing a 
drumming snipe for nearly a year, but sitting in my 
chair and imagining that I see a bird in its descent, I 
find myself doubting whether the pull of gravitation is 
ever exceeded by more than two to one. Be this as 
it may, we will say that the swooping pace of the 
drumming snipe is 50 ft. per second, and in saying so 
we may feel pretty confident that we are over-estimating 
the pace. The drumming of the snipe, from the 
moment the bird stoops till the moment it recovers 
itself, lasts just about a second, under rather than over, 
so that, according to our estimate of speed, the dive 
is a dive of about 50 ft., though, as I have said, I 
consider 30 ft. to be the limit length of a dive. 

Now let us take the first handy object — it matters 
not whether it is a pound weight or a pen-wiper — and 
hold it at arm's length, and then let it fall to the ground, 
fixing the speed of the fall in our minds and estimating 
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what treble this speed will be, viz. about 50 ft. per 
second. After this, let us try what sound can be 
aroused by moving the feather on the stick through 
the air at our estimated 50 ft. per second velocity. 
None ; we must multiply 50 ft. per second several 
times before we can extract even a faint sound from 
the passage of the feather through the air. Thus we 
find that if the tail feathers of the snipe play a part in 
the production of the drumming they do not do so by 
their simple passage through the air as the snipe dives, 
and we are compelled to abandon the theory that the 
sound might be created *by the tilt of the bird's 
frame J during the swoop, that is, by vibrations set up 
by wings and tail, or one or the other, as a cow- 
sequence of their resistance to the air when held at a 
certain angle to the line of descent.' 

Next we come to the theory that the drumming 
may be produced * by wing action, that is by vibrations 
aroused by the play of the wings against the air.' The 
speed of the swoop of a drumming snipe does not in 
any way affect this question : the question hangs 
alone upon the speed of the beating action of the 
wings, the angles at which the bones of the wings are 
held relatively to the axis of the plane of the bird's 
body, and the angles at which the tips of the wing 
feathers are driven backwards and forwards through 
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the air. Let us call the bumble-bee as a witness 
in the question of speed. The hum evoked by the 
bumble-bee's wings is no greater when the insect 
passes swiftly by us than when it hangs almost 
motionless above a flower ; the passage of its body 
through the air has nothing to do with the production 
of the humming. From the opposite side; rapid 
wing-beats do not necessarily imply velocity or even 
progress. The humming-bird and the hawk-moth are 
stationary while beating their wings at enormous 
speed ; the kestrel beats his wings rapidly and does 
not move an inch, and the sparrow beats his yet more 
rapidly while hovering for a few seconds over some 
sp®t whereon he wants to light and in which danger 
appears to lurk. From all these witnesses together 
we find that the drumming snipe may beat his wings 
at very high speed without increasing his gravitational 
velocity by more than the ratio of the energy exerted 
by the humming-bird, the hawk-moth, the kestrel, and 
the sparrow, to counterpoise the pull of gravitation ; 
if the practically stationary bumble-bee can produce 
his loud humming while only counterbalancing the 
pull of gravitation, 16 ft. per second, the snipe can, if 
he knows how, produce a buzzing when swooping 
downwards without increasing his pace to more than 
double the pull of gravitation — that is, he can, if he 

£ 
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knows how, hum as loudly while descending at the 
rate of 32 ft. per second as he could hum when 
descending at any pace. Probably, I think almost 
certainly, he could, if the drumming be produced by 
the wings alone, hum more loudly while descending 
at 32 ft. per second than if he descended at 64 ft. per 
second, for he could not increase his speed to 64 ft. 
per second without increasing the length of his 
quivering wing-beats, and any increase in the length 
of the wing-beats would necessitate a reduction in 
the rapidity of their sequence, hence a lessening in 
the volume of the sound of the humming. If all this 
holds good — I make no pretensions to scientific lore — 
there is no reason whatever why the snipe should not, 
as is almost universally believed by those who have 
studied him, produce his drumming by means of his 
wings and by means of his wings alone. 

The third theory I have given is that the drum- 
ming sound may be the outcome of * the vibration of 
the tail feathers, the vibration being generated, not by 
the simple passage of the body through the air with 
the tail feathers held at a certain angle to the line of 
descent, but by the current thrown upon the tail by 
the play of the w^ings.' The argument in favour of 
this theory is \ that we find no sound resembling the 
snipe's drumming produced by the wings of other 
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birds, and that this being so, and considering that 
while every imaginable angle of (a) the frame of, the 
wing relatively to the body, and of (b) the striking of 
the air with the tips of the wing feathers, must now 
and again be assumed by familiar birds in some of 
their vagaries of flight, and as not one of these birds 
ever produces a single bleat, it is unlikely that the 
snipe should make the sound with its wings alone. 

If this theory as to the production of the drumming 
sound by the snipe be correct, we may say that the 
snipe's wings bear much the same relation to the 
snipe's tail during the process of sound creation that 
the child's vocal organs bear to the paper-covered 
comb which it presses to its lips : the child generates 
with its vocal organs certain vibrations which in turn 
generate vibrations as they strike upon the paper, and 
the blending of these vibrations creates a sound which 
could neither be created by the vocal organs alone 
nor by the paper and comb alone if the paper and 
comb were subjected to any vibrations other than 
sound vibrations. To put it simply, the drumming 
snipe sings into its tail with its wings as the child 
sings into the paper-covered comb with its vocal 
organs. It may be said by some who are having the 
patience to follow me that the bird may merely blow 
upon its tail with its wings, thus setting up in the 
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tail feathers vibrations of sufficient rapidity to pro- 
duce the drumming. Perhaps. But the nature of the 
sound of the drumming is far more suggestive, to 
my own way of thinking, of the tail being a trans- 
mitter of sound than a first creator of sound, as the 
paper-covered comb is the transmitter and not the 
first creator. When the snipe is stooping through 
the air, it holds its wings about half closed, and 
spreads its tail like an open fan. In this position, all 
the current produced by the vibrating of the wings 
falls upon the outer feathers of the tail, whereas if 
the wings were extended laterally, as they are in 
ordinary flight, the spread tail would not receive 
more than about a quarter of the current. Thus we 
see how absolutely the position assumed by the 
drumming snipe fits in with the theory that the bird 
sings into, or perhaps merely blows into, his tail with 
his wings in order to create the sound. 

The last of the four theories I have set forth is 
that the snipe's drumming may be produced * by con- 
tact of the tips of the wing feathers with the outer 
feathers of the tail.' There is much more in this 
idea than might be supposed at first glance. One 
can — the personal equation once more, please — never 
say for certain whether when a snipe is drumming the 
wing feathers are brought into contact with the outer 
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tail feathers or whether they are not. If they do 
touch, it is only a question of sufficiently rapid wing 
action and sufficient resistance and resiliency in the 
feathers to produce sound waves resembling those 
of the drumming. It is to be noted, first, that the 
only way in which a snipe could bring the stiffest 
feathers of its wings into contact with the stiffest 
feathers of its tail is by spreading the tail as it is 
spread while drumming and half closing the wings 
as they are half closed during the swoop ; and 
secondly, that, to the highest degree of probability, a 
bird in this position could not make progress through 
the air at all except in a downward line, this explain- 
ing why we never hear any other bird drum in any 
of its vagaries of flight.^ If ever photography were to 
prove that the wing feathers and tail feathers are 
brought into contact by a drumming snipe, I should 
consider it quite conclusive evidence that the sound 
is produced by such contact. Whatever the exact 
means whereby the drumming is created, it may be 
taken as quite certain that the wings are the prime 

* A swooping bird other than a drumming snipe keeps its 
tail tightly closed. When checking its swoop it spreads both 
wings and tail. Either both wings and tail are closed, or both 
wings and tail are open. If it ever does bring the feathers of 
half-closed wings into contact with feathers of a spread tail, 
there is no wing action to produce sound from the contact. 
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agents in its creation, if they are not the sole agents, 
and it may be taken as probable to the very highest 
extent that the tail is a sub-agent. 

Many snipe fall to the British poacher's gun. 
Snipe ground is so often only preserved in such a 
more or less haphazard manner that the poacher has 
not very much to fear. In Ireland our poaching 
friend has frequently to all intents and purposes a 
free hand to shoot snipe when and where he will ; in 
England the nature of the country whereon snipe 
most do congregate — the bare marshland of the river 
valley — lends itself admirably to his schemings. Even 
when there happens to be a keeper or a tenant on 
the watch, only very hard swearing can convict a man 
of having been out of bounds half a mile or a mile 
from where the swearer stood, or of having shot and 
picked up a snipe the same distance away. Coming 
to close quarters with a poacher under such circum- 
stances is a matter of extreme difficulty ; catching him 
red-handed is almost impossible. I know of men 
who gain a good many sovereigns in the winter by 
boating in tidal rivers and, watching their opportu- 
nities, making short and frequent trips over likely 
parts of the marshes. Their game proves a safe and 
a paying one ; they never stray far from the river 
bank, and if a keeper or a watcher is seen striding 
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towards them in the distance, they are quickly back 
into the boat and drifting down stream, trolling for 
pike. Keepers are very shy of making a case out of 
such material. 

Of course immense numbers of snipe are shot 

by holders of ten-shilling licences, those who shoot 

them being, I think, quite as often as not unaware 

' of the fact that one may not legally kill snipe without 

a game licence. Even the police, as far as my own 

ft 

experience goes, are generally either ignorant of this 
or in doubt upon the matter. Not many miles from 
where I am writing holders of ten- shilling licences 
year after year kill snipe openly within 150 yards of 
a police superintendent's windows. Snipe are very 
often trapped in small gins set just under the water by 
the margins of streams or pools frequented by the 
birds. I once knew a man who frequently made 
several shillings a week by trapping snipe, .and this 
without leaving his cottage garden, the end of which 
was bordered by a small shallow stream. Snipe 
are also snared by throwing up a ridge of earth at 
right angles to a stream or other water, leaving a 
narrow gap in the ridge, and then setting a trap or 
springe in the gap. The birds, instead of surmounting 
the ridge, pass through the gap, and are thus made 
captive. Whether snipe are now ever netted in any 



56 THE SNTPE 



part of the kingdom I do not know. The following 
deals with a time long past: — 

Snipes in the Cambridgeshire fens were, thirty years 
ago, most abundant ; those brought to Cambridge 
market, which at that time were all shot birds, sold at 
threepence to fivepence each. In 1775, the compiler 
[a Mr. Daniel] killed, in three mornings, thirty-three 
couple of snipes ; and, from having known his father's 
men catch them by drawing with a net in the night-time, 
he mentioned to a person near Milton Fen his surprise 
that this mode of taking them had not been resorted to. 
The fenman inquired what sort of a net was to be used, 
and was told a lark-net would answer the purpose of a 
trial ; this the fenman soon borrowed, and the first night 
of his making the experiment caught as many snipes as 
a small hamper could contain. The practice soon be- 
came general, and the netted were so much better 
than the shot birds, that the latter would scarcely find a 
purchaser in the market. 

The twisting of the snipe on rising is one of the 
bird's most prominent characteristics. On springing 
from the ground a snipe covers a certain distance in 
a certain direction, nearly always against the wind. 
* Until the first twist,' I once wrote, * one wing — let 
me say the left — is held on a higher plane than the 
other. This tilting of the wings and body — the 
under surface of the left wing receiving the full force 
of the wind — curves the bird's course slightly to the 
right. There is a lightning-like twist to the left, when 
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the tilt of the bird is reversed, the under surface of 
the right wing coming to the wind and the bias of the 
line of flight being now towards the left. ' The 
following twist again reverses matters ; and so on, till 
at length the bird settles down into a straight line. 
I should like to elucidate this by means of a diagram, 
but it could not then be taken as representative of 
the way in which a snipe always flies when sprung, 
for the bird is erratic to a high degree in all things. 
. . . The object of the twisting of a snipe is to take 
all possible advantage of the force of the wind. He 
rises against the wind in order that he may mount 
the air more rapidly and more easily, for by facing 
the wind he not only has tlie help of the raising 
power of the wind itself, but he has also — his trend 
being upwards — the force of the current, as well as 
ordinary atmospheric resistance, against which to 
play the leverage of his wings ; he twists in order to 
add to the advantages of the raising power of the 
wind, and the increase of leverage provided by the 
resistance of the current, the further advantage of 
receiving, not actual propulsion from the wind itself 
as a tacking boat is propelled by the wind, but still 
appreciable indirect assistance in the form of a 
lessening of the friction of the cleavage of the air, 
effected by holding the wings at such an angle.' 
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So capricious are snipe in their movements that 
no one can say whence they come and whither they 
go, or why they come and why they go. Many have 
endeavoured to fathom the mystery of their move- 
ments, but none has succeeded. A certain bog or 
marsh may teem with snipe one day, and the next 
day — and perhaps for weeks — may be entirely de- 
serted ; the birds will suddenly appear scattered over 
a given large district, and as suddenly disappear. 
Their coming and going cannot be attributed to 
mere caprice, as it could in the case of a single bird 
or a wisp; their movements are induced by some 
common cause. A wind between north and east 
generally brings them to our English snipe-grounds, a 
change of the wind to a milder quarter being nearly 
always the signal for the prompt disappearance of all 
save the small body of regular residents. 



SHOOTING THE SNIPE 

BY 

L. H. DE VISME SHAW 



CHAPTER I 

THE GUN AND THE CHARGE 

In the whole realm of sport there is no matter so 
controversial as snipe shooting. Whoever the writer 
may be, and, unless he restricts himself to mere 
generalisations, whatever he may write, he will always 
find plenty of people who hold views other than his 
own. Snipe shooting is a difficult subject. I must 
do my best from my own point of view, and, with the 
foreknowledge that a certain proportion of readers 
are sure to differ from me in details, console myself 
with the reflection that I shall but be in the same 
gallery as that occupied by other scribes who have 
gone before. 

Let me first of all take into consideration the 
question of armament. 

I have at times regularly used a 20-bore, a i6-bore, 
and a 1 2-bore on snipe (I have also killed snipe with 
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such extremes as a '410 and a 6) and have seen a 
good deal of the performance of small bores, for snipe 
shooting, in other hands ; and the conviction I have 
had forced upon me is that an average shot will kill 
fifteen or twenty per cent, more birds with a 1 2-bore 
than with a 20-bore. Snipe shooting is a different 
thing from nearly every other kind of shooting. A 
first-class shot can walk up September partridges and 
kill nearly as large, never quite as large, a proportion 
of birds with a 20-bore as he would kill if shooting 
with a 1 2-bore. Such shooting is a matter of pure 
skill ; if the gun is held right, the bird comes down. 
Snipe shooting is very often not a matter of pure 
skill; though the gun is held right, the bird may 
escape scot-free. The partridge does not twist; the 
snipe does twist ; and it is this twisting habit of the 
latter bird that gives the 1 2-bore its great superiority 
over the 20-bore as a gun for snipe. Of those snipe 
which twist as the shot is fired, or the instant after 
the shot is fired, a large proportion are brought to 
earth by the larger killing circle of the 1 2-bore which 
the smaller killing circle of the 20-bore would leave 
untouched. 

The 1 2-bore being a better gun to use for 
snipe shooting than a gun of any smaller gauge,, let 
us now consider what patterns it is best that the 
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barrels should give. With choke boring a perfected 
art, we can command any pattern from the 120 or so 
(i^ oz. No. 6, 30-in. circle, 40 yards range) of the 
cylinder to the 230 or so of the full choke : we can 
have anything between a barrel that will put upwards 
of five-sixths of the charge into the 30-in. circle at 
40 yards and a barrel that will put less than half the 
charge into the circle. 

In considering the choice of patterns for snipe 
shooting there are various points we have to weigh. 
The snipe is a very small bird and will often escape 
if the pattern is too open. If, on the other hand, 
the pattern is a close one, though the chances of kill- 
ing the bird, it being assumed that the aim is correct, 
are greater than would be the case if the pattern were 
open, the bird is less likely to be within the killing 
circle of the close pattern than within that of the 
open one. As the result of considerable experience 
in snipe shooting, I am strongly in favour of having 
the right barrel an improved cylinder, pattern about 
140, and the left barrel a full choke ; and I believe 
that whether the gunner be a good shot, a bad shot, 
or an indifferent shot, he will do better work on snipe 
with such a gun than with any other. There are, 
however, many good snipe shgts who prefer a gun 
both barrels of which throw a close pattern. * You 
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can always give a snipe law/ I have often heard it 
said, 'and if the birds are wild you will certainly do 
better with two choked barrels than you would if you 
had one barrel a cylinder/ * This is not quite correct. 
' In perfectly open country you can, of course, always 
give a bird law, but many of the best snipe grounds 
are not quite open country. The snipe has a most 
unhappy knack of placing some obstacle — a stunted 
blackthorn hanging over the streamlet or a pollard 
willow beside the dyke — between itself and the 
gunner, and it frequently happens that the favourite 
spots of snipe are just those very spots where such 
obstacles exist, and where only shots at short range 
can be had unless the gunner knows his ground well 
and flushes the birds while yet some distance away. 

I call many such spots to mind, spots where a snipe 
may always be found when there are any birds at all 
in the district. One, for example, is a sharp bend in 
a small stream where stand three willows very close 
together. From whatever direction one approaches, 
the birds on rising from this spot will nearly always 
instantly place the willows between themselves and* 
the gun and make good their escape. The only way 
to ensure a shot at fair range is to come to a standstill 
some distance away and throw a stone into the stream. 
When walking over country where obstacles of this 
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kind are in existence it not at all infrequently happens 
that you must either kill yout snipe at twenty yards or 
twenty-five yards or lose the shot altogether ; and at 
such a range, while a cylinder will not materially 
damage the bird, a full choke would cut it about badly. 
But this is the least part of the argument against the 
use for snipe shooting of a gun which throws a close 
pattern from both barrels. 

Let us now imagine ourselves to be walking over 
quite open country. If the snipe be inclined to lie, 
we are much more likely than not to find them lying 
very well indeed ; if they be not inclined to lie, we 
are much more likely than not to find them lying very 
badly indeed. First we will suppose them to be lying 
well. We flush a few single birds at twenty yards or 
so, and then a couple rise simultaneously near at 
hand. As we are shooting with the gun I have 
recommended, we kill the first bird at a range of 
twenty-five yards or less and then have ample time to 
deal comfortably with the second bird at a range of 
from thirty yards to forty yards. The snipe is not a 
loiterer on the wing : it is a rare thing, according to 
my own experience, to see a right and left of snipe 
killed, the birds having risen together and flown in 
the same direction, with a distance of less than seven 
yards between the ranges at which the shot reaches 
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them. Moderately steady shooting brings the dis- 
tance up to about ten yards, taking the average of 
a number of shots. Pretty frequently, so uncertain is 
the snipe's flight, the distance is as much as fifteen 
yards. If, on the other band, we are using a gun 
highly choked in both barrels, and these two snipe 
rise near at hand, we hesitate to fire at the first bird at 
a less range than thirty yards or a little over, and 
then, with all the uncertainties of the flight of the 
bird and the speed at which it travels, we stand an 
excellent chance of failing to put in the second shot 
till bird number two has passed beyond certain 
killing range. The one gun allows us yards more in 
which to kill our two birds than the other — unless we 
cut the first bird to pieces with the right barrel of the 
choked gun — and gives us a much better chance ot 
killing them. A snipe, however near to us it rises — 
the nearer it rises, the more, as a general rule, will it 
twist — is rarely too near to shoot with a cylinder 
barrel by the time one has decided upon a certain 
moment as the psychological moment for pulling the 
trigger ; a snipe is always too near to . fire at with a 
full choke till it has reached a range of thirty yards. 
When snipe are lying well, steady shooting allows one 
to put the charge on the large majority of the birds at 
a range of thirty yards ; and at that range the cylinder 
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barrel, granted that its shooting is up to the mark and 
the right size of shot is used, will make certain of a 
snipe if held straight. . 

Now let us imagine ourselves to be walking over 
the same ground when the birds are not lying well — 
as I have already said, when snipe are not lying very 
well they are much more likely than not to be lying 
very badly indeed. In this case, as they are lying 
badly, nearly all of them rise well out of range. The 
occasional shot we are able to take is scarcely ever at 
a less distance than forty yards, and it is here that 
the gun having two choked barrels claims superiority ; 
for with it we can occasionally kill a right and left, or 
kill with the second barrel a bird that has escaped the 
first charge — the closest shooting choked barrel ever 
bored is far from certain of stopping a snipe at forty 
yards. 

But this must be borne in mind: When the 
gun with the cylinder right is the more desirable 
gun, that is when we find the snipe lying well, we 
have probably ten, perhaps twenty, times as many 
shots as we have when the gun with the choked 
right would be the more desirable gun, that is 
when the birds are lying badly. Thus we may 
say roughly that, taking one day with another, in 
something like nine out of ten of our total of 
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shots we are better off with gun number one in 
our hands when snipe rise before us than we 
should be with gun number two. 

It is worth while giving a summary of the fore- 
going. 

1. The larger the killing circle, the more satis- 
factorily does a gun act on snipe. Therefore, a 
i2-bore is a better gun for snipe shooting than a 
gun of any smaller gauge. 

2. A gun having the right barrel a cylinder 
and the left barrel a full choke is the best gun 
to use for snipe shooting, because {a) the cylinder 
barrel enables one to kill birds at ranges at which 
they would be badly damaged if shot with a choked 
barrel, while at the same time it is effective up 
to a range at which most snipe may be killed 
when the birds are lying ; {b) its large killing circle 
means the highest possible percentage of kills at 
moderate ranges ; (c) when the birds rise together, 
the cylinder barrel, by allowing the first bird to be 
killed at short range, gives the gunner comfortable 
time to put in his shot from the left barrel before 
the second bird passes beyond certain killing 
range. 

3. A gun choked in both barrels is hpt desirable 
for snipe shooting because .(^) it" does not "allow a 
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bird to be killed satisfactorily at short range ; (p) 
at any range up to that range at which a cylinder 
barrel is effective, the choke barrel will, on account 
of its smaller killing circle, yield a smaller per- 
centage of kills than the cylinder barrel; (c) when 
the snipe rise simultaneously, the frequent necessity 
of giving the first bird law materially diminishes 
one's chance of killing the second bird. 

4. When snipe are lying badly the gun choked 
in both barrels is more serviceable than the gun 
which has the right barrel a cylinder. This ad- 
vantage, however, weighs very lightly against the 
disadvantages already stated. * When the gun with 
the cylinder right is the more desirable gun, that is 
when we find the snipe lying well, we have probably 
ten, perhaps twenty, times as many shots as we have 
when the gun with the choked right would be the 
more desirable gun, that is when the birds are lying 
badly. Thus we may say roughly that, taking one 
day with another, in something like nine out of ten 
of our total of shots we are better off with gun 
number one in our hands when snipe rise before us 
than we should be with gun number two.' 

For three months at a stretch I shot snipe 
regularly with a gun full-choked in both barrels, a 
sufficient test to warrant the forming of strong 
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opinions on the subject of choked barrels for this 
kind of shooting. My average worked out very 
badly. Killing a right and left, or, putting in the 
second barrel at a bird one has missed with the 
first, is very frequently quite a different thing in the 
case of snipe from what it is in the case of walked- 
up partridges. In the latter case, the birds fly 
straight, and you can fire at any moment you 
choose; in the former case, you cannot tell how 
your birds may fly; and the moment at which you 
must fire, if you are shooting at all steadily, rests 
with the bird and not with you. I found the 
necessity of having to hang on to the first shot 
largely responsible for my bad average. One may, 
time after time, find one's self dead on a bird at a 
range at which it is not too near for a cylinder, 
but too near for a choke, and, failing to pull the 
trigger at that moment, the bird may travel many 
yards further before a satisfactory shot can be 
had. 

The gun used for snipe shooting should fit the 
shooter thoroughly. There are few people who do 
not shoot below their possible best if they use a gun 
which fails to fit them in every way. 

I am no advocate for a very light gun for snipe 
shooting. A light gun possesses recommendations 
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when the going is rough or treacherous, but on no 
other score. A light gun is conducive to rapid shoot- 
ing and unsteady aim, whereas steady shooting and 
steady aim constitute the very essence of successful 
work on snipe. Let the gun be of ordinary weight 
and with 30-in. barrels. When, on account of the 
user's want of strength and stamina, a reduction in 
weight is really necessary, let the gun be a feather- 
weight 1 2-bore, shooting reduced charges. 

And now as to the size of the shot that should be 
used for snipe shooting. 

Years ago there were sung to me praises of 
the deadly effects wrought upon snipe by the use of 
No. 10 shot. So emphatic was he who sang these 
praises that, always open to make a full test of anything 
connected with gunning, I decided at once to give this 
small shot an exhaustive trial. There happened to 
be plenty of snipe about at the time. The results, 
as I had anticipated from the first would be the case, 
were deplorably unsatisfactory. Up to a certain range, 
perhaps as lengthy as twenty-five yards, the birds 
were killed clean enough, but beyond this certain 
range bird after bird was wounded. Some would fly a 
few hundred yards and then drop ; others, visibly cut 
about by the shot, would take themselves off as though 
nothing had happened. Two or three jack were 
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among the wounded ones. As may be imagined, it 
was but a short time before I discarded the No. lo 
in disgust. 

Later on I made a full trial of No. 9 shot for snipe 
shooting. Though far less objectionable than the 
No. 10 had proved itself to be, I found it a long way 
behind No. 8 in its general effects. At ranges at which 
birds would have been killed clean with No. 8 they 
were in many instances killed anything but clean with 
the No. 9. The lighter the shot, the more rapidly does 
it lose velocity ; the loss of velocity of No. 9 shot is 
•such that it ceases to retain the requisite degree of 
penetration, even for such a small bird as a snipe, at 
anything beyond very moderate range. 

No. 7 is a most useful shot when one is walking 
after snipe over country where shots at other game are 
likely to he had. But for snipe shooting proper it is 
not suitable. It is unnecessarily heavy in the first 
place ; in the second place, it gives too open a pattern. 
At forty yards, a No. 8 pellet has still velocity 
enough to kill a snipe as clean as a No. 7 pellet — un- 
less perhaps the birds were struck in some non-vital 
part, as, for instance, along the back, when the greater 
shock of the No. 7 pellet might bring it down and the 
less shock of the No. 8 pellet fail to do so — and 
for game shooting the performance of shot at ranges 
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exceeding forty yards is never worth consideration. 
No size of shot can compare with No. 8 as snipe 
shot. Its pattern is close enough; its penetration is 
sufficient— and this is all one needs. 

There are many who believe that the slightest 
blow from a shot pellet will bring down a snipe ; they 
would have us assume from what they say that such a 
thing as a wounded snipe is almost unknown, and 
that, other things being equal, the snipe is more 
readily killed than all the rest of the bird creation, 
the woodcock alone excepted. * A snipe is never too 
far off to shoot at,' I have heard repeatedly, but I 
have never heard it said by anyone who has had 
much experience among snipe. The question is an 
interesting one, and worth examination. 

I may say at once, as the result of a pretty wide 
experience of snipe shooting, that, other things being 
equal, 1 believe the snipe to be no whit more readily 
killed than the partridge. Of course everyone knows 
that, other things being equal, some birds require 
more shot, possess greater vitality — to use a common 
term, are * tougher * than others. Given, for instance, 
a wood-pigeon and a partridge of the same weight, the 
wood-pigeon needs more shot than the partridge. 
The wood-pigeon may be, and I think undoubtedly 
is, actually a tougher bird than the partridge, harder 
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in flesh and muscle, harder in frame and bone. 
Nevertheless, I am quite convinced that constitutional 
vitality has much more to do with the difference than 
actual toughness. What apparently less * tough ' bird, 
what apparently more delicate and easily killed bird, 
what apparently more tender framed and tender 
fleshed bird than the golden plover; and yet what 
bird, other things being equal, more difficult to kill ? 
As a matter of fact, the golden plover, other things 
being equal, is just about the 'toughest' bird in 
existence. The * toughness' in the case of the 
golden plover can only be attributed to excessive 
vitality. 

Harking back to the snipe : In a way appear- 
ances tend to lead to a belief that wounded birds 
among partridges are in far greater proportion to the 
birds hit than are wounded birds among snipe. One 
has two shots at partridges ; the first bird is winged, 
the second bird flies 150 yards and then runs 200 
yards further before it is picked up in a dying con- 
dition. It takes some time before both birds are 
gathered. Later on one has two shots at snipe ; the 
first bird is winged, the second bird flies 150 yards 
before it touches the ground. We walk on and find 
each snipe within a few feet of where it fell. And to 
what are appearances inclined to point? I almost 
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fancy I can hear the remark at the end of the day : 
*What tough brutes partridges are compared with 
snipe ! Look at that brace of runners we had in the 
morning — we wasted getting on for half an hour over 
them. And then look at those two snipe in the 
afternoon. The slightest blow will settle a snipe.' 
But such a case does nothing whatever to show that, 
other things being equal, a snipe is more easily killed 
than a partridge ; it does nothing whatever to show 
that the partridge has greater proportionate vitality, 
or that, other things being equal, it is a * tougher * bird 
than the snipe. All it does is to demonstrate how 
very much more serviceable a pair of legs the one 
bird has than the other. The partridge can run at 
high speed, the snipe can merely toddle; the 
wounded snipe is gathered with ease, the wounded 
partridge with difficulty — and thus appearances may 
lead, and do lead, people to the belief that scarcely 
more than a scratch will kill a snipe. 

Other things being equal. Though the loss of 
muzzle velocity in a No. 8 pellet at from thirty to forty 
yards is greater than the loss of muzzle velocity in a 
No. 6 pellet, I hold the belief that at this range, from 
thirty to forty yards, the No. 8 pellet exercises greater 
proportionate effect upon the body of a snipe than 
the effect exercised upon a partridge's body by a 
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No. 6 pellet. If this is true there should be a higher 
average of wounded birds among partridges than 
among snipe. By wounded birds I mean all birds 
that are not killed quite clean. I think there is a 
slightly higher average, but only slightly higher ; and 
if the average is only slightly higher, and if the No. 8 
pellet exercises greater effect — proportionately— upon 
the body of a snipe than the No. 6 pellet on the body 
of a partridge, then the snipe is, other things being 
equal, not only as * tough ' a bird as the partridge, 
but * tougher.' There is one other thing the reader 
may consider : that the proportion of birds which 
come into contact with the central and harder-hitting 
pellets of the charge is probably greater among 
partridges than among snipe; the more erratic 
flight of the snipe should ensure that it is more often 
struck by the weaker outside pellets than the par- 
tridge. 

It is quite a fallacy to imagine that the slightest 
blow will kill a snipe ; and it is quite as unsports- 
manlike to fire at a snipe at anything beyond fair 
range as it is to fire at a partridge unless the bird 
be well within shot. 

The briefest of paragraphs on the question of 
loads. Do not make any reduction whatever in the 
standard charges of powder and shot. Many people 
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use only an ounce of shot for snipe shooting, and 
some even less. On just that little difference between 
i|^ oz. of shot and i oz. there often hangs the question 
as to whether you kill your bird or whether you 
do not. 
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CHAPTER II 

SNIPE SHOOTING 

We are all agreed as to what are the correct proceed- 
ings with regard to pheasant shooting, partridge 
shooting and so on. One may find differences of 
opinion with regard to guns and ammunition, but as 
concerns the ways in which the, game should be 
walked after or brought to the guns and the way in 
which it should be shot we are unanimous — to all 
intents and purposes. But when the subject of snipe 
shooting is touched upon we immediately find our- 
selves in the region of controversy. A says, * You 
should invariably walk down wind on snipe,' while B 
says, *When walking after snipe, you should always 
walk up wind ' ; C says, * Always shoot at a snipe the 
very first moment you feel that you are likely to kill 
the bird,' while D says, * Never think of pulling the 
trigger till a snipe has settled down into straight flight.' 
A, B, C, and D all believe implicitly in their respec- 
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tive tenets, and practise them. They are also, as 
likely as not, all of them successful and experienced 
snipe shots. How then are these widely removed 
differences of opinion to be accounted for ? 

I think the correct answer to the foregoing ques- 
tion is : A born shot who has the necessary practice 
among snipe will acquit himself in every way satisfac- 
torily whether he adopts and carries into systematic 
effect either A's or B's theory in conjunction with 
the theory of either C or D, and finding that he 
is successful under the system of his adoption 
will always adhere to that method and will not 
believe in the possibility of any other being half as 
good. It is human nature to believe in what one 
has tested and found satisfactory and thenceforward 
to turn a deaf ear to any argument against it. How 
often does one who has embraced a creed reject that 
creed ? Seldom. Almost as seldom is his ear open 
to anything that may be said in favour of any other 

creed. 

Let us examine (he bases on which the tenets of 
A, B, C, and D are built. A says : * The reason why 
you should invariably walk down wind on snipe' 
— ^you cannot by a vkstly long way invariably walk 
either down wind or up wind on snipe, but that does 
pot matter — * is this. Snipe generally rise against the 
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wind, however light that wind may be ; therefore if 
you walk down wind the bird will rise at you — or if 
not exactly at you, in such a direction that the first 
few beats of the wings will lessen the distance between 
the bird and yourself. Thus you have a longer time 
in which to take your shot. On the other hand, if 
you walk up wind, the bird, rising against the wind, 
will increase the distance between you and itself from 
the moment it leaves the ground.' 

B says : * The reason why, when walking after 
snipe, you should invariably walk up wind is this. It 
is quite true that snipe generally rise against the wind 
and therefore decrease the distance between the gun 
and themselves; but then it is also true that, like 
other birds, they lie better if you approach them up 
wind than if you come down wind on them. By 
walking up wind, you may often get within shot of a 
snipe which would never allow you to do so if you 
were coming down wind. In the long run you will 
gain far more than you lose if you walk up. wind. 
Take my advice and make walking up wind your 
regular proceeding— and don't believe a word the 
othier fellow tells you/ 

C explains : * The reason why you should always 
shoot at a snipe the very first ipoment you feel that 
you are likely to kill the bird is this : Snipe shooting 
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is simply a knack, fairly easy to acquire if you only 
have practice enough. Fire at your birds imme- 
diately after a twist, and you will soon find that you 
can kill them without difficulty. Never allow your- 
self to get into the way of hesitating or waiting under 
any circumstances. If you wait till the birds have 
finished twisting you may wait time after time till 
they have passed beyond certain killing range ; and 
you will miss them time after time for this reason 
and no other. Therefore, it is far better to acquire 
the knack of killing them in my way. Begin by 
making it a practice to sight your bird as soon as 
ever it rises, follow it as long as may be necessary, if 
it .be necessary at all, and then fire the moment after 
a twist. In a comparatively short time you will feel 
instinctively when the bird may be killed, and you 
will soon prove for yourself that a twisting snipe is 
not such a very difficult thing to hit after all. When 
once you have mastered the knack, this system will 
yield you a considerably higher percentage of kills 
than that of hanging on to your birds.' 

D asserts : * The reason why you should never 
think of pulling the trigger till a snipe has settled down 
into straight flight is this : Until the bird has finislied 
twisting there is no certainty whatever of killing it. 
If you fire at snipe before they have settled down 
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into straight flight and take them, or attempt to take 
them, immediately after a twist, as some people 
advise, you will miss your bird time after time for 
the simple reason that the bird makes another twist 
sooner than you anticipated. I do not deny that you 
can acquire the knack of killing a moderate per- 
centage of twisting birds, but I deny absolutely that 
shooting at twisting birds pays as well as hanging on. 
Even if you sacrifice as much as ten or twelve yards 
in range, as you must very often do, you will stand a 
considerably better chance of killing your bird by 
waiting for straight flight than by pulling the trigger 
before it has finished twisting. Mine is the only 
rational system to adopt. Follow my advice, and 
do not listen to any nonsense you may hear from C 

The region of controversy indeed ! If a writer 
believes in and advocates A's ideas, he has all B's 
followers down on him like a hundred of bricks,, and 
is straightway voted a duffer; the same fate is in 
store for him at the hands of A's followers if he 
believes in and advocates the dicta of B. The 
adherents of C will dub him an ignoramus if he sup- 
ports D's doctrine, while D's disciples will call him 
the same thing, or perhaps something stronger, if he 
uphold the doctrine of C. 

I know A, B, C, and D well. They all do good 
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work when shooting snipe. I partly agree with and 
partly differ from them all. As dogmatic writing 
cannot well be avoided, I will proceed to state my 
own views as dogmatically as A, B, C, and D have 
stated theirs. 

A believes in walking down wind on snipe. So 
do>I, emphatically, under certain conditions; under 
other conditions I consider it altogether a mistake, 
and I certainly do not believe in making a fad of it — 
going out of one's way to put it into effect, losing a 
lot of time, and covering a lot of extra ground. 

In snipe shooting, more than in any other kind of 
shooting, one is at the mercy of the mood of the birds, 
the mood of the birds being largely dependent upon 
the weather and the phases of the moon, as we shall 
see later. It is he and he only who watches for him- 
self the wide variations of the birds' mood, who studies 
the causes of these variations till more often than not 
he can tell before he starts in the morning what their 
current mood will be, who is free from all prejudice 
and has sufficient perception to fit himself into the 
circumstances of the hour ; it is he and he only who 
will do the best that can be done among snipe. You 
may deal with snipe in one way on Monday ; on 
Tuesday, if you wish to make as good a bag as pos- 
sible, you may have to deal with them, as far as cir- 
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cumstances allow, in quite a different manner. To 
adhere from day to day to any hard and fast rules 
io snipe shooting, to put into continuous practice any 
fad about always doing one thing or always doing 
another thing, means simply to fall a long way 
behind the results that are to be achieved by keeping 
an open mind and acting according to the conditions 
that prevail at the time. 

To return to A : — There are two conditions only 
under which A's advice should be followed, viz. when 
the birds are lying well, and when they are lying badly 
during the prevalence of a stiff wind. Under these 
conditions one should always walk down wind. As 
we were told by A, snipe generally — some people say 
always, but this is not correct — rise against the wind, 
and thus for a brief period decrease their distance 
from the gunner who walks down wind on them : 
therefore the man behind the gun has more time in 
which to take his shot and has also a better chance of 
being able to kill the bird at certain range after it has 
finished twisting. Thus it is, when possible, the 
wiser, I may say far the wiser plan, to walk down 
wind, unless the birds are wild. The reason why one 
should only walk down wind on wild snipe during 
a stiff wind is this : when such a wind is blowing 
the birds can hear your footsteps no more plainly 
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when you come at them down wind than when you 
come at them up wind, and as they are wild, the few 
feet or yards you may gain in range are a material 
advantage. When a snipe has been once flushed, 
whether it has been fired at or not, and marked down, 
it is always worth while taking the trouble to work 
round and come at it up wind. The bird remains on 
the qui vive for some little time after settling, and you 
stand a better chance of a shot if you walk up wind 
on it than if you come down wind. 

B believes in walking up wind on snipe, and so 
do I, emphatically, under certain conditions ; but I no 
more believe in making it a standing practice than I 
believe in making a standing practice of walking down 
wind. There are two conditions under which, when- 
ever possible, one should walk up wind on snipe. 
The first condition is : Whenever the birds are lying 
badly, unless there should be a stiff wind at the time. 
When only a light wind is blowing, a wild snipe feed- 
ing in some ditch or hollow is often up and away long 
before you approach within range if you are walking 
down wind, whereas if you come at it up wind the 
bird, failing to hear your footsteps, will not rise till 
you are near enough for a shot. Therefore, always 
when possible walk up wind on wild snipe unless there 
is a stiff wind. The second condition under which 
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you should always walk up wind if possible is when 
you are approaching a bird you have already flushed 
and marked down. 

C believes in shooting at a snipe the very first 
moment you feel that you are likely to kill it. So 
do I, emphatically, under certain circumstances, but I 
do not by a very long way believe in making it a regular 
system. The only circumstances under which a shot 
should be put in at the earliest possible moment-::-in 
other words, when a snap shot should be taken — is 
when the bird rises at anything like lengthy range, or 
when there is near by some obstacle or another which 
may prevent a clear shot being had if you tarry. 
When a bird rises some distance away, it is indu- 
bitably the better policy not to pause a second : 
every yard is then of importance, and if you hesitate 
over the snap shot, the bird will very often never 
again give as favourable a chance to the gunner as it 
gave when the snap shot might have been taken — one 
may have to put up with both a longer range and a 
more difficult shot. 

B believes in never pulling the trigger till a snipe 
has settled down into straight flight, and once more 
my comment is so do I, emphatically, save under the 
conditions instanced in the preceding paragraph ; but 
I no more believe in making it a standing practice 
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than I believe in making a standing practice of follow- 
ing C's system. When a snipe rises near at hand or 
at a moderate distance it should never be fired at till 
there comes the chance of a steady shot, unless the 
bird should still be twisting when near the limit of 
certain killing range, and then I advocate the taking 
of a more or less uncertain shot rather than allowing 
the bird to increase the range. 

Let me, dogmatically, also summarise these 
matters : — 

1. Always when possible walk down wind on 
snipe when (a) the birds are lying well and when {d) 
they are lying badly during a stiff wind. 

2. Always when possible walk up wind when {a) 
the birds are lying badly and there is not a stiff wind, 
and when {d) you are approaching a bird you have 
already flushed. 

3. Always shoot as quickly as possible when a bird 
rises at some distance. 

4. Always when a bird rises within moderate dis- 
tance wait for straight flight till it approaches the 
limit of certain killing range, and should it be still 
twisting when near this limit, put in your shot at once 
rather than allow the range to be increased. 

I would not have other than a liberal construction 
placed upon my use of the term * certain killing 
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range.* A fair construction would be that range at 
which seven out of ten snipe ought to be killed clean 
if the gun were held right. 

After anyone has said all he can say as to how, 
according to his own views, snipe should be walked 
after and how they should be shot, there still remains 
the fact that it is not very infrequently better to act 
impulsively, or instinctively, than to adhere to any 
set rule whatsoever. 

A first-class snipe shot is born. If a man be a 
good snipe shot, he is invariably, I believe, a good 
shot among any other kind of game. On the oppo- 
site hand, a man may show first-class form when 
pulling down tall pheasants or driven partridges, and 
yet cut a very moderate figure when you see him at 
work on snipe. Though a first-class shot at all other 
kinds of game, a man not born with the natural apti- 
tude may shoot snipe for half a lifetime and never be 
able to kill the birds well. 

And what is it that lies at the bottom of the 
possession or otherwise of this natural aptitude ? On 
my own part, I believe — the gunner having all the 
faculties that go to the making up of a good shot : 
perfect vision, ability to estimate speed, distance, and 
angle accurately and instantly, a steady hand and a 
steady head — that it may be summed up in the one 
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word steadiness ; supreme steadiness of nerve and 
judgjnent makes the first-class snipe shot; the in- 
different snipe shot is indifferent because he lacks it. 
While a certain degree of steadiness of nerve and 
judgment is requisite to first-class shooting of other 
kinds, excess of this degree is essential to first-class 
snipe shooting. 

Whether this be so or not, absolute steadiness 
of nerve and judgment distinguishes the good snipe 
shot from the moderate or bad. How often may 
one witness the missing of snipe and feel assured — 
one can see it — that the shooter shot too hurriedly 
and too flurriedly, that, had he been steady, he ought 
to have killed his birds. He who shoots thus 
hurriedly and flurriedly at snipe is in nowise neces- 
sarily a bad or even a moderate shot : he may be 
able to stop his right and left of partridges as neatly 
as anyone. His hurried and flurried shooting would 
not appear the least hurried and flunied if we saw 
him shooting partridges instead of snipe ; we should 
only call him a good, quick shot. But snipe shooting 
and partridge shooting are two very different things. 
One cannot well shoot too quickly at partridges, one 
cannot well shoot too steadily at snipe. 

There is something peculiarly nerve-thrilling 
about the way in which a snipe rises. Suddenly, 
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when one least expects it — one expects it continu- 
ously, of course, but it generally seems to happen 
when one's expectancy is flagging for the moment — 
there comes that quaint, sharp note of alarm, and 
the same instant one sees the little bird frolicking 
away on the wind, one wing up and the other down, 
and then the first wing down and the other one up, 
twisting now this way and then that, and travelling 
as very few, if any, other birds can travel when 
getting . up steam. The suddenness of it all, the 
startlingness of it all, are fatal to whomsoever fails in 
steadiness of nerve and judgment : the gun springs 
to the shoulder, there is a hurried and flurried shot — 
and yet another bird goes to swell the huge, huge 
total of missed snipe. 

Starting as the bird springs up — so natural that 
some people are never able to subdue it — and there- 
fore having to take the shot with unsteadied nerves, 
is extremely difficult to overcome, and until it be over- 
come no one can hope to be more than a moderate 
snipe shot at the best. Watch a really good snipe 
shot at work. Not a muscle of his body is seen to 
move as a bird rises near by, for his nerves are under 
complete control. He makes calculations, conscious 
or unconscious ; then his gun goes swiftly to his 
shoulder, and just at the right moment, that moment 
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of moments in all the bird's course, he pulls the 
trigger and the snipe falls dead. 

To the one who fails to shine when snipe shooting, 
or to the one who is making his first acquaintance 
with this branch of sport, I would say : Hold yourself 
in. When that startling cry is heard and that blotch 
of brown dashes up before you, hold yourself in, and, 
however long it may take you to master the art, 
persist sedulously in holding yourself in might and 
main every time a snipe rises till you have so far 
mastered your impulses that not a nerve or a muscle 
responds to the lightning-like up-winging of the 
long-billed bird. While the snipe is twisting away on 
its wild career, hold yourself in still, and whein, but 
not till then, you think its twisting must be neaily 
over, bring your gun quickly to your shoulder. Every 
time a bird rises near you tell yourself there is no 
need whatsoever for hurry and flurry. Few people 
seem to realise how short is the space of time required 
to bring the gun to the shoulder. It is a useful lesson, 
to any one \yho has the feeling that the gun must be 
jumped to the shoulder the moment a snipe rises, to 
hold his gun at the ready and then ask someone to 
take a watch and ejaculate * One ! ' at the beginning of 
a second, and * Two ! ' at its termination. At the word 
One,' let the experimenter, with all the quickness 
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at his command, bring the gun to his shoulder and 
sight some object : if the gun fits as it should fit, 
the sight will be on the object as the heel touches 
the shoulder. The shortness of the time in which he 
can do this will almost assuredly surprise him ; it 
will quite assuredly show him how needless is flurry 
when a snipe rises at a moderate distance. Hold . 
yourself in ! 

Forward and high is a golden rule in all snipe 
shooting. To every one snipe — twisting barred — 
missed through excess of allowance there are hundreds 
missed through the gun not being held forward 
enough. If your average among snipe is not a good 
one,, begin by giving one bird what you consider 
quite an absurd allowance, the next bird a slightly 
decreased allowance and so on ; and before you have 
fired more than a very few shots you will suddenly 
receive a lesson that will revolutionise your ideas on 
the subject of snipe shooting and very likely make 
you a good snipe shot from that day. In the same 
way begin by holding at what you consider an 
absurd elevation when firing at a straight-away snipe, 
and gradually decrease that elevation. A lesson, 
never to be forgotten, will come as suddenly and as 
forcibly in this case as in the other. Given a snipe 
that rises near you : now look at the bird when two 
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or three hundred yards away, and consider the 
gradient it must have climbed to reach such a 
height. A snipe is almost always rising when shot at, 
though the gunnef may not think so. 

But after all is said and done, the fact remains 
that killing snipe well is purely and simply a knack. 
One cannot teach another the knack ; one can only 
point out those things which are essential to its 
acquirement, or which have proved essential to its 
acquirement in one's own case. Out of twenty 
first-class all-round shots, I do not think more than 
fifteen can make themselves anything better than fair 
snipe shots ; four out of the remaining five can make 
themselves good snipe shots ; the twentieth only can 
become a brilliant snipe shot — not because he has 
more shooting of trains his faculties more assiduously 
than the others, but simply because he has, and the 
others have not, absolute steadiness of nerve and 
absolute steadiness of judgment. An open question, 
this, of course — I merely give my own opinion. 

As I have already said, the mood in which we 
find snipe is largely dependent upon the weather and 
the moon. On moonlight nights the birds feed con- 
tinuously. Hence when daylight comes they are more 
inclined for rest than movement, and generally lie 
well. Their flight is usually less twisting and less: 
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rapid after a night's feeding by moonlight than after 
a night spent in darkness. On dark nights the birds 
are hampered in their search for food, if indeed they 
search for food at all. When daylight comes they 
begin to feed eagerly, and will continue to do so for 
some hours, and, being fully on the alert, are generally 
difficult to approach. When the day is heavy and 
dull snipe generally lie well. When the day is bright 
and fresh the birds generally lie badly. 

Thus the conditions under which snipe generally 
lie best of all are when a dull, heavy day follows a 
moonlight night, while the conditions under which 
they generally lie worst are when a fresh, bright day 
succeeds a dark night. Frost is not taken into con- 
sideration here. 

The weather affects the mood of snipe less than 
does the moon. We are more likely to find the birds 
lying well when a bright, fresh day follows a dark 
night than when a light night is followed by a heavy, 
dull day. 

When frost gives in the morning after a hard night 
snipe generally lie well throughout the day. When 
frost continues during the day, that is, when there is 
frost enough to prevent the birds from feeding freely, 
snipe generally lie badly. When a rapid thaw follows 
prolonged frost, snipe are generally very wild. Snipe 
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are always wild when they collect into wisps. There 
is safety in many eyes. 

These rules hold good in the large majority of 
cases. The snipe, however, is so uncertain a bird in 
every respect that one can never say for certain how 
he will act under any given conditions. Nine times 
running we may find snipe lying like stones on a 
heavy day following a light night, and the tenth time 
we may find them almost as wild as hawks; nine 
times running we may find the birds almost as wild 
as hawks when a bright day follows a pitch-dark night, 
and the tenth time we may find them lying like 
stones. 

Whatever the conditions of moon and weather 
may be, the two hours after daybreak and the two 
hours before dark are nearly always the best for snipe 
shooting ; often the birds will lie well during these 
four hours and be quite unapproachable the rest of 
the day. In snipe shooting one cannot be too early 
at work after it is light enough to sight a bird. Be- 
fore the first two hours of daylight are over, very 
frequently indeed before the first hour, the large 
majority of the birds — unless the night should have 
been dark and frosty, in which case they will be 
still intent on seeking food — leave their feeding 
grounds and scatter themselves over the higher 
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country. From two hours to an hour before dark 
they begin to return to their feeding grounds. When 
people are heard to say, * There are no snipe about 
at all,' or * There are so few snipe about, they are 
not worth going after; you may tramp the whole 
day and not find three birds,* the keen snipe shot, 
he who considers that a little personal inconvenience 
adds zest to the sport rather than otherwise, can often 
laugh in his sleeve. He is out with his gun at dawn ; 
and as soon as ever there is light enough to shoot, he 
swiftly visits all the favourite feeding spots of the 
birds, returning with half a dozen couple or so about 
the time other people are sitting down to breakfast. 
These other people start their day at nine -thirty or 
ten o'clock, and come home early in the afternoon 
vowing there is not a snipe in the whole country. 
Our keen and knowing friend at from three to four 
o'clock in the afternoon makes another rapid tour of 
the birds' favourite feeding spots, again meeting with 
just reward for his endeavours. 
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• CHAPTER III 

HAUNTS AND HABITS 

Snipe shooting per se is the same thing wherever we 
may find ourselves, whether we are shooting over mud 
in India, a morass in Morocco, a bog in Ireland, or 
a marsh in our own merrie England, for England is 
still merrie England to the sportsman, however dull 
and dispiriting she may appear to the life-long toilers 
of the city. What is not the same thing wherever we 
may be is the going. 

As a general rule, the best snipe shooting implies 
the worst going, and when the going is really bad, he 
who would engage in this most entrancing of sport 
must be prepared to face much. The worst going and 
the best snipe shooting in the kingdom are the going 
and the shooting on an Irish bog. Bog-trotting may 
almost be described as a fine art, attainable to per- 
fection only after long experience and practice. The 
practised eye tells well nigh instinctively where the 

H 
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foot may be safely placed ; the practised foot starts 
back well nigh instinctively the instant its sense of 
touch tells that all is not right, and' saves its owner 
before weight is thrown upon it. Yet even the most 
experienced of bog-trotters will make mistakes now 
and again, generally when his uttermost thought is 
upon the birds rising thick and fast before him. 
Nothing is more calculated to distract attention 
from matters personal than the proceedings of snipe 
when they engage in the very favourite pastime of 
springing up one after another a gunshot and a half 
or a couple of gunshots away. The less experienced 
bog-trotter has most unpleasant experiences at times ; 
the novice not infrequently finds himself disastrously 
bogged. Indeed, I think if the sound waves of spoken 
words and the thought waves of thoughts unuttered 
were retained by the soil below, and might be ex- 
tracted therefrom and registered in the form of gramo- 
phone records, many an Irish bog would yield quite as 
much unparliamentary language to the square yard as 
could be unearthed from any golf green in the United 
Kingdom. The spick and span sportsman who 
starts to traverse an Irish bog is often enough a fear- 
ful, wonderful, and unspeakable object by the time he 
has carried out his purpose. Only those as sound as 
a bell are fit for the work or should think of allowing 
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the fascinations of snipe shooting to tempt them to 
engage upon it. There are few if any more exacting 
forms of sport, nor is there any sport more attractive 
to the gunner when the birds are abundant and lying 
well. 

Though the going one encounters when snipe 
shooting, otherwise than over the bogs, is com- 
paratively good going, there is generally plenty of 
hard work attaching to it. In the first place, move- 
ment is continuous ; not only has a great deal of close 
walking to be done in search of the birds, but there is 
the constant working back to pick up a bird which has 
risen wild, or been missed, and has pitched again 
within reasonable distance in some spot which makes 
it appear almost certain that a kill will result if we 
approach with caution. When shooting over ditch- 
drained country, it always pays well immediately to 
follow up every bird that has been marked down in a 
dyke within anything like fair distance, and up to any 
distatice — the eye does not follow a snipe a great way — 
if one be quite sure of the dyke in which it went down. 
I have found small glasses of very great service while 
tramping over the marshes at times when the birds have 
been wild, and, by following up every bird which 
happened to pitch straight into a dyke, have made 
good days under the most unfavourable conditions. 

H 2 



loo SHOOTING THE SNIPE 



One often feels surprised at the small acreage of land 
that has been covered when following up snipe in this 
manner, and at the same time one is always convinced 
that much better results have accrued than would have 
resulted if one had gone straight on and ignored 
birds which pitched to the rearward. The quantity of 
walking one does when snipe shooting on marsh or fen 
is very great ; probably, considering the pace, the dis- 
tance one covers is often three times as long as the 
distance one covers in a day when walking after 
partridges. 

And then there is the crossing of the dykes and 
ditches, for wherever we shoot snipe, on the marsh 
or fen, or in the river valley, we find obstacles of the 
kind which have to be left behind us. Plank bridges 
are generally few and far between ; if one never 
crossed save by a plank, only a small quantity of 
ground would be covered comparatively, while 
generally speaking, following up a marked bird would 
be so lengthy a proceeding as to be scarcely worth 
the necessary expenditure of time. Hence a great 
deal of jumping has to be done — and continuous 
jumping is apt to tell heavily before the end of the 
day. Jumping the wide dykes of the fens needs not 
a little practice — as well as a fair quantity of nerve — 
before one gets well into the work : and even then a 
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faulty calculation may lead to a sousing. I have 
seen a companion land flat on his back — the further 
bank gave way as his feet touched it — in a dyke con- 
taining about two feet of water and a bottom of 
the blackest of black mud. On regaining firm land 
he presented a picture never to be forgotten : nor 
was the rage he was in ever to be forgotten either. 
Poor fellow ! he was scouting during the late war and 
had four bullets put simultaneously through his head 
by ambushed Boers. 

When shooting over country where the dykes are 
wide it should be made a practice for the gunner to 
hand his gun to his companion, then to jump the 
dyke, and then to catch the guns as they are thrown 
from the other side. A gun is best thrown by hold- 
ing it about half way up the barrel with the left hand 
and placing the fingers of the right hand under the 
heel. It should be caught with one hand by the 
barrel, six or eight inches from the breech. Throwing 
and catching a gun, unloaded of course, constitute a 
most safe and simple operation. If you take any- 
thing but quite easy jumps with a gun in your hand, 
sooner or later either you will be certain to suffer at 
the expense of saving your gun, or your gun will 
suffer at the expense of saving yourself. I have 
known a man carrying a jumping pole as a regular 
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adjunct to the snipe-shooter's equipment. With the 
aid of a pole, jumping of course becorpes compara- 
tively easy, and far less telling. 

Anything in the way of a cartridge-bag or a 
game-bag is an abomination when snipe shooting, 
unless one should be merely pottering round. On 
bad ground, a bag, its pull shifted by a sudden jerk, 
will upset one's balance sooner than anything, and is 
always more or less an encumbrance'; when jumping 
has to be done, it is worse than an abomination. If 
you study comfort and utility, don a shooting coat of 
the good old shape with game pockets in the good 
old place. Wear a long cartridge waistcoat, or — it has 
drawbacks which a waistcoat has not — a cartridge 
belt, and stow away in odd pockets what extra 
cartridges you think will be needed. Short cartridges 
are a convenience if your gun will shoot with them 
quite as well as with long ones. If otherwise, they 
are undesirable, decreased bulk in no way compen- 
sating for a poor pattern. 

Wherever in England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales there exist conditions suited to the bird's 
tastes, there from time to time will snipe appear in 
greater or less numbers. These conditions, as we 
have seen in an earlier chapter, are : soft soil con- 
taining an abundant supply of worms, and water near 
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at hand wherein the birds may frequently cleanse 
their bills from the drying mud or earth with which 
they quickly become incrusted. What care the snipe 
takes of that long bill of his ! how scrupulously clean 
he keeps it 1 

The question of dogs in connection with snipe- 
shooting is an important one. 

A dog which retrieves really well both from land 
and water is to be considered indispensable to the 
gunner who walks after snipe. Failing the com- 
panionship of such a dog, one must labour under 
considerable and continuous difficulties, and lose 
many and many a bird in spite of all endeavours. 
Not only do snipe repeatedly fall in the most in- 
accessible places, but, on account of their small size 
and the tints of their plumage, it is often a difficult 
task or an impossible one to find them if they fall on 
anything save quite bare ground. If a bird falls in 
watery sedge or rush, it is almost certainly lost for 
good and all unless one has the services of a retriever 
at command. More than ever is a dog indispensable 
when soft snow lies upon the ground, especially snow 
that is thawing and sinking away from the upstanding 
herbage. A snipe falling into soft snow is often com- 
pletely lost to sight, not a sigr^ disclosing the spot 
where it fell : and unless it has been marked down with 
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absolute exactitude, it is more than likely never to be 
gathered without canine assistance. 

Writing on snipe-shooting without a dog, there 
occurs to me one of the strangest shooting incidents 
of which I have ever heard, an incident having the 
merit of being strictly true. The time of its happen- 
ing was many years ago ; the actors were near relatives 
of my own. A and his son B, minus a dog, were re- 
turning home after an afternoon ramble with the gun. 
While walking along the bank of a tidal part of the 
Norfolk Ouse, four or five miles above Lynn, B shot 
a snipe which fell, apparently dead, on the river mud, 
nearly knee deep at that particular point. The bird 
not being considered worth the inconvenience which 
retrieving it from its muddy resting place would have 
entailed, A and B continued their homeward way 
without it. Between the spot where the bird was left 
on the mud and the house in which A and B lived at 
the time, there lies about a third of a mile of park. 
When A and B had crossed the park and reached 
their house, they found A's wife and daughter stand- 
ing on the drive examining a dead snipe. A few 
minutes before, they, A's wife and daughter, had 
heard a fluttering among the branches of a weeping 
birch which overhung the drive, and a moment after- 
wards a wounded snipe fell at their feet. The bird, 
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which died as soon as it was taken from the ground, 
had its breast and the under part of its wings coated 
with mud, unmistakably mud from the river. The 
question was, could this possibly be the bird that had 
been left for dead on the river mud ? B immediately 
returned to the spot where the supposed dead bird 
had been left — and found it gone. The snipe which 
fluttered down through the branches of the weeping 
birch was, beyond doubt, the same bird that had 
been left for dead ; it had risen again and overtaken 
A and B, and had reached the house before they 
reached it, falling not a dozen yards from the front 
door. 

Many, if not most, Irish sportsmen make a practice 
of shooting snipe over dogs. When one is shooting 
bog or undrained marsh, a setter is invaluable, espe- 
cially when one finds the birds none too abundant — 
and he who owns a dog which will quarter freely, 
stand steadily and retrieve the birds when shot, is 
well equipped indeed. In the case of ordinary snipe 
shooting in England, however, when one simply 
walks the drained marsh, a setter is worse than 
useless. Your spaniel or retriever will, or should, 
tell you of any very close-lying bird in a dyke which 
may be inclined to squat while you pass it. It may 
be said that if you train a setter to retrieve snipe, the 
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dog becomes quite demoralised — and will demoralise 
any other dog — for work in the turnip field : it is a 
difficult thing to cure a dog that has once been taught 
to mouth dead as part of his duty. 

Whatever may be the circumstances under which 
we are shooting snipe, the moment it is seen that a 
charge has told on a bird the gun should be reloaded 
as quickly as if other birds were already on the wing. 
Unless this rule is observed, unless one accustoms 
one's self to reloading instantly, many a snipe will be 
lost which otherwise would go to swell the bag. 
Repeatedly it happens that a second bird, or perhaps 
a couple of birds, will rise a few moments after the 
first has been brought down, and if the gunner be 
caught leisurely loading his gun, the other birds stand 
a most excellent chance of being able to put them- 
selves nicely out of range before the gun can be 
brought to bear. I think snipe more often rise a few 
seconds after a shot than at the shot. No doubt 
sudden fear prompts many of them to squat the 
instant the sound of the discharge reaches them and 
keeps them squatting till they realise that what they 
took to mean near and overwhelming peril, the report, 
has passed — and then, having been put fully on the 
qui vive^ they cognise the gunner's proximity and 
make as speedy a dash for safety as they can. Very 
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frequently one may kill a bird that rose at, say, thirty 
yards, this bird having seen or heard one's approach, 
and then have another, which had not seen or heard 
one's approach, spring up only fifteen or twenty yards 
away after one has had time to replenish the emptied 
chamber. 

I have already briefly alluded to the partiality 
shown by snipe to certain favourite spots. . In any 
piece of snipe ground there are always certain spots 
where we may confidently rely on finding snipe if 
there are any birds in the district. One of these 
favourite spots may be a little rushy pool, another a 
certain part of a certain dyke, another a particular 
corner of a stretch of swamp — yet why these favourite 
spots, snipe corners they are often called, should be 
preferred to other apparently similar spots, none of 
us can say. One cannot tell by any comparison one 
may make why the one little rushy pool should possess 
greater attractions than the dozen other little rushy 
pools within a quarter of a mile radius, or why the 
certain part of the certain dyke should be chosen 
before any other part of the same dyke, or why the 
particular corner of the stretch of swamp should be 
esteemed more desirable than the other corners : from 
the human point of view, all the little rushy pools are 
the same, all the parts of the dyke are the same, and 
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all the corners of the stretch of swamp are the same. 
Yet the snipe discerns very considerable difference 
between his favourite spots and the spots for which 
he has no liking. 

The food question lies at the bottom of all this, 
no doubt. One may hear it said that the snipe's fixed 
liking for favourite spots is due to the greater shelter 
afforded by these spots, greater, that is, than the 
shelter yielded by apparently similar spots near at 
hand. But for my own part I have never been able 
to find that considerations of shelter have anything to 
do with the matter. Snipe will be found in just the 
same favourite part of a favourite dyke whether the 
wind blows directly down the dyke or whether the 
banks serve as shelter. Many favourite spots are 
open to all the winds that blow. 

Beyond the question of why snipe always choose 
to establish themselves in these favourite spots on 
the snipe ground, we have the question as to how 
they find them. To this latter question no satis- 
factory answer can be given. We can only say that 
the birds possess some unfathomable instinct which 
declares to them that the favourite little pool, the 
certain part of the certain dyke, and the particular 
corner of the stretch of swamp will yield more or 
better food than the other pools, the other parts of 
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the dyke, and the other corners of the swamp. No 
one, I believe, has ever attempted an explanation of 
the instinct ; to myself it appears altogether inex- 
plicable. It may be reasoned that half a dozen snipe 
alighting on a strip of marsh would quickly and 
thoroughly explore it throughout, and would soon 
discover those favourite spots which, presumably on 
account of their yielding a better supply of food than 
other apparently similar spots on the marsh, are 
occupied by snipe after snipe. But the birds drop 
into the favourite spots unerringly, without any 
wandering or exploring. One sees them do it again 
and again : one knows they do it again and again 
when not seen. One may put up a bird on a stretch 
of marsh containing twenty dykes, three of which 
have parts that are favourite spots, and it is more 
than an even chance that the bird, after remaining 
on the wing for a few minutes, will pitch in one of 
these three dykes. Again, frost sets in, and one 
takes one's gun towards dusk and looks round this 
same piece of marsh, which has not yet been visited 
by snipe since the season began, without finding a 
bird. As soon as ever it is light enough to shoot the 
following morning, one visits the three favourite spots 
and kills a snipe from each of them, and then one 
walks all the rest of the marsh and does not find 
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another bird. The night before happens to have 
been pitch dark. Those three birds one killed did 
not find those three favourite spots by exploring the 
marsh. On the other hand, they were guided by an 
instinct about which we know nothing; they came 
into the marsh while there was still a little light left 
and pitched unhesitatingly into the favourite spots, 
just as countless numbers of snipe have pitched un- 
hesitatingly into the same spots before them. 

What explanation can there be except instinct? 
Further, it may be reasoned that these three birds, 
having explored the piece of marsh on a previous occa- 
sion, were familiar with the three favourite spots, and, 
being driven from some other feeding ground by the 
sudden frost, came straight to spots which they knew 
as the best feeding spots on this piece of marsh. 
Possibly this was the case ; but when we again walk 
round with the gun a little before dark we find three 
more birds in these same three spots ; and the next 
morning three more birds in the same three spots, 
and so on, and very likely all the while we do not 
flush another bird anywhere else on the whole piece 
of marsh. At this rate -we must very quickly come 
to an end of the birds to whom these three favourite 
spots could possibly be familiar ; and when we find 
fresh birds continually inhabiting these spots directly 
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others have been killed we must allow it to be more 
probable that our three original birds dropped into 
those three favourite spots by pure instinct, like the 
later birds, than that they knew the advantages of 
the spots through previous experience. 

One may know half a dozen favourite spots on a 
piece of snipe land, and may kill a snipe at each spot 
day after day for week after week. I have done so 
myself, and I have repeatedly killed three snipe a day 
from a favourite spot at times when the birds have been 
far from abundant. If snipe are fairly numerous all 
the favourite spots find fresh tenants very quickly after 
one lot of their predecessors has been killed. Jack 
follow one another in favourite spots just as full snipe 
follow one another. It seems to be a point of honour 
among snipe not to intrude upon the bird in posses- 
sion, for a favourite spot is generally occupied by only 
a single bird. As soon as that bird has fulfilled his 
destiny by finding his way into the sportsman's bag or 
pocket, the first comer feels free to take the vacant 
place. 

I wonder whether others besides myself have 
noticed how often a favourite snipe spot is also the 
haunt of a wren, or whether my own experience of 
knowing various snipe corners in which wrens are 
always to be found is an uncommon one ? 
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With this peculiarity of the bird-^its strong 
partiality for certain spots — in his mind the snipe 
shooter should, whenever it is practicable, visit all 
favourite spots as early in the day as possible, after- 
wards working the rest of the ground systematically. 
This for two reasons. First, so uncertain are snipe 
in their movements that whereas every favourite spot 
might have held a bird — perhaps the only birds on 
the shoot — at nine o'clock in the morning, an hour 
later every snipe may have left the district ; secondly, 
the earlier the spots are visited for the first time, the 
better is the chance of your finding that other birds 
from other land have dropped into them when you 
visit them again. It is perhaps needless to say that 
all favourite spots should command attention as 
frequently as possible during the day's shooting. 

That brief period of twilight at the close of the 
day is all too often neglected by those who take gun 
in hand to pursue the long-billed bird. My advice 
in this matter is as follows : — 

Let your movements as the day wanes be so 
timed that just before the light begins to fail rapidly 
you find yourself at some selected point in what you 
consider the most snipe-patronised part of the ground. 
Unless you can stand in a fairly deep ditch — the best 
possible situation — there must be a blind of some 
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sort, something large enough to blur the sharp outline 
of your figure. Failing a natural blind, a single 
hurdle, propped up on end, acts effectively ; failing 
any blind at all, peg a piece of pure white paper, 
some four inches square, to the ground about twenty 
yards from where you propose to stand. If you rest 
motionless as a log, most of the snipe that come over 
in the dusk will fail to notice you till you jump the 
gun to your shoulder, their attention being absorbed 
by the paper. 

I may say, in the words of Alice's White Knight, 
that this paper arrangement is * a plan of my own in- 
vention,' though I have little doubt that others have 
invented it independently. As a wildfowler, I have 
found it invaluable in various connections. When 
shooting from a mud-hole, or pit, by the fringe of the 
tide, that little piece of white paper pegged down 
near the gunner means a considerable increase in his 
prospects of making a bag. Nearly every bird that 
passes has its attention drawn by the small white 
object, and fails to notice the pit and its occupant till 
well within range. For the curlew the paper possesses 
actual attraction : I have had a curlew, that wildest 
and most wary of birds, turn sharp out of its course 
half a dozen gun-shots away, and, intent on fathom- 
ing the mystery of a new, strange object, come so 
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near to my pit that I could have touched it with a 
hop-pole. 

Shooting snipe at flight time is exciting sport, and 
needs the highest mental concentration on the part of 
the sportsman. The slightest hesitation in taking a 
shot is fatal, for the light is uncertain and the bird's 
speed enormous. When fortunate enough to have the 
chance of putting a charge into the face of a bird, 
act upon your good fortune like lightning : for some 
reason or another which I do not profess to explain, 
this is the most certain of all shots in bad light. 
Remember, for broadside shots you must hold yards 
ahead, for straight-away shots, if any height at all, you 
cannot very well hold too far below. Of course, 
plenty of practice is essential to the slaughter of 
flighting snipe ; the young gunner cannot hope to do 
much good at first. The slightest inclination to hesi- 
tance must be thoroughly overcome. Before the 
flight time is over the light has often grown so dim 
that one has time for no more than to throw the gun 
to the shoulder and fire where one knows the snipe to 
be, the bird having passed from sight before the 
trigger can be pulled. If you are without a dog, you 
will lose many of the birds you kill. Let your dog 
range after every shot, unless you are absolutely certain 
that the bird was not touched, and when you have 
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shot into a wisp, send him a second or a third time 
to make quite sure that nothing has been over- 
looked. It is not a very uncommon thing to drop 
two or three snipe out of a close wisp of half a dozen 
birds. Snipe are often inclined to string in a small 
wisp when the light is very dim, thus giving more or 
less a line shot when going straight away or coming 
at the gun. There is always one spot on a piece of 
snipe ground which is much more favourable to the 
gunner than any other spot. It should be sought for 
till found. The element of uncertainty attaches to 
all kinds of flight shooting. One night must be 
taken with another ; blanks must be looked upon as 
part of the regular order of things. The stroke of 
brilliant luck comes surely in the ehd. After a tiring 
day, when the birds have been so wild that scarcely 
anything could be done with them, a bag of two 
couple may become a total bag of nine or ten couple 
almost before one knows what is happening. 

And I think this is all it is necessary to say on the 
subject of the practical side of snipe shooting. 

At all times snipe shooting is uncertain work. 
Its great uncertainties are : whether or no there will 
be birds in the district when the gunner goes to look 
for them ; whether or no if there are birds in the 
district more than an odd one or two will be found in 
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that part of the district over which he may shoot ; 
whether or no if there are plenty of birds in his part 
of the district in the morning, they will take them- 
selves off to some other part of the district at half an 
hour's notice ; whether, if they are found in abun- 
dance all day, they will lie well or whether they will 
prove so wild as to be scarcely approachable, if ap- 
proachable at all ; and whether, if they are abundant 
and lie well, the gunner will be able to hit them, or 
whether he will find himself quite off form. 

One goes off form more often and more thoroughly 
in snipe shooting than in any other kind of shooting 
whatsoever — I am convinced that this is the experience 
of nineteen snipe shooters out of every twenty. A bad 
start almost inevitably means bad form throughout 
the day : confidence lost after firing the first few shots 
cannot be picked up again till the following morning 
— if it can then. Colonel Hawker, that tough old 
sportsman of a past generation, tells us in his * Diary ' 
that on one occasion he killed thirteen snipe in suc- 
cession, and then missed the following eleven. Ex- 
periences of the kind are far from rare ; a man who 
can stop eight birds out of twelve when in his best 
form may at other times scarcely be able to touch a 
feather. Colonel Hawker also tells us that he killed 
the first thirteen jack at which he shot in the year 
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1802, and then goes on to say : — * I have since fired 
eight shots at one jack, and missed them all.' An 
experience of this kind is also far from rare, and may 
be quite apart from the question of form ; not only 
does the tiny bird often escape the charge, when the 
gun is held true, in a manner little short of miracu- 
lous, but it is very frequently missed through excess 
of allowance. If after killing a few full snipe in quick 
succession a jack rises, one is extremely apt to mis- 
calculate the slower speed of the jack and to hold too 
far ahead. 

On the subject of jack snipe, the following seems 
worth repetition. The story is told of a certain 
Quartermaster Molloy, of the 64th Regiment. 

While he was quartered at Geneva Barracks, Ireland, 
he became passionately enamoured of snipe shooting. 
After his duty was over, or if he could obtain special 
leave for a day, he regularly equipped himself for sport- 
ing ; and he had always the good luck to spring his jack 
snipe, at which he fired. He followed up immediately, 
and the bird dropped so close to him, often, that he was 
firmly persuaded he had killed it. He used to run, with 
breathless eagerness, to lay hold of his prize ; when, lo ! 
it would again rise and fly a little farther. One day, he 
fired eighteen times at it, and each time thought he had 
killed ft. It served him for a whole season. At length 
he was one day crossing the bog in which it lay, when 
up it rose, and he exclaimed, * There's my old friend ! ' 
threw a stick at it, and killed it on the spot. When- 
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ever any of his brother officers found a jack snipe, they 
were always sure to say, * There goes Quartermaster 
Molloy/ 1 

Snipe shooting should be made illegal through- 
out the British Islands till October i. The birds are 
seldom really fit to shoot before that time, besides 
lacking a great deal of the dash that distinguishes 
them afterwards. October i is now the opening 
day for snipe shooting in several Irish counties. 
Would that all our County Councils might follow 
suit — and, while they were about it, would that 
they might make September 15 the opening day 
for duck of all kinds, and March 15, or even 
March 21, the closing day for duck on the coast. 
Such a change in duck shooting dates would give 
the flappers a chance at the beginning of the 
season, and, at the close of the season, would give 
the wildfowler the opportunity for which he so 
often sighs in these days of topsy-turvey winters. 

It has been said that, after India, the Outer 
Hebrides in a good season afford the finest snipe 
shooting in the world. In Ireland, the best snipe 
districts are Counties Galway, Mayo, Kerry, Cork, 
and Clare; in England, the best snipe counties are 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Lincolnshire, and Cam- 

' Blakey's Shooting. 
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bridgeshire. There was a time when large English 
districts could show snipe shooting as good as any to 
be had in the sister Isle. Drainage and cultivation, 
however, have now forced England into a very 
inferior position in this respect. Yet, in a few 
favoured localities in our Eastern counties, some of 
the finest snipe shooting attainable is still to be had 
when the season happens to be right. One such 
locality known to me, only a few hundred acres 
in extent, holds snipe by the thousand in a good 
year, and is but rarely shot over. I knew as an 
old man one who, in his young days, made his 
winter's living by shooting over the undrained 
marshes of a Norfolk river valley. On one occa- 
sion — I received satisfactory corroboration of this 
from an independent source — he bagged a hundred 
couple of snipe in the day, shooting from dawn to 
dusk. At that time it was not such a very un- 
common thing for a good shot to kill his fifty 
couple in the day on this particular tract of marsh. 
I believe I am right in saying that the largest bag 
of snipe ever made in the British Islands — or ever 
recorded as having been made — by one gun in a 
single season is the bag secured by Mr. P. Halloran 
in County Clare during the long winter of 1880-81. 
Mr. Halloran's total for the season amounted to no 
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less than 1,376 head. In County Sligo Mr. Edward 
Gethin killed 959 birds during the season of 1877-78 
Mr. Lloyd, a well-known writer on sport and natural 
history in his own day, tells us that, also in Ireland, 
he killed in 1820 1,310 snipe. Mr. Mottram, shooting 
in 1884 in one of the islands of the Hebrides, killed 
992 snipe by the end of October. Snipe have never 
been so abundant in the British Islands as they 
were in 1880-81, when many districts teemed with 
the birds. During this year one game dealer in 
Ireland purchased and despatched to the different 
markets nearly 17,000 snipe. Of this total — these 
figures are beyond all questioning — over 9,000 were 
brought in by the peasants in the neighbourhood 
of Tralee, County Kerry. In England we cannot 
now in any way approach such figures, though very 
large seasons* bags were made on undrained land 
years ago, when snipe literally swarmed in the 
Norfolk and Cambridgeshire fens. Still, of later 
years some noteworthy bags have been made. Not 
such a very great while ago, in a locality over which 
I have myself done a good deal of snipe shooting, 
Mr. R. Fellowes accounted for 158 birds in a day. 
In one day, in i860, Lord Leicester, at Holkham, 
got 156 snipe to his own gun. 

Probably the very hottest snipe comer in all 
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England is a tract of boggy land about fifty acres in 
extent on Oulton Broad, near Lowestoft. It is known 
as Whitecast. Ever since snipe shooting was, these 
fifty acres or so have been incessantly and remorse- 
lessly shot over by succeeding generations of gunners, 
the attraction of the spot for the birds having always 
remained undiminished. Naturally the quantity of 
lead put into the ground has been very considerable. 
For long it had come to be said that, so great must 
be the number of pellets in the soil, a square foot of 
solid earth taken from any part ought to contain an 
ounce of shot. Then a bet was made that three 
square feet of earth a spit deep dug up and washed 
would yield three ounces of shot — and the bet was 
won. Colonel Leathes, in a letter to Sir Ralph 
Payne-Gallwey, vouches for the fact. One has 
thought at times that an old-established rabbit bank 
might contain even more lead per square foot. 

Though a season^s total like Mr. Halloran's 1,376 
head sounds enormous to the ordinary every-day snipe 
shooter, it is probably almost a modest performance 
compared with what must have been done in India 
during a season by keen sportsmen : there it is certain 
that hard shooting would soon top such a total. A 
good shot on good snipe ground in India can kill his 
hundred couple or more in the day. Unfortunately 
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I can find no authentic record of a season's bag to a 
single gun in India. There are various weirdly tall 
Indian snipe shooting stories which, like a good many 
snake and tiger stories, lack what would be called 
strict corroboration, but, after making all due allow- 
ances for climate, one fully recognises that snipe 
shooting in a good corner of India is one of those 
things which must be seen to be rightly appreciated. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 

Perhaps the woodcock {Scolopax rusticold) stands 
among British birds as the finest example of nature's 
many wonderful instances of protective colouring. 
How thoroughly Nature studies the hues of those of 
her creatures whose habits or disabilities of movement 
would make them almost certain victims to the hunger 
of predaceous foes ! In the insect world we find pro- 
tective colouring the rule in all three stages of life, 
the colouring being dependent upon the surroundings 
into which the habits of the insect take it To birds 
which by instinct squat instead of fleeing at the sight 
of an enemy, nature has been equally beneficent. 
The partridge, to all intents and purposes invisible 
to a hawk flying overhead, is a typical instance. 

Those rich, beautiful mottlings of the woodcock, 
so strikingly noticeable when we take the bird into 
our bands and exsimine it closely, render the plumage 



126 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 



all but indiscernible against the bird's natural back- 
ground of dead and dying leaves when viewed from a 
distance of but a very few feet, and it is in his day- 
time lair alone that the *cock needs the protection of 
colour. The one conspicuous thing — and a very con- 
spicuous thing it is — about a squatting woodcock is that 
large, liquid, lustrous eye, the eye of a bird of the 
night, which looks like a big black bead shining from 
the bed of leaves. The woodcock's eye it is which 
frequently betrays the bird's presence to a human 
being. Did Nature but prompt the 'cock to close or 
almost close its eyes on the approach of an enemy, it 
would be well nigh as lost to sight among the dead 
foliage as a lappet moth. 

The woodcock varies considerably in the tints of 
its plumage and very considerably in size and weight. 
Perhaps no other bird shows greater variation in size 
when in a wild state. On account of this diversity 
in size and colouring it was for long believed by sports- 
men and naturalists that there were three and even 
four distinct kinds of 'cock. As late as our own time 
the belief that there are separate species of the birds 
lingers in some parts of the country. I suppose it may 
be taken that such a belief was quite a natural one in 
olden days by those who ever thought upon the subject, 
for people then were wont to believe almost anything 
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concerning natural history, however improbable it 
might really be. The common 'cock, the large 
muffled 'cock, and the little black or dark 'cock were 
usually declared to be distinct species by those who 
put pen to paper concerning Rusticola^ while the 
white or buff bird was not infrequently given as a 
fourth. Besides the difference in the shade of the 
plumage of individual birds — pale, normal, and 
dark — pure sports in feathering have been recorded 
from time to time. One, for instance, is described as 
having the body a light ash tint with bars of delicate 
rufous hue, the tail brown, and the legs flesh colour ; 
another as having the head of a pale red, the body 
white, and the wings brown ; a third as being 
practically black throughout. Buff, cream-coloured 
and pure white woodcock have often been shot. 
The finest known specimen of the pure white bird is 
that preserved at Melton Constable in Norfolk, the 
seat of Lord Hastings. The bird was killed on the 
estate. 

The average weight of the woodcock works out at 
something between eleven and twelve ounces. A 
very small bird will weigh as little as eight ounces or 
but a trifle over, a very fine one as much as fifteen or 
sixteen ounces. Occasionally one hears of the death 
of a phenomenal specimen which has turned the scale 
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at an ounce or two over the pound. Yarrel mentions 
a gigantic woodcock, shot in the year 1801, weighing 
no less than twenty-seven ounces. Another of twenty- 
four ounces was killed soon afterwards. Evidence as 
to the accuracy of the recorded weight of these birds 
is little to be doubted, if indeed it is not quite 
conclusive. 

I have always when thinking of 'cock found my- 
self compelled to believe that up till a century or so 
ago there existed in small numbers a distinct species 
of large woodcock of which the birds mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph were members. Such a 
species, numerically small and less well-equipped than 
the common 'cock for fighting the battle of life, might 
have been totally exterminated by a single winter of 
exceptional severity setting in with exceptional abrupt- 
ness. From what one can glean, these very large 
birds were at one time so far common, especially in 
the eastern counties, as to be generally known by the 
rustics as * double woodcock.' Their other name, 
muffled 'cock or muff-'cock, seems to imply some 
peculiarity in the growth of the feathers — perhaps 
something bearing a resemblance to that of the ruff. 
We never come across birds of anything like the size, or 
birds having any such peculiarity of plumage, as might 
lead us to say that we had killed a muffled 'cock in 
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our own day, nor has any bird of the kind been 
heard of for many decades. Though a great deal of 
what was written on nature subjects a hundred or 
more years ago has to be taken with more or less 
caution, we cannot doubt the quondam existence of 
the double woodcock. The only question of doubt 
is whether the bird was an enlarged variety of the 
common woodcock or whether it was a distinct 
species which passed out of existence something like 
a century ago. The latter seems to me very much 
more probable than the former. It is difficult to 
imagine a bird, the very largest examples of which 
encountered by us at the present time are only an 
ounce or two over the pound, ever throwing off 
specimens —specimens up to twenty-seven ounces — 
of such size and with such frequency. If the wood- 
cock only so short a time back sported thus freely, 
it would sport as freely now. Such things in a 
wild creature do not change in a hundred years, if 
they do in a thousand. Yet neither we nor our 
fathers have ever seen or shot a double woodcock. 
Picture two wild birds of the same species lying 
side by side, the one weighing twenty-seven ounces 
and the other eight ounces. Then there is 
the peculiarity, for I think we must assume the 
peculiarity, of plumage which gave rise to the name 
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of muff, muffed, or muffled 'cock. It is a pity of 
pities that no double woodcock should ever have been 
preserved and handed down for our examination. 

There are — in spite of a great deal that has from 
time to time been said to the contrary — no external 
signs whatever which will disclose the sex of a wood- 
cock, and to the best of my knowledge there has 
never been made an examination of a number of 
'cock such as would satisfactorily decide the question 
as to whether or not all the small birds we shoot 
are cocks and all the large ones hens. It is generally 
assumed, and, I think, correctly, that the females are 
to be known by their larger size. The sportsman 
thinks too much of the merits of his bag and the 
feelings of his cook to countenance the mutilation of 
a batch of birds necessary to prove this. If Lord 
Ardilaun, or some other highly-favoured sportsman, 
would consent to set aside twenty of the largest birds 
and twenty of the smallest at the end of a woodcock 
shoot, and have them examined and reported upon 
by some properly qualified person, the question 
would be finally set at rest — and I should be sur- 
prised to hear that a single hen was found among the 
small birds or a single cock among the large ones. 
As a rule, the plumage of a large 'cock is lighter in 
shade than that of a small one. 
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The woodcock nests in various parts of the 
British Islands, favouring certain districts and avoid- 
ing others entirely. In Ireland and the southern 
counties of England the bird nests more numerously 
than elsewhere. P'or the last two decades or so the 
'cock has bred with us in steadily increasing numbers. 
There is little, if any, doubt that this increase is to 
be attributed to the comparative mildness of the 
seasons as a whole during that period. The nesting 
of the woodcock in England seems to have been a 
rare thing in the time of our grandfathers ; indeed, 
one feels compelled to fancy that many of the dead 
and gone generations of sportsmen never credited the 
*cock with breeding here at all. 

The pairing of woodcock begins on the average 
during the third week of February, sometimes a 
little earlier, sometimes a little later, according to 
the weather which prevails at the time. Birds have 
been known at times to nest as early as the middle of 
March, but such instances of early nesting have, I 
believe, only been noticed in very mild springs. As 
to whether or no the bird has the habit of nesting 
twice in the season there is no really conclusive 
evidence. Young woodcock have been found in the 
down as late in the year as August \ but in such cases 
it is likely enough that the first clutch was destroyed, 
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and that the parents nested a second time on that 
account. 

During the period of courtship, and while the 
female bird is sitting, the male woodcock displays 
daytime activity which is never evinced at any other 
period of the year. When courting the lady of his 
choice, he is fond of strutting about with drooped 
wings and spread tail, and with the feathers of head 
and neck puffed out to their uttermost. As soon as 
his mate begins to sit, he will spend the first hour or 
so of daylight in flitting up and down the ride or 
open space near which the nest is situated, uttering 
meantime a cry which may be likened to * whe-e-esp,* 
and at intervals giving voice to a second cry resem- 
bling the monosyllables * bree, bree.' While this 
lasts, he looks, with the puffed-out feathers of neck 
and head, for all the world like some strange, long- 
beaked owl. The morning serenade over, he in- 
dulges in a lengthy rest, after which, towards the 
close of the afternoon, he again rises on the wing 
and goes through the same performance. When 
resting during the day, he selects a position never 
more than a few feet away from the nest 

The nest of the woodcock is of the most unpre- 
tentious kind, being nothing more than a rough 
collection of dead leaves and grass drawn together 
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into some convenient, natural depression in the 
ground. A situation with some kind of overhead 
shelter is usually chosen. A patch of bracken is the 
favourite situation; next to bracken, stunted gorse 
seems to possess the greatest attractions for nesting 
'cock. The woodcocks' eggs are generally three in 
number ; sometimes four are laid, but this number is 
never, or has never been known to be, exceeded. 
Their ground colour is buff, often inclining to brown 
or green ; they are blotched at the larger end with 
grey and different shades of rusty brown. In length 
the woodcock's egg approximates an inch and three- 
quarters, under this measurement rather than over. 
The period of incubation cannot be stated with 
certainty, but it is somewhere about twenty-one days. 
The woodcock's nest and eggs are barely distin- 
guishable against the ground selected for them, the 
situation always giving one the impression that the 
owners have lent the fullest consideration to this 
matter; they seem to study everything in order to 
render their small establishment as little visible as 
may be. And well they succeed. The hen bird clings 
very closely to her eggs, sometimes allowing herself 
almost to be trodden on before making up her mind 
to leave them. I am able to vouch for the authenticity 
of a case in which a woodcock nesting in Norfolk, a 
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few years ago, allowed herself to be caught by the 
hand while sitting. Both the male and the female 
will endeavour to lure an intruder from the vicinity of 
the nest or young by feigning disablement. 

Young woodcock are forward in development when 
hatched, and are able to leave the nest almost as soon 
as they are out of the shell. 

In open weather the food of the woodcock con- 
sists almost entirely of worms, other diet probably 
not constituting more than two or three per cent, of 
the total of food consumed. When frost prevails and 
the surface of the usual feeding grounds is rendered 
impenetrable by the bird's bill, the deficiency in the 
worm supply is compensated for by the consumption 
of any insect food that may be found, fresh-water 
mollusca being perhaps the most eagerly sought for 
diet at such a time. If any food at all can be found 
in a woodcock during a period of privation, it is 
almost sure to be a small mollusc. The bird also 
consumes vegetable matter, though only in very small 
quantities, and never, I believe, as long as worms are 
to be found in unlimited numbers. 

The feeding grounds of the woodcock are the same 
as those of the snipe as long as the weather is open, 
but when frost seals the surface of the feeding ground 
the former bird — though never the latter — explores the 
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lowest and most frost-sheltered recesses of the wood 
in search of its sustenance. The woodcock, except 
when pressed for food, will never feed on land at any 
distance from water. When the bird is probing for 
worms frequent washing of the bill is necessary, for 
the same reason that it is necessary to the snipe. 
Water it must have near at hand, even though that 
water be nothing more than a puddle. 

The woodcock is nocturnal in its habits. During 
the hours of daylight it rests in some dry and sheltered 
spot in the covert or coppice, and at dusk sets forth 
on its journey to the feeding ground. This ground 
may be, and very often is, a long distance from the 
spot in which the bird chooses to rest while the sun 
is above the horizon. Some of the favourite 'cock 
coverts on the chalk and sand are miles from the 
nearest ground on which a woodcock would be at all 
likely to feed. 

In the eastern counties it is often believed that 
the woodcock invariably walks from its daytime lair to 
its feeding ground. Considering how well the habits 
of the 'cock were known by past generations, and how 
effectively the knowledge of their habits was drawn 
upon to supply the larders t)f the day — by netting and 
snaring the birds — it is difficult to imagine in what 
way such a notion could have crept into existence. I 
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find among my notes an extract from an article, by a 
writer of considerable local repute, which appeared in 
an East Anglian paper a few years ago : — * The wood- 
cock always walks down to its feeding places if 
possible, even although they be, as they often are, a 
long way from the spot it haunts in the daytime.' 
This exactly expresses the popular notion. But the 
idea is wholly erroneous, not to say grotesque ; 
decidedly grotesque if we imagine a woodcock walking 
through a quarter of a mile of undergrowth, crossing 
the road by the side of the covert, negotiating four or 
five fields of arable, and then striding over the mile of 
down he has to traverse before he can reach his 
favourite little piece of marsh. Instead of walking, 
the woodcock unfailingly takes wing on leaving its 
lair for the nightly expedition to the feeding place. 
Rising silently, it flits down some glade or ride in the 
covert, its elevation being never more than a few feet 
from the ground. On reaching the open, it suddenly 
rises to a considerable height, and continues at this 
height till it finds itself over the feeding ground, when 
it drops almost like a stone. In every wood or 
covert frequented by cock there is always a certain 
opening, generally the end of a ride, by which the 
birds leave and re-enter their home. I have no ex- 
planation of this peculiarity of habit. It seems the 
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more curious when we consider that 'cock do not 
leave the covert together but always singly, one after 
another. Between the time of the exit of the first 
bird on the wing and that of the last there is never 
an interval of more than a quarter of an hour or 
twenty minutes. As our forefathers set their 'cock- 
shut nets at these openings and waited for the flight 
of the 'cock, so do certain moderns who shoot for 
the pot, or the pocket, take up their stand at the 
same dusky hour. After ascertaining which open- 
ing in the wood is used by woodcock, one may, if 
anything of a flight shot, account for nearly every 
bird. 

With the coming of dawn, the woodcock again 
takes .wing, wheeling about for a short time, and often 
giving a peculiar call. Then, after once more rising 
to a considerable height, it starts with rapid flight in 
a bee-line for the covert in which it rests during the 
day. Except during the mating and nesting season 
the voice of the 'cock is rarely heard save when the 
bird is having its brief frolic at dawn or when it is 
well on the wing and flying towards its feeding 
ground at dusk. On again reaching the covert the 
bird descends with a sharp swoop by the side of the 
wood, which it enters by flying up the glade or ride 
down which it came the previous night. Once having 
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reached its favourite resting place, there it remains 
till dusk again begins to fall. 

Such is the life of the woodcock while the weather 
remains open or while there are nothing beyond 
slight frosts. When hard frost comes, the usual un- 
limited supply of worms being then cut off, the bird 
IS driven to seek a far more scanty livelihood by feed- 
ing on any insects that may be found above the sur- 
face of the ground; and to gain even this fare is 
compelled to forsake the open land whereon it has 
been accustomed to feed, and seek sustenance in 
spots where surface food is attainable. At such a 
time the bird explores any sheltered ditch or hollow, 
and turns over the decaying leaves and rubbish, 
devouring all insects that may be exposed during the 
operation. That the living the 'cock picks up in this 
way is quite insufficient for its enormous assimilative 
requirements may be told by its rapid loss of flesh 
under the circumstances. If severe frost and snow 
last more than a short time, 'cock quickly take their 
way to the coast, whence, the food of the shore birds 
being unsuited to their tastes, they soon make a dash 
for more southern lands unless the frost breaks up. 
A certain proportion of woodcock will sometimes, 
perhaps always, face starvation and death rather than 
join in the general movement to the shore and rush 
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from frost-bound Britain. Let it be said that the 
foregoing is more or less dogmatic. We never see^ or 
very, very rarely see, the movements of woodcock at 
any time, for the simple reason that these movements 
are made after daylight. There are only deductions 
to guide us. 'Cock disappear from their inland 
quarters during the reign of prolonged severe weather 
and appear for a brief spell on the coast, and as they 
disappear in turn from the coast, the deduction one 
draws is that they take a southward line in search of 
open feeding grounds. Another deduction has often 
been drawn by some whose scope of observation is 
more local than that of others : to the effect that 
woodcock stay with us and starve during prolonged 
severe weather. This belief, however, I hold em- 
phatically to be quite erroneous. A woodcock is 
found starving or starved, and it is assumed that all 
the other woodcock which flourished in the country a 
fortnight before are starving or starved also. The 
assumption is natural, though wrong. Of the certain 
proportion, a very small one, of *cock who stay on 
when faced by an ever-decreasing food supply, nearly 
every bird must perish if the frost holds. Putting this 
certain small proportion aside, a proportion represent- 
ing the least * fit * instinctively, the woodcock has far 
too great reliance on his wing power, far too keen a 



I40 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 



sense of direction, and far too shrewd a knowledge of 
the fact that towards the equator lie warmer lands, to 
remain in a northward island when he finds himself 
face to face with starvation and sees no likelihood of 
an improvement in the weather. 

It is a mistake to suppose — and it is almost 
universally supposed — that the woodcock feeds en- 
tirely by night and never during the hours of daylight. 
As we have seen when noticing the normal feeding 
habits of the bird, it is the 'cock's custom to lie 
hidden in his woodland lair by day and to wing forth to 
his marshy feeding ground at dusk, returning to the 
dbvert at dawn. After a dark night, however, when 
his searchings for food have not been wholly success- 
ful, hunger asserts itself before the arrival of sundown, 
and the bird, becoming restless, will often, in a more 
or less methodical manner, search for the wherewithal 
to stay the demands of appetite, turning over the 
dead leaf and endeavouring, ineffectually, to probe the 
hard ground. I do not think that at such times the 
woodcock ever strays more than a very short distance, 
perhaps never more than a few yards, from the spot 
selected as a resting place for the day, nor do I think 
the bird ever seeks food during the morning. When, 
after a dark night, a 'cock is flushed from the shelter 
of a clump of holly in the afternoon, careful examina- 
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tion of the ground will frequently disclose unmistak- 
able signs that the bird has been at work among the 
leaves. 

After a day or two's severe frost the wood- 
cock, being hard pressed, will seek for food almost 
throughout the hours of daylight. During such a 
period of pressure the bird would find incalculable 
difficulties in the way of discovering by night the kind 
of food upon which it is temporarily compelled to 
subsist : light sufficient for probing for worms in the 
open would be quite insufficient to enable 'cock to 
descry small snails among the withered leaves at the 
bottom of some sheltered ditch. Unless there was a 
moon at the time of the frost, woodcock would have 
to go quite foodless if they failed to search for food 
by day ; if there was a moon, it is doubtful whether 
they would find more than a very occasional morsel in 
the dim light of the spots wherein they are compelled 
to feed during hard frost. That they know this well 
is proved by their temporary change of habit. Bog 
and water meadow being closed to them, streamlet 
and spring being frozen, they are driven for food to 
the deepest hollows of the woods, the most lightless 
of places. When bird after bird is found in such 
spots by the sportsman during severe frost, the reason 
is not, as is so generally supposed, that the 'cock are 
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there for the sake of shelter and warmth, but that 
they are turning day into night, searching while it is 
light for the make-shift food they would be unable to 
see after the fall of evening. 

A solitary bird is the woodcock — perhaps there is 
none more solitary among all the avian race. Yet 
he is solitary in a peculiar way. Unless we looked 
closely into his solitariness we might almost be in- 
clined to call him a bird of sociable habits. 

All the movements of the woodcock, even, I think, 
when migrating, are independent of the movements of 
any other 'cock. Though a score of birds may tem- 
porarily occupy the same covert and nightly visit the 
same ground for their food, they have nothing what- 
ever to do with one another. This living in the same 
daytime home and spending the night on the same 
feeding-ground gives the impression that they act in 
concert. But this they do not do. Each of them 
has its solitary resting-place; it takes no notice of 
any fellow 'cock at all ; there is no going forth to the 
feeding-ground with another bird, or returning with 
another bird at dawn, or anything of the kind. 
Concert, truly, there is in their movements in that 
when a certain number of birds happen to occupy 
the same covert and nightly visit the same feeding 
ground they leave the covert at just about the same 
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time in the evening, and return to it at just about the 
same time in the morning. But this they do, not 
because real concert exists, but because each of them 
is constrained to obey precisely the same instinct in 
precisely the same manner. They frequent the same 
particular covert and the same particular feeding 
ground because that particular covert and that par- 
ticular feeding ground have certain particular attrac- 
tions for them — attractions which no one can satis- 
factorily fathom — and not because there is, for 
there is not, any bond between them like the bond 
which keeps naturally gregarious birds together. 

Rightly or wrongly — this is not the mere dream 
of a dreamer, but the matured opinion of a student — 
I believe that the inland migrations of woodcock are 
never made by the birds with any mutual under- 
standing. There comes to each bird in a covert the 
instinctive impulse — an impulse too mysterious for 
our cognisance — to make a shift to other quarters, 
and each bird, acting independently of alt the other 
birds, obeys that impulse. Then why, it may be 
asked, do twenty birds suddenly appear in a covert 
which did not hold a single 'cock the previous day 
or perhaps any day during the previous month? 
The answer is : because a 'cock covert, a covert 
which has certain and unaccountable attractions for 
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woodcock, and in which woodcock are sure to be 
found if there are any birds in the district, attracts 
the individual woodcock. Those twenty birds which 
suddenly appear in a covert that did not hold a single 
bird the day before have not necessarily arrived in a 
body, nor have they necessarily come from the same 
covert of departure, nor have they necessarily come 
from the same district even. If there has been a 
general impulse of movement over a wide area, 
they may have dropped in from north, south, east, 
and west. The twenty birds, moving separately and 
independently, happened to strike this particular 
'cock covert, and, influenced by its unaccountable 
attractions, each of them decided to make a home of 
it till the next impulse of movement should assert 
itself. The woodcock pitches by instinct upon a 
certain favourite covert and a certain feeding ground 
just as mysteriously and just as unerringly as the 
snipe pitches upon certain chosen spots. In both 
cases we have the demonstration of the same instinct, 
an instinct quite inexplicable. We see its outcome, 
and that is all. There may be two coverts but a mile 
apart with a stretch of marshy land between them, 
and as far as our own faculties are capable of inter- 
preting things to us there may be no difference what- 
ever between the conditions afforded respectively by 
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these two; yet year after year 'cock may be found 
to frequent the one covert freely and never to select 
the other. 

The geographical range of the woodcock is prac- 
tically co-extensive with that of the snipe. Probably 
it is more circumscribed to our eastward. Like the 
snipe, the woodcock as a general rule breeds in lati- 
tudes considerably higher than those in which it 
passes the winter. The bird's southward range 
extends as far as northern Africa. Two other species 
of woodcock closely resembling our own are found 
in the East Indian Islands and in New Guinea, and 
a smaller species exists in North America. Probably 
our woodcock is more numerous during the winter in 
Greece and Portugal than anywhere else. In the 
former country, fifty couple a day to a single gun is 
by no means a very unusual bag. Generally speak- 
ing, wherever snipe are found woodcock are found 
there too, the snipe being almost invariably far more 
numerous than the 'cock. Few birds have so wide a 
range as that of the woodcock and the snipe. 

The flight of the woodcock is extremely strong 
and extremely rapid, though there are times when 
the bird will fly almost sluggishlyj in such a way that 
one seeing it for the first time when it happened to 
be flying thus would never credit the 'cock with its 

L 
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huge power of wing. After a light night, the birds 
having fed heavily, the forenoon finds them as a 
whole minus a good deal of their accustomed dash ; 
after a dark night, during which they have fed 
scantily, they will fly as swiftly as — well, as very few 
birds indeed can fly. The woodcock adopts the 
same twisting tactics as those practised by the snipe, 
swerviifg to right and left in order to put on the 
maximum of speed in the minimum of time. 'Cock 
usually twist less after a light night than after a dark 
one, and less in dull or misty weather than when the 
weather is bright. 

Probably ninety per cent, at least of the woodcock 
shot in the British Islands are migrants. If the 
weather is suitable — the following chapter will deal 
with the subject of migration in full — the migrant 
birds begin to reach us about the middle of the first 
fortnight in October. The main body appears some 
three or four weeks later when the season is a normal 
one. If the weather in Northern Europe remains 
open, woodcock may continue to come into our 
country as late as early December. The migrants leave 
us again between the third week of February and the 
first week of April ; here again the state of the weather 
determining the time of their movements. 

Though woodcock breed with us much more 
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numerously than was once the case, there can be no 
doubt that the birds have been steadily decreasing in 
numbers for many years past, which means, of course, 
that fewer migrants reach us now than in days gone 
by. Though unreservedly admitting the reality of this 
decrease, I do not consider it so great as people often 
maintain. There enters here the question whether 
the diminution in numbers is not to some consider- 
able extent merely apparent, whether we must not 
take into consideration the modem system of shoot- 
ing in the matter, whether the decrease in the number 
of 'cock bagged may not have distorted the right ap- 
preciation of the actual decrease in the yearly head of 
woodcock in the country. 

For these reasons. A couple of generations ago 
woodcock were very much more often especially 
sought after than now. There were no big days then, 
coverts were many times more frequently shot through 
during a season than they are in our own generation. 
A sharp look-out was then kept for the birds. The 
fact that a 'cock had been seen was sufficient for an 
immediate call to arms and an expedition in search of 
the fall that one 'cock might have heralded : a touch 
of likely weather, likely judging by previous seasons 
was sufficient for a similar call and a similar search. 

That was formerly. Now fashion has given us big 

L 3 
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days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 
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may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 
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shot, and at another time decides that on the days 
these coverts are shot the 'cock shall be elsewhere. 

In writing upon the subject of the decrease iit the 
number of woodcock, figures of course are quite out 
of the question ; but one may believe that there has 
been a steady diminution for upwards of a century. 
The decrease has been most remarked upon during 
the past ten or fifteen years. I attribute this mainly 
to the change that has come about in the seasons, and 
partly, to a very small extent comparatively, to the 
persecution of the birds abroad, the market value of the 
'cock being quite as forcible an incentive to slaughter 
among the ultra-British potting fraternity as among 
the British. In Norway, for instance, a sharp watch 
is kept near the coast during the periods of- migration, 
when the birds are shot and trapped in large numbers. 
Captain Symonds, writing in the * Globe ' three or four 
years ago, said: — 

Some two years since, while in Norway, I was talking 
to a well-to-do Norwegian, who spoke English well. 
The conversation turned on woodcocks, and I asked him 
if he got many. He said sometimes in the winter, when the 
birds came to the coast, they were caught in traps, or 
shot when they stopped quiet, being tired after flying ; 
but the best time was in the spring when they were 
making love. 

As to the change in seasons and its effect upon 
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our head of 'cock : The open winters of to-day allow 
woodcock to exist on the Continent in latitudes in 
which they could not have existed when the winters 
were * old fashioned ; ' and thus a stream of birds 
which was wont to reach us from the eastward and 
north-eastward has gradually diminished and is 
still gradually dwindling — and will perhaps dwindle 
entirely out of existence. Of course, a statement 
of this kind cannot be proved, but its accuracy is 
probable. It has been maintained that the long 
and severe frost of 1890 — or was it 1891 ? I am 
not quite sure of the year — which was the only old- 
fashioned winter known to the younger generation, 
killed off so many 'cock that our own stock — the 
stock of Western Europe should have been the term 
used — was almost annihilated, and that the present 
scarcity of the birds is directly and wholly attributable 
to that reason. But this I cannot in any way agree 
with : I do not believe that woodcock have ever 
allowed themselvesi to be starved in large numbers. 
As has been already said, their instinct takes them to 
the coast when severe weather sets in, and almost im- 
mediately prompts them to southward migration 
unless the weather breaks up. Thus the majority: 
the few, the least * fit,' instinctively stay behind and 
starve. During this particular frost several 'cock were 
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found dead by the side of the frozen water-courses in 
one of the islands of the Hebrides. Many people 
interested in bird migration, a matter about which we 
still have much to learn, do not sufficiently take into 
account special migration due to special exigencies- 
migration apart from the regular tides of autumn and 
spring. How far this severe winter, that of 1890 or 
1 89 1, affected countries to the south of us I have no 
means at hand whereby to ascertain, but I am under 
the impression that the rigours of Southern Europe 
were such that woodcock could scarcely find a living 
this side of the Mediterranean* What would have 
happened had all the woodcock remained that winter 
in the latitudes they selected the previous autumn as 
suited to their residence till the time of the spring 
flight ? Simply an enormous proportion, very nearly 
all, would have been done to death by starvation, such 
a proportion that it would take very many years 
before the stock could reach its original strength. 
Yet the few following woodcock seasons were normal, 
as modern seasons go, while the season of 1894-5 
was the best 'cock season we have had for a long 
time — fifteen years at least. It was in early January, 
1895, that Lord Ardilaun made the record bag of 
'cock, killing, with eight guns, 508 birds in one 
day. Instead of starving in the long frost of 
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1890 or 1 89 1, the woodcock that were in the British 
Islands, as well as those in countries similarly 
affected, pursued a southward course till they dis- 
covered land where a decent living might be gained, 
and most of our home-breeding birds found their way 
back to us in the spring. If 'cock possessed no in- 
stinct for special migration under special circum- 
stances, the old-fashioned winters would have practi- 
cally exterminated the species. The birds found 
dead or dying from starvation after a certain number 
of days' continuous severe frost represent but a small 
section of their race, and the deductions, often drawn 
from the finding of them are mere guess-work. As 
well say that every year large numbers of woodcock 
stay and starve in Norway as that large numbers stay 
and starve in our own country when we happen to 
have an old-fashioned winter. 

Reverting for just a moment to the change in the 
seasons as bearing upon the modem scarcity of 
woodcock. Birds — I am dealing with probabilities — 
which used to reach us from the north-east and east, 
and given a series of old-fashioned winters setting in 
on old-fashioned dates would again do so, now take 
a southerly line, having found that the modern winter 
allows them to exist comfortably on the Continent in 
British latitudes or but little below them. Should 
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severe weather set in after the autumn migration is 
over, these birds would then have to take a line 
to the north-west if they wished to visit us, a 
course altogether against their instincts. Instead of 
doing this, they work southward under the pressure 
of frost ; though hard weather setting in after the 
autumn migration is practically over, say between 
November 21 and December 7, brings us a fair fall of 
'cock, these are only some of what have been caught 
at the time well above Parallel 50, and represent but 
a modest proportion of what would have come to us 
m a south-westerly line had there been hard weather 
on the Continent at the time it was accustomed 
to set in during the old-fashioned winters. Briefly 
and dogmatically, the change in the seasons has' 
steadily told upon the bird's instinct to take a south- 
westerly line from its Scandinavian breeding grounds; 
year after year it has more fully appreciated the non- 
necessity of making a lengthy over -sea journey ; 
instead of making such a journey, it takes a southward 
line, adhering to the mainland — and the British 
gunner sighs in vain for the days of auld lang syne. 
To-day it is usually almost as much summer as winter 
when woodcock migration is in full swing. When 
once the autumn migration is over, the migratory in- 
stinct proper dies out, and when further movement 
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happens to be forced upon the bird by the weather, 
that movement is towards the south. 

A popular idea that the decrease in the number of 
immigrant 'cock is due to their eggs being sought for 
and eaten by North Europeans is quite fallacious. The 
woodcock nests in the wildest and most unpopulated 
parts of Scandinavia and Northern Russia, and nests 
there with absolute immunity from the attentions of 
human egg-stealers. 
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days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 
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may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay- at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



148 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 



. THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 149 



may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



148 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 



. THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 149 



may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



148 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 



. THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 149 



may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



148 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 



. THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 149 



may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



148 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

days, tame bred pheasants, and an opening of the 
covert-beating season several weeks later than the 
date on which the season was really opened not 
such a great number of years ago. We do not 
keep that special look-out for woodcock now ; if a 
woodcock or two be flushed by a wandering keeper 
in Woodcock Bottom at the end of October, we do 
not straightway go and bundle our pheasants out of 
the coverts on the chance of killing a few couple of 
'cock. What we do is to keep those coverts quiet 
till a long time after the season has lawfully opened, 
perhaps even till Christmas or thereabouts, and then 
shoot them three, or possibly four, or now and then 
it may be even five, times before February i. And 
then, though we may kill 'cock up till March i, we 
never think of disturbing the coverts again till the 
following Christmas or its thereabouts. Woodcock 
in these coverts are now only accessory to the bag of 
pheasants, and no longer a special object of search to 
the owner of the shooting. 

If we consider all this, we see at once and clearly 
to how large a degree the decrease in the number of 
'cock may be merely apparent, how the diminution 
in the number of 'cock killed may mislead one in 
forming opinions about the actual decrease. The 
game books of a landowner's father and grandfather 



. THE WOODCOCK AND HIS WAYS 149 

may show that for two generations an average yearly 
bag of fifty couple of 'cock was made on the manor ; 
the game book of the present tenant may only show 
an average bag of five couple ; and yet in good 
seasons if he began his covert season on the same 
date as his father and grandfather began theirs, and 
kept the same look-out for woodcock as they did, the 
manor might still yield a bag not very far removed 
from the fifty couple. Nor is it as it would be if 
the woodcock were a stay-at-home like the pheasant. 
The pheasants are always at hand to be killed : the 
'cock shift their quarters continually. What are the 
chances that a man will find woodcock in his coverts 
on any one of those very few big days that constitute 
the sum total of his covert beating ? They are really 
very small chances. He may happen to hit off a day 
when the birds are there, but that is all. Without 
any stretch of fancy, one can imagine no decrease at 
all having taken place in the . numbers of 'cock in 
England, and there being a non-varying head of birds 
in the country every season — both quite erroneous 
conclusions — and some years being tip-top years while 
others are almost blanks, just because luck decides at 
one time that a large proportion of the dates fixed 
for covert beating shall synchronize with the times at 
which woodcock will be in the coverts when they are 



i68 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 



which they are bound. This, of course, in normal 
weather. If they meet a contrary wind at their 
adopted altitude they no doubt quickly seek a lower, 
or perhaps a higher, one. When the weather is against 
them, and their journey has been consequently pro- 
longed till their strength fails, many of them sink lower 
and lower till they find themselves struggling feebly 
onwards only just above the water long before their 
destination is reached ; and when they reach it at 
last they arrive in a state of utter exhaustion. 
Enormous numbers of birds drop into the sea and are 
drowned when boisterous weather prevails at the 
seasons of migration. 

In normal weather, migrant woodcock land upon 
the east coast of England and Scotland, and after a brief 
rest at once begin to spread themselves over the whole 
of our islands, favouring certain districts as suited 
to their winter residence, and visiting other districts 
merely occasionally and in very small numbers. 

Those 'cock which reach the Norfolk and Suffolk 
coast generally show that their journey has had but 
little effect upon them, though sometimes they are 
found to be weak and in poor condition. That their 
comparatively short flight has, however, made some 
considerable tax upon their strength seems certain, 
on account of their disinclination to continue the 
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journey beyond the coast line till they have had 
a lengthy rest. Local shore shooters, always on the 
look-out for woodcock at the time of the autumn 
migration, often punish the birds severely. I have 
known ten couple of *cock to be killed at dawn from 
a single strip of marram only about two hundred and 
fifty yards by about twenty yards. When there has 
been a large fall of woodcock during the night, birds 
may be found at times in the strangest places, places 
where one would least expect to find a 'cock at any 
other time of the year. Not so very long ago a 
walled-in garden in a populous village on the east 
coast yielded its owner one or more 'cock every 
morning for a week, all the birds he shot being plump 
and fat. Unless disturbed, where woodcock pitch on 
the night of their arrival, there they rest till dusk sets 
in the following day : though one day the country 
near the coast may abound with them, the next day 
you may seek in vain for a single bird. 

It is rarely that the birds are seen actually 
arriving, but an instance is quoted by a sportsman 
and naturalist, who signs himself * Moorman.' Ac- 
companied by one of his men he went round one 
evening, carrying a shaded lantern, to seek evidence 
of poachers' work. His attention was called to the 
sound of an occasional bird flying, and between the 
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tops of the firs he and his man distinctly saw one or 
two birds pitch. He had just brought his lantern to 
bear on the ground when his man suddenly cried, 
* There he goes ! ' made a dash down the hedgeside, 
and the next instant was sprawling at full length with 
a woodcock beneath him. * Fve got 'im, Master ! * 
he cried, breathlessly, and sure enough he had, the 
bird being more frightened than hurt. 

The woodcock which reach the north-east coast of 
England are almost certainly birds which have started 
from the Dutch or German coast : those which reach 
the shores of Norfolk and Suffolk are almost certainly 
birds which have left the shore of Holland. Many 
years ago there was a large fall of starving 'cock in the 
streets of a Suffolk coast town, birds so weak that 
numbers of them were caught by the inhabitants. 
These birds probably started from Norway or Sweden, 
and were driven by gales far down the North Sea 
before they could effect a landing. No doubt the 
birds which sometimes now reach the Norfolk and 
Suffolk coast in the skeleton stage have passed 
through the same experience. It seems unlikely that 
the instinct of birds leaving the Scandinavian coast 
would ever prompt them to take so southward a line 
as one leading to the coast of Suffolk. Nothing, of 
course, can be said with certainty on the subject, but 
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it is a reasonable supposition that the instinct of 
orientation in woodcock causes all the birds to steer 
west or but a little south of west. Thus we should 
have birds which left the Norwegian coast landing 
in Scotland, others which started from Denmark 
striking our shore north of Lincolnshire, and those 
which left Germany and Holland making their appear- 
ance south of the Humber — all this roughly, and, 
to repeat, in normal weather. That birds starting 
from Norway not infrequently cut matters too fine . in 
the direction of their flight, so that they thus miss the 
, coast of Northern Scotland, and have to work back 
again when they discover from the undue length of their 
journey that they have overshot the mark — eventually if 
their strength holds out landing on the western coast of 
Scotland or Ireland and even the west coast of England 
— appears to point strongly to the assumption that the 
line they take by instinct is never very far south of west. 
When, however, woodcock land on our western 
coast at the time of the prevalence of stormy weather, 
their doing so may more rightly be attributed to un- 
favourable winds having driven them out of their course 
than to their having willingly taken a line tending too 
much towards the north. That woodcock, like other 
birds, are frequently driven out of their course by 
gales which spring up after they have left their starting- 
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point is certain; for their arrival, fleshless and starving, 
on the western seaboard is by no means infrequent, 
in fact occurs time after time under such circumstances. 
It has been put forward that on a dark night birds of 
such strong and swift flight as 'cock may well be 
supposed at times to pass right over our islands with- 
out knowing that dry land lies beneath them and 
find themselves at daybreak a long way to the west ; 
and that many of the birds that beat back over the 
Atlantic are birds which have passed over us in the 
darkness. This is possible, of course, but I do not 
think it likely. 

One might say, speaking generally, that if there 
come a continuance of strong winds from the south- 
east round to the north-west during the few weeks 
woodcock are moving from their summer quarters, few 
birds will reach us and it will be a poor 'cock year : 
if the weather be still during that period it will be a 
^ moderate or fair year; while if the wind hold any- 
where to the northward of these two points the year is 
likely to prove a good one. Suitable winds coming 
after the main body of 'cock have moved southwards 
will not repair the shortage ; for the birds having once 
passed south and found themselves amid comfortable 
surroundings will remain there for the winter, or will 
work further south on the mainland if frost compels 
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them to move at all. Having once left to the north 
of them the point from which they would have started 
for the British Islands if they had not been deterred 
by adverse winds, they give up all thoughts of visiting 
us that season. 

The woodcock, like all other birds, prefers a side 
wind for migration. Here again space does not allow 
one to indulge in full discussion of a particularly in- 
teresting matter. Briefly : a head wind is inimical to 
sustained flight unless it should be only a breeze, or 
but little more, and then it is of direct assistance ; and 
a stern wind is at all times inimical to sustained flight, 
for if merely a breeze it lessens the resisting power of 
the air, whilst if it amount to a strong current the 
resisting power is decreased in proportion.^ 

Woodcock never reach us in daylight except when 
the weather has been unfavourable to their flight, and 
their journey has thus been delayed, or when, either 
through having taken too northerly a line or having 
been driven too far north by gales, they have missed 
our islands and found themselves compelled to retrace 
their wing-beats over the Atlantic. 

* The migrating woodcock flies with greater swiftness than 
that of the current if flying with the wind, this being why the 
resisting power of the air is lessened. When a bird flies at a 
lower speed than the speed of the current, it receives assistance 
from the current, but not otherwise. 
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It is an open question whether woodcock collect 
together and start in falls at the time of the autumn 
migration, or whether each bird of a fall that reaches 
us acts on his own account, obeying a common in- 
stinctive impulse which prompts him to leave the 
northern shore at the same time that all his fellows 
leave it and to follow the same line that they follow. 
Judging by the habits of the bird while within our 
islands, I incline strongly to the belief that the latter 
is the case, that instinct impels him to make up his 
mind to start on the cross-sea journey at the same time 
that it impels other 'cock in the locality to do the 
same thing. When a dozen of these solitary birds 
occupy different nooks scattered about a hundred-acre 
wood, and all of them shift their quarters on the same 
night, it appears to me very much more likely that, 
obeying a common instinctive impulse, they act quite 
independently of one another than that they gather 
together first and then start together. In the same 
way I consider it very much more likely that at the 
time of the autumn migration the birds start inde- 
pendently than that they start in falls. They may, 
and no doubt often do, pick one another up at sea 
and end the journey in bunches. Bird instinct is 
much more potent and unerring than many people 
imagine. The instinct that prompts a hundred inde- 
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pendently acting woodcock to leave the same part of 
the foreign shore at dusk on the same night, and to 
take the same flight line, is powerful enough to bring 
them independently of one another to the same point 
on the British coast, where they are found the next 
morning within a strictly defined radius ; this giving 
high colour to the supposition that they started 
together like a pack of swallows. 

As woodcock pair before they leave us, there is 
little doubt that they make the return journey in 
pairs. There are certain statements on record to the 
effect that 'cock have been known to assemble on the 
coast in bodies prior to their departure in the spring ; 
but such supposed cases are few and far between, 
and their accuracy may be considered open to some 
considerable doubt. Enquiries made by me among 
life-long observers, at the English end of perhaps the 
most largely used of all the aerial highways of 
migrating 'cock, have never elicited even a tradition 
of such an event. 

It seems really true that members of the Scolopax 
family at certain times, and under certain circum- 
stances, develop rough ideas — and carry them out — 
on the subject of surgery. In connection with this I 
quote the words of Professor Victor Fatio, merely 
remarking that the reputation of the writer may be 
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taken as placing the matter beyond doubt. M. Fatio, 

an eminent ornithologist, has probably a wider and 

more thorough knowledge of the Scolopacidce than any 

other man living. He has for years made a special 

study of these birds, and has shot them and observed 

them in every country in Asia as well as in Europe 

and America. The quotation I give, translated into 

English by M. Fatio himself, is an extract from the 

report of a lecture delivered by him before the 

Geneva Physiological and Natural History Society on 

April 19, 1888 :— 

Monsieur Victor Fatio relates that when shooting 
woodcock {Scolopax rusticola) he had often noticed that 
this bird when wounded manages to make for himself, 
with the aid of his beak and feathers, a very ingenious 
dressing ; whichever the case may be, he knows 
exactly how to apply a plaster to a bleeding wound or 
to fix a solid ligature round a broken limb. He shot, 
one day, one of these birds which had an old wound on 
its breast, and which was covered by a large plaster 
composed of small, downy feathers plucked from different 
parts of its body and fixed firmly on the wound by the 
dry blood. Another time he found another plaster made 
in exactly the same way on a bird's back. Twice he 
found woodcocks which had ligatures of feathers tied 
and twisted round the part where the bone had been 
fractured. In one case the right leg, just above the 
cartilage, was strongly but quite recently bound round 
with feathers which the bird had taken from its back 
and breast. In the other case the cartilage itself, which 
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was almost completely healed, still had the band that 
had maintained it in position. The most curious and at 
the same time the most unfprtunate case was that of a 
woodcock which had both of its legs fractured by shot, 
and which was only picked up the following day. The 
poor bird had put feather plasters and bandages round 
both its legs, using one bandage only for one leg, and 
that was broken in two different places ; but as it was 
obliged to operate in a most awkward position, and as it 
was unable to use its claws, it was unable to get rid of 
some feathers that had stuck and curled round the end 
of its beak, and which were causing it to die of hunger. 
Although its wounds were splendidly dressed, and 
although it was still able to fly, it was terribly thin. 
This indisputable proof of the intelligence of a bird 
which has always been considered rather stupid, because 
people have put a wrong interpretation on its name,^ 
appears sufficiently interesting to be inscribed in the 
annals of biology. 

As we have seen, it is the habit of the woodcock 
to rest by day in the shelter of the wood or copse, to 
fly to its feeding grounds at dusk, and to return to its 
shelter at daybreak the following morning. We have 
also seen that it is a further habit of the bird to lay 
its eggs and hatch its young in the places, or in simi- 
lar places, it uses as daytime haunts at other periods 
of the year — that is, places always remote to some 

* In France the woodcock is called grand hec^ while the 
same term is used to designate a stupid person. 

N 
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extent, and often far remote, from the low-lying land 
where its food is obtained. 

Given a hungry brood of young woodcock in the 
middle of a wood a mile or more from those water 
meadows which are the nearest ground whereon the. 
parent birds can find soft surface soil and an abun- 
dant supply of worms, one can imagine the work 
that would be entailed upon the parents if they had 
to make backward and forward journeys the whole 
night through in order to satisfy the cravings of the 
youngsters. 

But the woodcock has to make no such journey- 
ings for the purpose of supplying its young with food. 
Far back in its history, the bird adopted the practice 
of nesting at a distance from its feeding ground, and 
then there began a habit, which no doubt soon be- 
came a fixed instinct, having for its object the avoid- 
ance of the labour of feeding a brood at a distance 
from the spot where the food had to be procured. 
This habit was that of carrying its young to the feed- 
ing ground every evening and carrying them back 
to the nest or the neighbourhood of the nest every 
morning. The woodcock is the only bird, or at least 
the only British bird, which has evolved or been 
under the necessity of evolving such an instinct. 

Opinions have differed greatly as to the exact 
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manner in which the woodcock holds a young one 
when flying with it from the nest to the feeding 
ground. One writer, for instance, has told us that 
the bird places a young one upon her * spread feet,' 
and then grips it between the toes and the breast ; 
another that the young one is held between the bill 
and the breast ; whilst another, only a few years ago, 
published the statement that * the hen removes her 
chicks one at a time, from place to place, not in her 
bill nor yet in her claws (as some " observers of 
nature " gravely assert), but by placing them between 
her thighs and pressing them close to her body with 
her bill/ The woodcock, however, does undoubtedly 
carry her young in her claws, and does not use her 
beak at all. Mr. C. B. Moffat, writing in * The Irish 
Naturalist ' in 1899, says : — 

On the morning of April 19th the female, as I ap- 
proached, sat closer than had been her wont, and on 
rising I was almost immediately struck with a curious 
yellowish object that seemed to hang from between her 
legs. The bird's flight was slower than usual, and her 
long bill was plainly seen to be directed forwards, in the 
ordinary attitude, and not in any way used to steady or 
support the object carried. 

The late Duke of Beaufort wrote :— 

In the New Forest, in the year 1850, I came upon a 
female woodcock watering her three young ones at a 

N 2 
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rivulet. She picked up one in each claw and flew of! 
with them. I hid in a high gorse brake close by, and 
saw her return in four or five minutes and pick up the 
remaining bird also in her claw. 

I believe this is the only instance on record in 
which the parent bird has been seen carrying two 
young ones at the same time. The way a woodcock 
starts is, I fancy, to grasp, say, the left wing of the 
young bird near the body with, say, the left foot, 
and then to spring from the ground on the free foot, 
afterwards using the free foot to grasp the young 
bird's other wing. The reason why so much miscon- 
ception has existed as to the way in which the wood- 
cock holds a young one when flying with it is that 
only rarely is the bird seen performing the feat except 
at a time when the light is so dim that accurate 
observations are impossible. 



CHAPTER III 

THE woodcock's BILL AND HIS VARIOUS SENSES 

Many rustics still entertain the old-world idea that 
the woodcock, and, of course, the snipe too, * lives 
on suction,' in other words, that the bird's diet con- 
sists of mud. The form of the beak, so we must 
assume, and the way in which it is used to probe the 
soft soil, gave rise to this very unscientific notion. 
It was seen that where a bird had been feeding there 
were holes in the ground, and therefore it was sup- 
posed that the long bill had been given in order to 
enable its owner to thrust it deep into the earth and 
suck up as much mud as happened to be required for 
a meal. 

The beak of the woodcock and other members of 
the family is a striking example of Nature's bene- 
ficent workings, through evolution, on behalf of her 
creatures, in order to supply them with organs 
adapted to their especial requirements. The ques- 



1 82 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 



tion of the acquirement of food is at the bottom of 
most of the schemes of Nature when moulding and 
developing her handiwork. While age by age she 
gradually lengthened the neck and fore-legs of the 
giraffe in order that the animal's reach might be 
extended and its supply of green leaves thus very 
largely increased, eventually producing the ungainly, 
extraordinary looking quadruped with which man, 
or rather African 'man, has been familiar since he 
became a reasoning being, she extended, for utility 
in the opposite direction, the bill of the woodcock 
and his circle of relatives, or more probably, perhaps, 
the bill of the common ancestor of all this family 
of birds. And well, indeed, has she equipped the 
Scolopacidce in the matter of the organ wherewith 
they are compelled to gain their livelihood. 

This organ, the bill of woodcock and his kinsfolk, 
has been extended to such lengthiness that the 
birds are rendered independent of the whims of 
worms, their principal food, in a way quite unknown 
to or unimagined by the thrush or the robin. Both 
these latter, as well as all other worm -eating birds 
unrelated to the woodcock, are poorly provided for 
in the matter of the worm-culling implement ; a fact 
which may be taken to show that their struggle for 
existence has not been nearly so great as that of 
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Scolopax, or that but a short way back in the length 
of time that has seen bird-life flourishing on our 
planet worms were merely a supplementary form of 
diet, and not, as at the present, the main one. The 
robin of to-day apparently delights more in worms 
than in any other kind of food, and has a keen 
appreciation of adventitious human aid in providing 
him with a ready supply, as we see when he follows 
the spade-carrying gardener down the path, well 
knowing that the tool will disclose a teeming larder. 
Anyone making friends with a young robin, and 
going to work quietly and carefully, can soon so far 
tame the bird — and can keep it always tame — that it 
will come in response to an accustomed call and pick 
worms or crumbs from the hand. 

The thrush, taking this bird merely for com- 
parison with the woodcock, wishing to catch a worm 
must first see that worm. Thus the question of its 
supply of this particular form of di^t is strictly 
governed by the hour of the day and the degree of 
moisture on or near the surface of the ground, the 
movements of the worms being ruled by these two con- 
siderations. The thrush, however, unlike the wood- 
cock, is not almost entirely dependent upon worms 
for his sustenance. He has an advantage in this 
matter over the woodcock in being a day-feeding 
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bird, and when daybreak shows him that there are 
no worms to be found on the surface of the land he 
quickly turns his attention to poking about in any 
likely corner for a breakfast of snails or some other 
palatable food. The woodcock, save ' under excep- 
tional circumstances, feeding almost entirely by night 
— when under these exceptional circumstances he 
feeds during daylight it is but scantily — and living 
practically altogether upon worms, would gain but a 
sorry repast unless he were made independent of the 
conditions of weather which decide whether or no 
the worms will feel disposed to show themselves 
above the surface of the ground ; and if, whatever the 
state of the land might be, worms came to the surface 
of the ground every night, he would be immensely 
handicapped in his search for them during a long 
spell in each month ; for vastly better though his sight 
undoubtedly is by night than that of any day-feeding 
bird, we cannot credit him with the power of seeing 
worms on a moonless night as the thrush sees them 
by day. 

When it is said that the length of the bill of the 
woodcock is about three inches, and that the bird 
thrusts it into the ground as far as the nostrils, it 
will be realised how immeasurably superior the organ 
is for its special purposes and uses over the short 
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bills of surface-feeding birds. A special use of the 
bill being necessary to the woodcock, Nature pro- 
duced an organ suited in every detail to this special 
use ; in the same manner that she twisted the man- 
dibles of the crossbill in order that their owner 
might have a perfect tool for extracting the seeds 
from fir-cones, and curved the upper mandible of the • 
parrot till she had produced, not only a bill pre- 
eminently adapted to securing and breaking up the 
food of the bird, but also the equivalent to a third 
foot for climbing — or rather, considering its position, 
more than an equivalent to a third foot. 

But while its length is indispensable to successfully 
exploring matter beneath the surface of the ground, 
length alone would be of comparatively very small 
account without the peculiar formation and peculiar 
nerve equipment which distinguish the bill of the 
woodcock from the bill of, let us say again, the thrush. 
Were the bill of the thrush to be extended to the 
length of the woodcock's bill, while at the same time 
retaining its own formation and its own, in comparison, 
slightly developed sense of touch, the bird being at the 
same time given the instinct to probe for worms as 
the woodcock probes for them, it is much more than 
doubtful whether he would gain the slightest success 
from his probing. He would be able to turn over 
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decaying leaves to a greater depth and to reach snails 
in recesses where they remain unattainable now, but 
on the whole a bill as lengthy as the woodcock's bill 
would be more an encumbrance than a thing to be 
desired. Length alone in the bill of the woodcock is 
merely fundamental, though of course of the first 
necessity, for any decrease in length would mean a 
corresponding diminution in the exercise of the power 
of prehension and the sense of touch. 

The second necessity for the perfect functioning of 
the organ is that it shall possess delicacy of sensation 
to such degree that it may immediately interpret to 
the brain of its owner between the feeling derived 
from the soft earth through which it is thrust and that 
yielded by coming into contact with any worm it 
may encounter during the thrust. This potentiality it 
has in the highest state of perfection, to the highest 
degree of utility. We are all aware how finely 
developed is the sense of touch in the tip of the fore- 
finger of man. Yet it is altogether to be doubted 
whether if we probed with the forefinger in soil of 
sufficient softness wherein worms lay hidden, the most 
sensitive finger in creation could acquaint its possessor 
with the fact when it came into contact with a worm. 
But the bill of the woodcock is able to do this instantly 
and infallibly. If it were only as sensitive as man's 
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forefinger it would be an organ wanting in efficiency, 
and the bird would find himself severely handicapped 
in gaining his living. ' 

This wonderful organ, the bill of the woodcock 
and his relatives, is one mass of nerves. If soaked 
in water for a few days the outer skin may be readily 
peeled off, and one may then see the nerve system 
laid bare to the eye. The nerve-cells, hexagonal, are 
arranged in raised lines. The cushion at the tip of 
the upper mandible is a nerve mass of the most 
extreme sensitiveness. No doubt this cushion, on 
account of its forward position, contains the nerves 
principally called into play as indicators of a worm's 
presence. The nerves on the upper mandible from 
the cushion towards the nostrils frequently detect a 
worm which the cushion has missed as soon as the 
bird twists its beak round in the earth — though it may 
be admitted that this is purely dogmatic : I do not 
know whether the woodcc>ck has been noticed to do 
it when kept in confinement, or the snipe either^ but 
the latter bird may be seen to carry out the pro- 
ceeding in a wild state. This twisting round brings 
the more sensitive surface of the bill into contact 
with any worm which the less sensitive part, though it 
touched the worm, may have failed to discover. 

The length of the bill of the woodcock, however, 
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and the marvellous nerve system with which it is 
effectively endowed, would not alone prove sufficient 
to enable the bird to do really good work among the 
subterranean quarry on which it subsists unless Nature 
had also studied the prehensile question. Special 
means of prehension were found to be an absolute 
necessity to thoroughly effective equipment. The 
sharp pointed and slightly curved tip of, once again, 
the thrush, so useful in enabling the bird to seize and 
retain his hold of any tiny portion of worm just 
showing above the surface, and to draw the worm from 
its hiding-place, would be practically useless for service 
under ground. Again, if the woodcock's mandibles 
had been of equal length, or practically of equal 
length, securing a worm two or three inches down in 
the soil would be a matter of considerable difficulty, 
would necessitate a very much more complicated 
course of action than that which the bird with his per- 
fected organ finds it necessary to adopt. 

The upper mandible of the woodcock's bill exceeds 
the lower by slightly more than one- tenth of an inch. 
Hence, when the bill comes into contact with a 
worm in the soil, the bird has only to ensure that 
the under surface of the extreme tip of the upper 
mandible touches the worm, and then to withdraw 
the lower mandible from the upper but the smallest 
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distance — and then, the under surface of the extreme 
tip of the upper mandible being kept pressed against 
the worm, a dowftward thrust is all that is necessary 
infallibly to drive the highly yielding body between 
the two mandibles as an eel is forced between the 
tines of an eel-spear. Once wedged between the 
mandibles, the worm — or perhaps very often only a 
portion of it — is easily drawn to the surface. The 
broad and raised tip of the upper mandible so far 
clears the way when forced into the ground, that the 
lower mandible encounters no resistance from the 
soil when withdrawn to the essential small extent 
prior to the thrust which secures the worm being 
given if the whole bill is turned slightly before the 
mandibles are opened ; and I fancy the bird always 
turns it to the necessary degree when probing in other 
than very wet or very loose soil. 

Were there not this difference of length in the 
mandibles, were the mandibles of equal or almost 
equal length, the bird would have to put up with 
various inconveniences from which it is free with the 
bill in its present form. When the point of the bill 
touched a worm, the bill would have to be withdrawn 
till both mandibles were above the worm instead of 
the lower mandible only; the lower mandible, not 
having had its passage cleared, it would be more 
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difficult to withdraw it from the upper mandible, even 
to the small extent now required ; before the thrust 
which forces the worm between the" mandibles could 
be given, the bird would have to be sure that the inner 
surfaces of the tips of both mandibles were in contact 
with the worm, whereas all it has now to do with its 
natural worm-spear is to feel the worm with the inner 
surface of the tip of the upper mandible only ; the 
mandibles would have to be separated more widely 
than is now essential before the bird could feel that 
the inner surfaces of the tips of both mandibles were 
in contact with the worm. All this taking compara- 
tively a long time, it is probable that many worms 
would be roused and change their position before the 
two mandibles could be brought to bear accurately, 
and would be lost. If we consider the very small 
space occupied by the part of the eel's body wedged 
between the tines of an eel-spear, and also consider 
how resistless to compression is a worm compared 
with an eel, and if we further consider how well the 
worm's exterior is lubricated, we can imagine how 
small an opening there need be for a worm to be 
forced between the tips of a woodcock's mandibles 
when the inner surface of the tip of the upper man- 
dible is held in contact with the worm and a down- 
ward thrust is made. 
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Nature makes no attempt to do everything for her 
creatures. She works on the lines best adapted to 
the special needs of each. If she had developed 
man's front limbs into wings, instead of arms with 
hands on them, we should have been able to fly, but 
we should never have been lords of creation. Nature 
is always right. Her creatures at different stages 
create their own needs, but it is Nature who follows up 
the creation of those needs by creating means to 
satisfy them. When she finds that the creature has 
two needs, both of which she is unable to satisfy, she 
decides which is the more important and at once 
sets herself by age-long processes to provide means 
for satisfying this whilst ignoring the less important. 
As the means of satisfying the one are increased, so 
at the same time do the means of satisfying the 
other decrease. When she cannot give with the 
right hand without taking with the left, she takes with 
the left hand unsparingly. In which she is wise, as 
in everything. When man's remote ancestor aban- 
doned a purely maritime life and became amphibious 
he had to sacrifice his gills — the openings of which 
man of to-day not so very infrequently shows at birth 
— in favour of lungs. 

So it was with the bill of the woodcock, or with 
the bill of the common ancestor of the Scolopacida, 
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Nature saw that the woodcock's need for extracting 
worms from beneath the surface was greater than the 
need for feeding above the surface, and saw at the 
same time that it was of greater importance to the 
bird to have a bill thoroughly adapted to underground 
work and ill adapted to surface work than one which 
would be a good tool above ground but only a 
moderate one below. Hence, as usual, she ignored 
the means to satisfy the lesser need and began to per- 
fect, and eventually perfected, the means of satisfying 
the greater, the means of satisfying the former becom- 
ing less efficient as that of satisfying the latter became 
more efficient. As we have seen, while lengthening 
the woodcock's bill and endowing it with a sense of 
touch so delicate that it can be told in an instant 
wheh the surface comes into contact with a worm, she 
at the same time lengthened the upper mandible in 
excess of the lower in order that only the inner surface 
of the tip of the upper mandible need be brought 
in touch with the worm for the bird to * take aim,' and 
in order that it might be certain that the worm would 
find itself forced between the mandibles when the 
bill was thrust downwards. But this excess of length 
of the upper mandible, so necessary to the wood- 
cock when probing, takes away very largely from the 
efficiency of the bill when it is used above the surface. 
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The bird has the greatest difficulty in picking up a 
worm on the flat surface of the ground. This is one 
of the things chiefly noticed when the woodcock is 
kept in confinement. Let worms be given to it in a 
pot of earth, and it probes for them and secures them 
with unerring skill, but let a worm be placed on the 
ground, and it can only be gripped by the bill when it 
has been pushed along till some opposing object is 
encountered ; and even then it is seen that the bill is 
but a comparatively clumsy tool apart from its proper 
sphere of action. The attempts of a woodcock to 
pick up a worm from a flat surface are such as ours 
would be if we endeavoured to pick up the same 
worqi with a pair of pliers the jaws of which were of 
unequal length. 

Does the woodcock probe by rule of thumb, or is 
there any sense which tells him where a worm lies 
hidden in the ground ? This is a question which is, 
and has frequently been, discussed^after as well as 
before dinner. I have more often than not heard 
people favour the idea that by some means or another 
the bird knows there is a worm beneath a certain part 
of the surface before he probes the spot. If he does 
know, the difficulty is how does he know ? As far 
as we are able to judge by the criterion of our own 
senses, if the woodcock knows there is a worm 
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beneath a certain part of the surface before he probes, 
he must either hear the worm or must smell it. The 
Rev. J. G. Wood says : — * It is thought that the sense of 
smell enables the bird to discover worms beneath the 
surface.' Many have thought after this manner, and 
no doubt many think so now. But there is no foun- 
dation for the belief — indeed, any really observant 
naturalist, even in Wood's day, ought quite to have 
ridiculed the idea. The sense of smell in birds — I 
venture to write thus dogmatically as the result of the 
most, to myself, conclusive experiments — is so little 
developed that in many cases it may almost be said 
to be non-existent ; I have often found myself 
wondering whether it even exists at all, save as such 
a feeble sense that a man being only able to smell as 
a bird smells mijght say he had lost the power of 
smelling almost entirely. 

A pheasant, for instance, cah smell tobacco smoke 
if very near its source, but though ravenous at the 
time and remarkably fond of chopped onions, cannot 
detect the presence of a piece of onion hidden by a leaf 
not two inches away from its nostrils, whereas if the 
same piece of onion were the same distance from the 
nostrils of a m^n, the man would find the smell of it. 
unpleasantly strong. No British bird whose habits it 
is possible to study closely, uses the sense of smell 
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either as a means of protecting itself from enemies or 
as a means of ascertaining the whereabouts of food 
hidden from the eye — and casting one's thoughts of 
various birds and their habits one finds it difficult to 
imagine how any of them would be really benefited 
in their search for food if their sense of smell were 
greater. The goose — a bird not very infrequently 
credited with the power of detecting the approach of an 
enemy down wind by the sense of smell — though, like 
the pheasant that has been instanced, ravenous at the 
time, cannot smell either its food or its feeder when, 
the feeder having approached silently, both of them 
are behind a hedge to the windward of the bird and 
no more than a few feet removed from it. Every 
bird calls sight and touch, and very occasionally 
hearing, alone into play when searching for food, and 
the immense majority of them sight only. Accus- 
tomed food, food met with every day, is picked up 
and swallowed unhesitatingly ; unaccustomed food is 
tested first by touch, its consistency being gauged by 
the tips of the mandibles, and then by taste, the end 
of the tongue being placed against it. The goose, 
perhaps the most cautious of all birds, will just touch 
unaccustomed food with the tip of its beak, then 
withdraw the beak as though it had come into contact 
with a hot coal, and will very likely do this half-a- 

o 2 



196 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 



dozen times before venturing to taste. As sight and 
touch alone, with occasionally hearing, as in the case 
of the owl, are involved in the question of procuring 
food, so are sight and hearing alone involved in the 
question of guarding against danger. Smell has 
nothing whatever to do with either. 

And as to the woodcock hearing the movements 
of its prey underground, as many have supposed. 
Whether it ever does hear the movements of a 
worm which has been disturbed by vibration one 
cannot say for certain. The bird has undoubtedly a 
most acute sense of hearing, possibly as acute as that 
of a dog, and it is quite possible that a terrier, 
motionless and listening intently, could hear the 
movement of a worm just beneath the surface. 

Though it is likely enough that the woodcock 
keeps a sharp look-out in order to detect any move- 
ment of a worm which is made in response to the 
vibration caused by thrusting the bill into the ground, 
I think it may be safely assumed that the bird never 
listens for, if, indeed, it is ever able to hear, the move- 
ments of a worm ; and I am quite sure the sense of 
smell is never called into requisition. The probing 
is done purely by rule of thumb. The ground where 
the woodcock chooses to feed is always ground where 
worms exist in abundance, and the bird need never 
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probe so very many times before that sensitive three - 
inches-long bill comes into contact with an unsus- 
pecting worm. Under such . circumstances smelling 
for or listening for a worm would be sheer waste 
of time. If the bird were able to hear or smell 
its prey the power of doing so would be quite super- 
fluous. 

Harking back for a moment to Nature in the 
matter of her work upon the woodcock. While she 
was lengthening the bird's bill and giving it its 
special form, and threading it with a network of 
nerves to complete its efficiency, she did not fail to 
consider another essential or convenience — viz. the 
position of the eyes that guide it. While extending 
the growth of the former in a forward direction, she 
shifted the position of the latter more and more to 
the rearward till their situation at last became further 
back in the head than that of the eyes of any other 
British bird. The position of the eyes lends almost 
as striking a peculiarity to the woodcock's head as does 
the lengthy bill itself. Nature's object in thus shift- 
ing the bird's eyes from the position occupied by the 
eyes of birds of other feeding habits was of course to 
enable the 'cock to probe to the full length of his bill 
on swampy land without bringing the eyes under the 
water or mud. To our friend the thrush the position 
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of the eyes is of no moment; to the woodcock, a 
forward position would be very inconvenient com- 
pared with their present position. 

Like all his family, the woodcock is a prodigious 
feeder and has a prodigiously rapid digestion. He 
is a gourmand of the extreme type : the equivalent 
to his own weight in worms suffices for but a short 
time indeed. This large appetite and his powers of 
quick digestion enable him to put on flesh with sur- 
prising rapidity. When, after a delayed migration 
journey, woodcock reach us in the bag-of-bones state, 
or when a spell of sharp frost has reduced them to 
practically fleshless things, less than a week's uninter- 
rupted supply of food will restore them to all their 
accustomed plumpness. The woodcock's digestive 
capabilities are a blessing to him on such occasions, 
but on other occasions are quite the reverse ; for it is 
natural to assume that the more rapid the digestion 
the more quickly does enforced deprivation from 
food tell upon the bird's body. Wood-pigeons, for 
instance, though sometimes poor on their arrival, 
never reach our shores in the emaciated condition 
in which woodcock not infrequently appear, though 
their journeys must be subject to delays in the same 
way as are those of the 'cock. The woodcock, re- 
quiring a much greater proportionate bulk of food 



THE WOODCOCK'S BILL AND HIS SENSES 199 



than the large majority of birds, is one of the very 
first to feel privation and lose flesh. 

As would be naturally assumed, the woodcock 
being a bird of the night, his powers of vision during 
daylight are inferior to those of birds who make the 
day hours their waking hours. Not so very rarely a 
'cock roused in the daylight will dash into some 
obstacle and stun itself, or almost stun itself, by the 
act. Sometimes even the wielder of the gun himself 
is reported to have had a dazzled and terrified 'cock 
fly against him. The Rev. R. A. Julian says : — 

This season one flew against my breast; and last 
year another wa^ observed by a friend of mine to knock 
itself down against a house, and when he came to the 
spot it was perfectly dead. I have heard my father 
relate an incident of one flying against a marker, whom 
he had stationed in a tree, and striking him so severely 
on the cheek as to draw blood. 

Artificial light has a potent attraction for the wood- 
cock, as for so many other birds who find themselves 
abroad by night. Lighthouses often claim victims at 
the seasons of migration. On the evening of Novem- 
ber 5, 1898, while the usual bonfire, was blazing on the 
village green at Easington, Durham, a woodcock, his 
wits no doubt somewhat demoralised by the bonfire, 
dashed through a large square of glass in the dining- 
room — discerning bird — of the Manor House. The 
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force of the impact stunned but did not kill him. On 
October 22, 1900, about seven o'clock in the evening, 
a dead woodcock was picked up outside the Inner 
Temple Library. There is little doubt that this bird — 
it was in good condition — was making an inland 
journey and wandered within the radius of London's 
lights, and, losing its head amid such unusual surround- 
ings, at last dashed against one of the illuminated faces 
of the Library clock. 

The woodcock in confinement makes as interesting 
a pet as the snipe, quickly becoming tame and attach- 
ing itself to those with whom it is familiar, while 
showing marked suspicion and dislike of strangers. 
It has all the love of warmth shown by the snipe, and, 
like the latter bird, seems never so happy as when 
allowed to bask in the heat of the fire. 

Cockshut time is the time when, dusk having 
fallen, woodcock take wing and hie them away for 
their nightly visit to the feeding ground. The term 
originated from the old practice of netting 'cock as 
they flew in the dim light down the glade or ride 
which led to the opening by which they were in the 
habit of leaving any particular wood. The falling ot 
the net shut in the 'cock : hence the net used for 
taking the birds became known as a cockshut, and the 
time of using it as cockshut time. 
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English literature of a past age is rich in allusions 
to the woodcock and to the netting and snaring of 

* 

the bird, as well as to its supposed stupidity. Shake- 
speare's references number nearly a dozen. For in- 
stance : — 

Thomas the Earl of Surrey and himself 

Much about cockshut time went through the army. 

Again : * Springes to catch woodcocks ! ' is used 
to express Polonius' opinion of Hamlet's protestations 
of love when the latter were enlarged upon by Ophelia. 
Shakespeare also alludes to the then current belief in 
the bird's simplicity or stupidity : — 

Oh this woodcock, what an ass it is ! 

Beaumont and Fletcher refer to the snaring of 
'cock in the words : — 

When you come next a-birding, 

I'll have a stronger noose to hold a woodcock. 

As a final quotation, I give Ben Jonson's lines : — 

Mistress, this is only spite — 
For you would not yesternight 
Kiss him in the cockshut light. 

The netting of woodcock at cockshut time was 
popular as a sport long ago besides being a means of 
bringing grist to the poacher's mill. No doubt it was 
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practised for many years after the shot-gun came into 
general use, for old forms of sport die hard. Prob- 
ably the poacher continued it till the systematic 
preservation of game rendered the proceeding too 
risky to be worth carrying out. The arrangements 
for netting 'cock were simple. A net of requisite 
length and breadth was suspended across the glade or 
opening used by the birds when leaving the covert. 
I have never come across a clear description of the 
manner in which the net was kept in position. What- 
ever the method may have been, and several occur to 
one, it was effective. The moment the bird struck 
the net, the fowler, crouching in the undergrowth or 
hidden by an artificial screen, released or pulled the 
line he held, the result being that the net dropped 
and the 'cock found itself a captive. Very large 
numbers of woodcock used to be netted in this 
manner in various parts of the kingdom, more par- 
ticularly, from what one gleans, in Wales and the 
West of England. A century or so ago the South 

Wales coaches used regularly during the season to 

« 

take heavy baskets of netted and snared cock each 
time they made the journey to London. 

As the woodcock's habit of leaving the wood at 
dusk by a certain exit led to his very considerable un- 
doing at the hands of the hanger of nets, so did his 
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further habit of never, when feeding, flying over any 
obstacle if he can walk round it or through it lend 
itself to his large suffering by the machinations of the 
setter of springes. The way in which the snarer went 
to work was to ascertain, by observation, the feeding 
ground used by woodcock, and then to throw up a 
ridge of ^arth or build a low hedge across it, leaving 
at intervals of so many yards small openings or gaps 
just allowing room for a bird to pass through. In each 
of these gaps or openings a horse-hair noose was set 
at the right height from the ground. On coming to 
the hedge or ridge, a woodcock, according to its habit, 
instead of flying over, walked along the side till it 
reached the first opening, and attempting to pass 
through, it was almost inevitably made a captive. 
Where woodcock were plentiful, the results must 
have amply repaid the trouble of erecting the ridge 
or hedge and keeping it patched up year after year. 
Possibly this plan is still in vogue on a small scale 
in some of the wilder parts of the kingdom, but the 
modern poacher, in England at least, would have 
small chance of pursuing a system that entailed 
the construction of so conspicuous an object as an 
artificial ridge or a low hedge across the marshland. 

The poacher of to-day who turns his attention 
to *cock accounts for a certain number of birds by 
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setting small circular gins at the margins of pools, 
streams, and ditches, visited by his quarry. The holes 
left by the woodcock's beak tell an unmistakable tale 
to whomsoever uses his observations of bird life as a 
means of providing himself with an augmentation of 
pocket money during the winter months, and the 
setting of a gin is a simple and speedy operation. If 
a woodcock be in the habit of visiting a certain pool, 
and a gin be set so that it is just covered by the water, 
the bird's fate is almost assuredly sealed the first night. 
Only in Ireland has the poacher now a chance of 
systematically using the gun on woodcock. Scotch 
poachers seem to have had a good time among 'cock 
many years ago. Sir Walter Scott wrote in 1826 : — 

I have been out for two or three days endeavouring 
to obtain a shot or two at woodcock, but I have not been 
successful. The fact is these birds are now taken off 
wholesale by a band of men who do nothing else for the 
season but kill them, and they find a ready and profitable 
market for them in all our large and populous Scottish 
cities and towns. I was lately informed by one poulterer 
in Edinburgh that he had paid one man nearly one 
hundred pounds last season for woodcocks, which he 
had chiefly shot in the western part of Argyllshire and 
Inverness-shire. 

Among the priceless art treasures — pictures in- 
numerable by Van Dyke, by Raphael, by Gains- 
borough, and their peers; statuary unique, and of 
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enormous value ; manuscripts, the like of which the 
British Museum cannot show — which adorn the in- 
terior of Holkham Hall, the seat of the Earl of 
Leicester, K.G., not the least beautiful and interest- 
ing is the monumental sculpture of Chantrey's wood- 
cocks, which stands at the south end of the Long 
Library. Saying that the sculpture is by Chantrey's 
hand is equivalent to saying that the work is in the 
very highest sense artistically perfect. The vignette 
on the title-page of this book, reproduced by the kind 
permission of the Earl of Leicester, is from a photo- 
graph, especially taken for the purpose by A. E. Coe, 
Norwich. The superscription on the monument 
runs : — 

TWO WOODCOCKS 

KILLED AT HOLKHAM 

NOV^- 1830 

BY FRANCIS CHANTREY, SCULPTOR 

AT ONE SHOT 

PRESENTED TO THO^' w"' COKE, ESQUIRE 1 834. 

Lord Leicester subsequently had a medallion of 
Sir Francis Chantrey added to the base of the monu- 
ment, together with the dates of the sculptor's birth 
and death. 

Killing two woodcock with one barrel is the 
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rarest of rare events. Probably all the game books 
in England would not yield records of half a dozen 
cases in which the feat has been performed. One 
other instance only is known to me — that of Colonel 
Sands, who killed his two 'cock with one shot on 
November 4, 1853. As Chantrey fired he dropped 
his gun — onlookers thinking that the weapon had 
burst or that the shooter had shot himself — and, 
rushing frantically up to a fellow gunner, exclaimed : 
* I have killed two woodcocks at one shot ! ' Well 
might his excitement have been great. Mr. Coke 
thought the feat so meritorious that on the spur of 
the moment he marshalled all the guns, keepers, and 
beaters in line, and then made Chantrey pass along 
the rank, everyone having to uncover as the hero 
reached him. The part of the estate where the birds 
were killed has since been known as Chantrey Hills. 

In the Long Library at Holkham Hall is a book 
entitled * Winged Words on Chantrey 's Woodcocks.' 
Therein many versifiers — in both Greek and Latin as 
well as in our native tongue — have sung anent 
Chantrey and his immortal birds. Lord Leicester 
kindly gives me leave to quote from the volume. 
The gem of the collection is by the then Bishop of 
Oxford : — 
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Life in death, a mystic lot, 
Dealt thou to the winged band : — 

Death,— 'from thine unerring shot. 
Life,— from thine undying hand. 

The same sentiment runs through most of the 
matter which has been contributed to the volume. 
The following is by * J. P. M.* : — 

The hand of Chantrey by a single blow 

At once laid these united woodcocks low ; 

But the same hand, (its double skill so great). 

By single blow their life did re-create, 

No more henceforth to dread the stroke of Fate. 

Again: — 

Swift fire destroyed, sharp steel restored their lives. 
Rare shot ! Not hapless who, thus slain, revives I 
One death to both, one life from death again. 
By one skilled hand bestowed upon the slain. 
They slumber — but how lightly ! Passer by, 
Be still, lest thou awake them, and they fly ! 

And once again : 

One shot of Chantrey shew'd his power 

By which he killed the twain ; 
He proved it in a happier hour. 

And gave them life again. 

This is good : — : 

He hit the birds : and with an aim as true 
And hand as skilful, hit their likeness too ! 



2o8 NATURAL HISTORY OF THE WOODCOCK 

And this : — 

With gun, or chisel, thou art doubly clever : 
Chantrey ! Thy twins in death are twins for eiver. 

The following is distinctly epigrammatic : — 

The 'cocks are two : — the shot was one.: 
Chantrey had double-cocked his gun. 

And the following : — 

Chantrey invented the best of gun locks, 

Which cocks one hammer, and hammers two 'cocks. 

This is above the average :— 

From Chantrey's gun at one dread shot 

Two woodcocks here were slain. 
But Chantre/s chisel mourned their lot 

And bade them live again. 
What sportsman would not gladly find 

His own for Chantrey's name ? 
What woodcock would not die resign'd 

To earn such deathless fame? 

I will conclude this list of quotations with the 
lines of Mr. Spencer Stanhope : — 

Two woodcocks fall at his one shot. 
The joyous Chantrey smiled to see ; 

Then pitying their untimely lot. 
He gave them immortality. 



« * 



SHOOTING THE WOODCOCK 

BY 
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WOODCOCK SHOOTING. IN GENERAL 

The gun best calculated to serve our needs when 
engaged in bringing the woodcock to bag is the same 
as that which we have found to be the best weapon 
for our equipment while walking after snipe, viz. a 
1 2-bore of ordinary weight with a cylinder right barrel 
and the left barrel a full choke. It is with extreme 
frequency that shots at 'cock are only to be had at 
very short range or very long range. In the former 
case, a right barrel which does not throw an open 
pattern not only handicaps the shooter in his chances 
of killing the bird, but also damages the bird badly if 
it happens to be hit ; in the latter case, unless a closfe 
.shooting barrel is at command, the 'cock may often 
wholly escape the pellets which whiz around him. 
Walking through the covert, unless, a shot be taken at 
close quarters the gunner will often, very often, find 
that the opportunity once missed does not come 
again, that the first twist of Master Rusticola takes 
him behind some treeior bush which he manages to 

P 2 
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keep just in a line between himself and his would-be 
slayer till well out of range of the closest shooting 
barrel ever bored ; and if such a shot is taken with a 
close shooting barrel and the bird falls, the reflections 
of the cook whose lot it is to prepare it will be mixed 
and many. 

Most people advocate the use of a gun with two 
cylinders or very slightly choked barrels when wood- 
cock shooting in covert The question is a pretty 
open one, depending to a great extent upon the 
character of the particular covert. Where the growth 
is young and close, the balance of advantage probably 
lies with such a gun. But, talking of woodcock 
shooting in general and taking one class of covert 
with another, the lack of command of a well choked 
left is over and over again a drawback of large degree. 
The crossing bird, flushed by another gun, which 
offers a long shot through a twenty-yards' break in , 
the tree tops, may be nicely within range of a full 
choke and well beyond the certain range of a cylinder. 
Outside the covert, when the birds are being driven, 
a full choke left is everything. Here the majority of 
the shots we have are almost certain to be long shots, 
shots quite beyond the capabilities, except by a fluke, 
of the cylinder barrel. We cannot afford to pick our 
shots and fire at nothing over forty yards or so when 
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woodcock shooting as we can when the beaters are 
putting clouds of pheasants over us at every drive. 
For woodcock shooting in general, then, let the gun 
be a 1 2-bore with the right barrel or cylinder and the 
left a full choke. Not a few of those able to afford a 
battery keep a gun with short barrels for covert work 
on 'cock — or on anything else. Such a gun can be 
recommended in thick underwood provided that it 
balances and handles perfectly, a respect in which so 
many guns fail when length of barrel has been 
sacrificed. 

No doubt a large majority of the woodcock bagged 
in England, Scotland, and Wales are killed with No. 6 
shot or a larger size, for the reason that, the birds as a 
rule coming to the bag in small numbers, those who 
bag them are prepared only with that size of shot 
which they consider to act best on game in general. 
But for woodcock shooting proper such shot is 
unnecessarily heavy and gives too open a pattern : a 
woodcock falls to a very much slighter impact than a 
pheasant and presetits a very much smaller target. 
No. 7 shot is usually, and rightly, regarded as by far 
the most satisfactory size to use on woodcock, while 
it is not too light for other game that may offer shots 
at moderate range, whereas No. 8 is too light. The 
pattern of No. 7 is dense enough for 'cock; the 
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penetration is sufficient. Not a few Irish sportsmen 
use No. 8 for woodcock shooting, and there is no 
doubt that up to a moderate range the shot acts well. 
Still, as the pattern of No. 7 is dense enough up to 
that range at which No. 8 will kill clean, and at short 
range damages the bird with fewer pellets, there can 
be no argument in favour of using the smaller shot 
instead of the larger. At anything over very mode- 
rate range, No. 8 is as uncertain in its effects upon 
woodcock as is No. 9 in its effects on snipe. In the 
case of both birds the gunner who is a sportsman 
should make it his aim to kill game clean at fair 
ranges, and if he uses anything smaller than No. 7 for 
woodcock and No. 8 for snipe a large number of his 
kills at fair range will not be clean kills. 

Just as it is said over and over again that the 
^lightest blow will *bring down a snipe, so it is said 
over and over again that the slightest blow is enough 
for a woodcock. That a woodcock will fall to less 
shot than most birds of its weight is doubtless true, 
but the * slightest blow ' idea is quite erroneous. A 
woodcock struck in a non-vital part with a No, 7 
pellet will no more think of curling up on the spot 
than will a mallard think of doing so when struck in 
the same part with a No. 4 pellet. Considering the 
ranges at which woodcock are shot at, I think it is 
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quite probable that the proportion of wounded birds 
which escape, or which rise again after having pitched, ' 
may be greater among 'cock than among any other 
game bird. Our fatfhers and grandfathers before us 
used to shoot at woodcock at double the range at 
which they would have thought of firing at a partridge. 
Most of us do the same thing to-day. Plenty of 'cock 
have a charge sent after them at a hundred yards 
or more, while certain birds have: the satisfaction, 
or otherwise, of. being * saluted ' at something like 
double the distance. 

Haphazard shooting of this kind can have but one 
result, whether the bird shot at be the partridge or 
the woodcock — that, while the large majority of the 
birds are untouched, now and again a prodigiously 
long shot succeeds. When a woodcock is occa- 
sionally killed or stopped at seventy-five or eighty 
yards, one generally hears from some quarter or 
another, * A 'cock is never out of shot ' ; or * The 
slightest blow will bring down a 'cock.' But then a 
woodcock, wildfowl apart, is the only bird we think 
of shooting at at such a range. What is condoned 
by custom in the case of the woodcock would 
be very quickly condemned in the case of the 
partridge or the pheasant. One can vividly imagine 
the sentiments, expressed or unexpressed, of a host 
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and his head keeper if a guest, after being congratu- 
lated on stopping a woodcock at, well, say sixty-five 
yards, began blazing away at pheasants at the same 
range. If not the host's, the keeper's sentiments 
would probably find verbal expression. 

If it were the custom to blaze away at partridges 
at the extreme ranges that are common when 'cock 
are in question, a certain proportion of phenomenal 
kills would ensue : saying that the partridges through- 
out England outnumber the woodgock throughout 
England by 250 to one ; then if 10 per cent, of the 
partridges, as well as 10 per cent, of the woodcock, 
were shot at at ranges of between sixty-five and 
seventy-five yards, while all the 10 per cent, of wood- 
cock were bagged, only one quarter of the 10 per 
cent, of partridges were killed, then to every one 
woodcock stopped at between sixty-five and seventy- 
five yards there would be no fewer than sixty odd 
partridges stopped at the same distance. The sight 
of a woodcock dropped at such a range would then 
never excite comment — the *cock's reputation for ex- 
cessive vulnerability would be gone for ever. 

And how did the origin of the practice of shooting 
at 'cock at such extreme ranges come about? I 
think it arose in this way : 

The flint-lock generation had to find out for 
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themselves the capabilities of their guns. Naturally 
they would try all sorts of shots at all sorts of ranges 
— often, no doubt, at quite impossible ranges. Let 
us say they attempted to kill partridges, pheasants, 
and woodcock at between eighty and ninety yards. 
If they ever did manage, by some fluke of flukes, to 
stop a wood-pigeon or a pheasant or a partridge at 
such a range they could only have done so with the 
greatest infrequency, such infrequency that they 
would soon have come to look upon shooting of the 
kind as sheer waste of powder, shot^ and time. Every 
bird, or every bird save the very occasional victim of 
a stray pellet that happened to tip a wing or touch a 
skull, would continue its flight in such a manner as to 
demonstrate that the charge had had no effect upon it. 
But what of woodcock when fired at at the same 
range ? In one of its ways when under fire the 'cock 
differs materially from the pheasant, the partridge, and 
the wood-pigeon. It happens repeatedly that when a 
woodcock is fired at and not touched it will drop its 
flight as the shot whistles round it, or immediately 
afterwards, will fly a short distance, and will then 
either alight or, more frequently, skim away unobserved 
only a few feet from the ground. This it will do 
whether the range be forty yards or ninety yards. By 
those not intimately acquainted with the peculiarities 
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of woodcock, it is seldom doubted that a bird going 
through this performance is hard hit — and it is often 
quite impossible to convince someone who has only 
an occasional shot at a 'cock that it is simple waste 
of time and energy to go on looking for his supposed 
dead bird, for he is prepared to swear that it was so 
badly wounded it could never rise again. 

The flint-lock generation were deceived just in 
the same way in which a modern sportsman who does 
not have much to do with woodcock is deceived. 
While they found it quite useless to fire at pheasants 
or partridges or wood-pigeons at eighty yards or so, 
because these birds never showed any sign of being 
affected by the shot, they discovered that 'cock fired 
at at the same distance frequently dropped, as they 
thought, hard hit. So they went on firing at woodcock 
at double the range at which they would fire at wood- 
pigeons or .partridges or pheasants. Continuing to do 
this systematically, they succeeded in really wounding 
and bagging a certain small proportion of the birds 
shot at — ^just as they would have wounded and bagged 
a certain small proportion if the birds had been 
partridges instead of woodcock — and it came to be 
believed by them that the penetrability of a 'cock was, 
not quite that of a, jelly-fish, but still something vastly 
different from that of the pheasant, the partridge, or 
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the wood-pigeon. This belief was handed down and 
adhered to by the flint-lock generation's successors, 
adhered to because these successors found it quite 
true that when they shot at 'cock at very long ranges 
the birds often' went down, apparently wounded, 
while now and again one of them, really hit, was 
brought to bag: and the flint-lock generation's 
successors handed it on to ourselves. That so many 
of those supposed hard-hit birds were never found 
was no doubt accounted for by crediting wounded 
woodcock with a quite extraordinary aptitude for 
hiding themselves. They are very often credited with 
such an aptitude in our own day. I have more than 
once heard it agreed by all present who expressed 
an opinion that the mysterious disappearance of 
a supposed hard-hit bird was explained by the 
proximity of a rabbit burrow, up one of the holes 
of which the 'cock was assumed to have fled. As a 
matter of fact a wounded woodcock has not one 
solitary notion of hiding itself. Its only notion, if 
both legs are sound, is to work away from its wounder. 
I suppose we shall always go on shooting at 'cock at 
ranges at which we never think of pulling a trigger 
at other game, I suppose the belief that the 'cock 
is a very much more vulnerable subject than it 
really is will always linger, and I feel very sure that 
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the younger generations of gunners will always 
continue in the faith that woodcock which have 
ducked to their charges are dead or badly wounded 
birds. 

The first 'cock — who does not remember his first 
woodcock ? — I, a mere slip of a boy at the time, ever 
shot or ever shot at was a long shot. The range was 
stepped out as seventy yards. The bird, struck by a 
No. 5 pellet, fell stone dead. I preferred an eager 
request that it might become my own, for stuflSng, but 
t disappeared into the pocket of a velveteen coat and 
I never saw it again. 

It is both true and untrue, according to conditions, 
that the woodcock is one of the most difficult of all 
birds to hit. A 'cock twisting among the trees in a 
covert often of course offers as difficult a shot as it is 
possible to imagine ; a 'cock when its flight is erratic 
outside the covert of course frequently offers a difficult 
shot too. The latter bird if within fair range is, I 
think, generally missed througji being fired at too 
soon — but then most of us consider that all is fair in 
love, war, and 'codk shooting, and the briefest of brief 
pauses may mean that the bird will go to someone 
else's credit. A Woodcock flushed in the open, how- 
ever, or from low scrub generally, one might perhaps 
say nearly always, affords an easy enough shot, a shot 
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certainly very much easier than that usually offered 
by a snipe. It is noted in the * Badminton Library ' : 

If woodcock lie well and there are plenty of them — 
a rare combination — the percentage of birds bagged is 
quite as large as it is with any of our winged game. We 
have constantly remarked this, and noted the success 
which attends an ordinary good shot when woodcock- 
shooting, if the birds are fairly abundant and not wild. 

In my own opinion, there is no doubt that the 
old-standing practice of shooting at 'cock at long 
ranges has given the woodcock its reputation for 
being a more difficult bird to hit than it really is, for 
its reputation in this respect is certainly an ex- 
aggerated one among those who only have the 
opportunity of killing an odd *cock or two by the 
covert-side or within the covert. In England a large 
proportion of the shots we have atwoodcock are long 
shots, and in addition to this, we are seldom ready 
with shot of any smaller size than No. 6 — perhaps 
there are a good many more cock fired at during the 
English covert beating season with No. 6\ and No. 5 
than with No. 6 — and a woodcock has plenty of 
chances of clearing the pellets of a charge of No. 6, 
No. 6J, or No. 5 at not a very lengthy range. 

A woodcock flushed before the gunner should be 
fired at the very first moment it offers a steady shot. 
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If missed with the first . barrel, and the bird should 
then be twisting, let the second charge be put in 
immediately after a swerve. It should always be 
borne in mind that a woodcock generally gives a 
more easy shot just as it rises than at any time after- 
wards. 'Cock rising before the gunner in covert are 
very frequently missed through want of elevation. * 
Outside the covert, if time allow, one cannot well 
shoot too steadily. When a bird is swerving, shoot 
the moment after a swerve. 

The most striking instance of a woodcock being 
missed outside the covert that has ever come under 
my notice occurred several years ago at Shouldham, 
Norfolk, on the property of the late Doctor Allen. 
There were either four or five guns, I do not re- 
member which* My father was one of the end guns. 
A woodcock came straight at the gun next to my 
father and had a right and left put at it by this gun, 
and then, swerving abruptly, ran the gauntlet of the 
line of guns, receiving two barrels from each of them 
without apparently being touched. After flying a 
short distance, the bird, which had become pretty 
tall by then, turned back towards the guns and again 
passed over the line, every man emptying both barrels 
at it with the exception of my father, who killed it 
with his first barrel, this shot being either the 
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thirteenth or the seventeenth shot fired at the bird. 
No doubt the bird was wounded while passing over 
the guns the first time, probably by the man who shot 
at it first. One should add that the guns were not a 
party of duffers or anything like it, but well known 
local sportsmen who could hold their own with most 
people. 

A peculiarity of the woodcock is its reluctance to 
leave the covert it has adopted as a temporary home. 
Besides those birds which break back, and very likely 
drop again not 150 yards behind the line of beaters, 
a large proportion of the birds that have been missed 
or have failed to come within range, will, after flying 
a longer or shorter distance, lower their flight and flit 
back unobserved to the covert whence they were 
ejected. Op account of this, a covert should always 
be gone through a second time when there are 'cock 
about Better results , are likely to be yielded if the 
birds be allowed an hour or two's rest before being 
again put on the wing than if the covert be taken at 
once ; but in the circumstances under which we 
mostly have to kill 'cock in England, that is in con- 
junction with pheasants, such a course of action is 
usually out of the question. 

When woodcock are known to be in the locality, 
or when it is expected that they will be found. 
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markers should be stationed at commanding points a 
fair distance from the covert, and any birds that have 
been marked down should be looked for directly 
the beaters again appear in the open. 'Cock, on 
account of their incurable vice of so often skimming 
away near the ground after they have dropped their 
flight as though they meant to settle, are very difficult 
to mark down accurately : a marker may be prepared 
to swear that a 'cock pitched in a certain coppice, 
whereas the bird, momentarily lost to sight by the 
marker or hidden from his view by some interjacent 
growth, flew half a mile or a mile further on before 
lighting. On account of this uncertainty in marking, 
it is never worth while wasting time over a bird that 
cannot be found close to where it was supposed to 
have gone down — it is better to assume at once that 
it never settled there at all. 

When following up a 'cock which has been 
marked down in negotiable cover, or in any situa- 
tion allowing the proceeding, it is an excellent and 
time-saving plan for three or more guns to station 
themselves — the further guns working round at a 
safe distance from the spot where the marker says 
the bird pitched — at equal distances from one 
another, and a few hundred yards from the spot, 
and then to approach the spot simultaneously and 
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quietly. If the bird rises wild, as it most likely 
will, before one of the converging guns or beaters 
— preferably, there should be beaters equal in 
number to the guns — it is likely to give a chance 
to one of the other guns, whereas, if it rose wild 
before a line, it would give a chance to none. 
Should the bird not rise before the in-drawing 
guns reach the spot where it was marked down, 
let them retrace their steps midway between the 
lines taken on their approach. A diagram will make 
quite clear a manoeuvre rather difficult to describe 
in >vords. Thus: 



If this plan be systematically followed, many a 
bird will be brought to bag which would be lost 
if walked up in line, or if driven : if two or more 
'cock are marked down, and the guns divide into 
equal parties and follow up the birds immediately, 
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the time lost is not considerable, while the results, 
as a rule, amply compensate. 

If a woodcock which has been marked down in an 
open situation is not followed up at once, it is not 
much use looking for it later on. The bird is ex- 
tremely likely to change its quarters, probably working 
back to the covert whence it originally rose. When 
looked for immediately, a 'cock is more often found 
rather beyond the spot where it was seen to pitch 
than in the spot itself. 

When woodcock are in evidence, beaters who 
know their business will beat out evergreens in the 
covert almost to the last twig. After a light night, 
a bird under the low boughs of a holly will often 
almost want kicking up. 

Thus far the 'cock, as we meet with him — 
would that we might meet with him more fre- 
quently ! — when covert-beating. We will now con- 
sider woodcock shooting when 'cock are the special 
object of our endeavours. 

On every manor where woodcock appear from 
time to time in fair numbers, there are always 
certain spots in which, except under special condi- 
tions of weather, birds are very much more likely 
to be found than in other parts of the shoot. 
These spots are occasionally subject to sudden 
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desertion by the birds: a certain spot which was 
always a sure find for 'cock, when there were birds 
in the district, up till a few years ago, they may now 
strictly avoid. Why this should be the case it is quite 
impossible to say. We might find a plausible reason 
if the birds were constant residents on the manor, or 
if they fed in the spot wherein they once had been 
regularly found. But 'cock come from here, there, 
and everywhere, and food has nothing to do with 
their partiality for one covert on an estate and their 
dislike of another. Why, therefore, the birds should 
avoid, and permanently avoid, a spot to which they 
had previously shown unswerving attachment must 
remain a mystery. 

Any kind of evergreen possesses irresistible at- 
tractions for woodcock, holly being their especial 
favourite. On account of its greater warmth, the 
southern side of a hill, conditions of cover being 
equal, will almost invariably harbour a larger pro- 
portion of 'cock than the northern side. A bank of 
scrub facing south is a favourite resting place for 
woodcock in open weather. 

Directly hard frost sets in, woodcock desert their 
more exposed quarters and will be found by day in 
any spots which afford a combination of warmth and 
cover, such as the hollows or ditches of covert, copse, 

Q2 
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or wood. This, as we have seen in a previous 
chapter, is for the main part because, the birds being 
driven to feed by day, spots least affected by frost 
yield the most readily accessible food, and only for 
the lesser part on account of warmth itself. For a 
gun, or two or three guns, specially seeking 'cock, 
there is no time so favourable to the chances of making 
a good bag as the first two days of really severe frost ; 
for what birds happen to he on the shoot at the time 
are certain to be found concentrated in the least 
affected spots, in the hollows and ditches and so 
forth. 

When out after woodcock, all the most likely 
places should, as in snipe-shooting, be gone through 
as early in the day as possible, the rest of the ground 
being afterwards worked systematically. A 'cock 
flushed from some favourite haunt and missed, or a bird 
that has risen wild, will often return to the same place 
and give another chance to the gun later in the day ; 
while birds which have escaped when flushed from 
the less favoured parts of the ground are more likely 
to pitch in the more favoured parts than elsewhere, 
and should they pitch in these spots, which have been 
gone through early in the day, they will also give 
another chance when the places are again tried 
towards the day's close. Movements should be so 
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arranged that ample time is left before dusk to go 
over for a second time all the favourite haunts which 
were gone through at the beginning of the day. 

In more open country, woodcock may be satis- 
factorily dealt with by the aid of well-broken spaniels, 
but where there is cover of any height, any dog but a 
retriever is always a failure to a greater or less extent 
— generally to a greater. 'Cock have a way of slip- 
ping off when flushed by a dog without giving the 
gun half a chance of a shot, and very often without 
giving him even a glimpse of them. Taking covert, 
copse, and scrub together, two or three boys are 
worth all the spaniels in creation. Under certain 
circumstances, setters are of service, but for woodcock 
shooting in general they are worse than useless. 

The mood in which woodcock will be found 
depends, as with snipe, upon the lightness or dark 
ness of the previous night, or upon whether or no 
there was frost enough to freeze the surface of their 
feeding grounds; on one day, having fed well the 
night before, they will be sluggish and will lie close, 
whilst on another day, having been unable to feed 
heavily during the night, they will be restless and will 
lie badly. This rule holds good to the extent of ninety 
or ninety-five per cent. As forewarned is forearmed, 
the gunner should always bear this in mind and 
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regulate his methods by the degree of light or frost of 
the previous night. For instance, on a day following a 
light night, when chances are gteatly in favour of the 
birds lying well, it is better to walk a certain covert in 
line, whereas on a day following a dark night, when 
the chances are greatly in favour of the birds lying 
badly, it is better to have the same certain covert 
beaten towards the guns. 

When beating a covert for woodcock, there should 
if possible always be an outside gun on either side of 
the line of beaters and some short distance in advance, 
the principal function of these guns being to com- 
mand the ends of any ride, or any well-defined 
opening at the side of the wood. 'Cock will very 
frequently turn abruptly and leave the covert at such 
places : even when well above the tree-tops, they will 
turn in the same manner and follow the line of a ride. 
Over and over again it is the outside guns a little in 
advance of the beaters who secure the lion's share of, 
or perhaps all of, the shooting. 

It is well to bear in mind that for a few weeks 
after their arrival, till the leaf is off and colder weather 
has set in, woodcock are to be found in what later on 
in the season, when they seek more substantial shelter, 
would be the most unlikely places. Any hedgerow, 
any patch of bramble or gorse, may hold a recently 
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arrived 'cock, and by tr5dng all such cover quite a 
respectable bag may sometimes be picked up. When 
a single woodcock is seen early in the season — or 
indeed at any other time — it should always be assumed 
that others are in the vicinity, and the assumption 
usually proves to be well founded. Let it be acted 
on immediately : a good little day may be had without 
disturbing a yard of the coverts. Woodcock are like 
time and tide, in that they wait for no man. While a 
potter round on one day would have brought eight 
or ten couple of 'cock to the bag, the following day 
may disclose the fact that every bird has left the 
district. 

Just a word on the question of following a wood- 
cock that has been marked down when the gun is 
alone or has only a companion or two. If one walks 
straight at the bird, it is more likely than not to rise 
wild. When by one's self, a wide detour should be 
made, and the bird approached from the opposite 
direction. Even a bird which has risen very wild 
when flushed the first time will often give a good shot 
when the gunner works round in this manner. A 
'cock which has pitched within a few hundred yards 
of the point at which it was flushed will generally edge 
away from that point, sometimes very quickly. The 
moral of this is that the gunner should make such a 
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detour as will bring him well beyond the spot whereon 
the bird has alighted, and that his movements should 
be as speedy as possible. No doubt the reason why 
a woodcock will lie better when a detour is made 
is that, whether it has been shot at or not, it keeps 
its attention fixed for some time upon the direction 
from which the gunner would come if he followed 
straight on, expects him so to follow, and when it 
becomes aware that someone is approaching from 
the opposite direction it imagines itself to be between 
two fires, loses its head, and squats till too late for its 
own safety. Never fail to deal with a 'cock that has 
been marked down for the first time the moment it 
has settled; never fail to approach it as quietly as 
possible. When put up for the second time and 
again marked down — the gunner being by himself-^it 
i^ better to leave the bird alone then and to try for it 
later in the day; for if one follows on at once, it will 
almost certainly rise quite out of shot and is very 
likely to disappear for good and all. If you have a 
companion, when a woodcock has been marked down 
near at hand let your companion keep up a continuous 
rattling or whistling while you make a detour and 
walk up the bird towards him : when a bird has been 
marked down at a distance, let one gun walk quickly 
to within five or six gunshots of the spot and remain 
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there whistling or rattling while the other gun, having 
made his detour, walks up the bird. 

The local movements of woodcock — movements, 
that is, within our own shores — are subject to no 
known law : the birds move from one locality to 
another, but no one can say exactly why they do so. 
If anything in the nature of a law is to be discerned 
it is that 'cock seem to move more freely in heavy, 
misty weather than in bright or windy weather. In 
writing the foregoing, I have not considered frost in 
connection with the question of law. Frost will 
cause birds scattered over high bleak country to seek 
warmer quarters in lower and more sheltered country, 
there being then a concentration of their numbers in 
the warmest parts of the warmer district. But not 
always : only as a general rule. Heavy gales will 
cause the same effect — but here again not always, . 
only as a general rule. Though, frost and gales 
apart, we find no shred of a law governing the 
movements of woodcock from a general point of 
view, we are able to find more or less of law in the 
attractions of pure locality for the birds under certain 
and widely varying conditions of weather and tem- 
perature. It is not in any way to be taken as a law 
proper, but merely as something certainly worth going 
upon in every small district. If in any given small 
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district 'cock suddenly appear, let careful note be 
made of the weather at the time, and of the weather 
of the past few days. It may be that the 'cock have 
appeared on a good west wind following a week of 
still settled weather with a mere breeze from the 
south ; it may be that they have appeared with still,, 
frosty weather following a spell of south wind. 
Whatever the weather at the time and the weather of 
a few days before may have been, 'cock are more 
likely to appear again in that district under similar 
meteorological conditions, and a sharp look out for 
them should then be kept. Local observation in this 
matter is worth more than all the generalities that 
have ever been written as to when and why woodcock 
may be expected. Generalities are good as generalities 
only, but local notes serve a local sportsman in very 
much better part. 

The record bag of woodcock, I believe, is that 
already mentioned as having been made by Lord 
Ardilaun in January 1895, when a party of eight guns 
killed 508 'cock in one day. From these same 
coverts 106 'cock were killed in one day in 1878 ; 
in 1879 two days yielded bags of 117 and 115 birds 
respectively; in 1880 a head of 165 was bagged in 
one day, while in 1899 a day's bag amounted to 168 
head. These, of course, are highly exceptional 
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figures, even for Ireland. A century ago, in County 
Cavan, Lord Clermont killed 102 'cock to his own 
gun, a flint-lock, in a single day. This was done for 
a 'wager — a wager of three hundred guineas that he 
would account for fifty couple of woodcock between 
dawn and dark. He began the first thing in the 
morning, and by breakfast time had only killed a 
few birds and missed many ; but, making a fresh 
start after breakfast, succeeded in bagging one couple 
more than the stipulated number by between two and 
three o'clock in the afternoon. He picked his day 
for the test, this being agreed upon when the bet was 
made. The islands on the west coast of Scotland 
afford splendid woodcock shooting from time to time. 
In Raasay, an island lying between Skye and the 
Scottish coast, two guns killed over 900 head in the 
season 1885-6. Good bags are made in Wales. 
Norfolk is the best English county for woodcock, and 
Melton Constable — though Holkham, Sandringham 
and Sheringham run it very close — is the best 'cock 
manor in the county. Over fifty couple of 'cock have 
been killed in the day at Melton Constable. 
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SNIPE AND WOODCOCK IN IRELAND 

The same causes that make Ireland the favourite 
haunt of the woodcock have marked out this land 
as the special home of the snipe. In parts of the 
country which abound in rushes and have wet 
catchment-basins hours of walking may not exhaust 
the grounds where snipe are to be found. Of these 
resorts there are more or less in every county, the 
mountainous parts being prolific in upland bogs, and 
the central plain having its vast extents of turf- bog 
as well as its numerous lakes. These are sometimes 
united by river systems like those of the Shannon 
and the Erne, which afford many a league of marshy 
meadows along their shores; but it is in western 
counties — Kerry, Galway, Mayo, and Donegal — that 
the great unreclaimed wilds of Ireland are to be 
found. 

It is not, however, the largest tracts of bog that 
afford the best snipe shooting; extensive deposits 
of peat are not prolific in life of any sort, but all 
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along the western coast of Clare, and in parts of 
Kerry and other counties, there are great tracts of 
soft, green fields which provide these birds with 
endless feeding grounds. 

In many parts of Ireland the population is small 
and too often diminishing, and in proportion as a 
locality is suitable for snipe it is little frequented 
in the wet season, except by the occasional cow-herd 
and the wandering sportsman. 

If the latter be a hardy, active walker, and a ready 
snipe shot, the vast, lonely country before him, 
replete with this wild game, offers a boundless field 
for his energy. He speeds forward, despising mire 
and wet, as one agile bird after another springs aloft 
only to fall before his steady aim, and the discomforts 
of the ground and of the season are lost in the sense 
that he is invading the haunts of the shy, wild 
creatures of the marshland. He should be well 
repaid one day with another, for snipe are so 
numerous and widespread in the country that one 
can almost always look them up. But to be a suc- 
cessful snipe shooter one must not only be a good 
walker and a ready shot, but must have that hunting 
instinct which enables the sportsman to find his game 
during the various changes of the moon, of the 
season, and of the weather. This instinct is being 
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lost where pheasants and partridges are driven by a 
host of beaters to the guns, and where the shooter 
never has to find his birds. 

Snipe frequent Ireland in enormous numbers still, 
notwithstanding the losses that have resulted in their 
ranks since quick-firing breech-loaders were intro- 
duced. But in this case things are far from that 
extreme phase upon which the history of the quail has 
entered, a bird which has been decimated by con- 
stant netting in Mediterranean countries. 

In their habits of migration and feeding the 
woodcock and the snipe have much in common. 
Of the latter there are also two sets or races — those 
which come in autumn from northern regions to 
winter here, and those other snipe which breed more 
or less extensively in every Irish county. Of the 
former a very few make their appearance in the end 
of September, and an increasing number in October ; 
but as a rule few are seen before November and 
December, which are the chief months of their 
arrival, but the variations of weather and temperature 
produce much fluctuation; thus a hard winter will 
drive unwonted numbers over to Ireland, and onward 
to its western shores and islands. The reports 
published by Mr. Harrington, collected from light- 
house observations, show that the winter snipes arrive 
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in the greatest numbers on the north coast, and 
rapidly reach the West of Connaught and Kerry ; but 
many come by way of the Copeland Islands off Co. 
Down, evidently passing down the North Channel. 
Western Ireland is, however, the chief destination, 
as well as the ultimate refuge when other parts of the 
country are under snow. Some snipe not only betake 
themselves to the marine islands, like Rathlin 
O'Birne, off Western Donegal, but they winter there, 
and numbers breed on Rathlin Island, off Antrim. 

Not only does the winter season thus bring with it 
an immigration that extends over the whole island, 
but when the winter visitors have gone every part of 
Ireland has its breeding grounds of snipe, and the 
numbers that nest regularly in quiet swamps and 
rushy fields are remarkable. 

Many young and old birds are to be seen in their 
haunts in August, and they admit of nearer approach 
at that time than later in the season. Thompson 
thought that the snipe which sometimes appeared in 
numbers in August soon afterwards departed. 

Mr. Wise remarks : — 

I have a strong opinion that the home bred birds 
leave the South of Ireland before October i ; as a proof, 
my brother was shooting Duck on September 27 a few 
years since, and saw a great number of snipe ; he went 
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again on October i and only found three. My own ex- 
perience here (Co. Waterford) and in Kerry proves that 
in late September there are few snipe as compared with 
August. 

Many details of the numbers killed are given by 
Thompson and Sir R. Payne-Gallwey, by which it 
appears that, though forty snipe in the day is a good 
day's shooting for a single gun, it has been by no means 
uncommonly achieved in Ireland; even sixty and 
eighty snipe have been sometimes shot, and there are 
instances recorded of as many as a hundred having 
been killed in a day by one sportsman. 

Colonel Vernon, who has been a most constant 
and successful shot for a great many years, has kindly 
allowed me to examine his game-book, which com- 
prises the records of twenty-five winters, from 1874 to 
1902. He shot during those years, in Kerry foi 
eleven seasons, in Galway six, in Donegal four, in 
Waterford three, and in Leitrim one season, and killed 
a total number of 9,524 snipe, besides 2,359 woodcock, 
and other game in proportion. This gives an average 
of 381 snipe per annum ; but in the severe winter of 
1880-81 he shot 1,073, 3."cl could have killed many 
more, but they were so thin as to be worthless. It is 
stated in the * Fowler in Ireland,' that 1,376 were 
shot the same season by a Co. Clare man, named 
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Patrick Halloran. That was, however, an exceed- 
ingly exceptional season, when the prolonged frost 
and snow drove the snipe and woodcock to the west 
coast. There they were not only shot, but killed with 
sticks by the peasantry, and numbers were caught at 
night in herring nets dragged over those unfrozen 
places where snipe congregated. The reduction in 
their numbers caused by so disastrous a winter was 
observable for years afterwards. 

The melanism of the common species, known as 
Sabine's Snipe, has occurred more than forty times in 
Ireland in various parts of the country, but it has not 
been recorded more than once from the east coast. 

White and yellowish buff individuals have been 
frequently met with ; and all these forms are eagerly 
sought for by some collectors. 

Mr. Howard Saunders gives the average weight of 
a snipe as 4 oz., but specimens have been obtained 
weighing as much as 6 oz., and these have been 
supposed to be examples of the Great Snipe, which 
is a totally different bird. 

The Great Snipe or Solitary Snipe is known to 
have been obtained in Ireland but fourteen times, and 
is thus a bird of great rarity. Messrs. Williams, of 
Dublin, had been preserving birds for twenty-five 
years before they received a specimen, though many 
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large snipe had been sent to them in error as Great 
Snipe. 

The latter bird weighs from 7 oz. to 10 oz., and its 
bill and legs are shorter in proi)ortion than those of 
the common snipe, which has fourteen tail-feathers 
and a pointed tail ; while the Great Snipe has sixteen 
feathers which form a fan-shaped tail, and the four 
outer ones on each side are white. Its breast and 
sides are dappled and banded with black. 

This bird frequents dry fields of long grass, and it 
holds its tail spread out in its flight, which is steadier 
and heavier than the flight of the common snipe. 

The Jack Snipe is well known all over Ireland, 
but is nowhere numerous, unless indeed a locality 
exists nowadays that can produce this species in the 
numbers that Thompson described as killed near 
Belfast sixty years ago. He knew a man who. shot 
fourteen to twenty-four Jack Snipe per diem on six 
several days, and in Thompson's opinion they usually 
numbered one-fourth of the total bag of snipe killed. 

Sir R. Payne-Gallwey, writing in 1882, estimated 
that this species bore to the common snipe the pro- 
portion of one in twenty, and this agrees better with 
my own experience in Co. Waterford. 

This little bird runs more chance of being shot 
than its congener, for it is slow to take wing. It rises 
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silently, and does not fly far, often returning to nearly 
the same spot. It has not the same tendency as the 
common snipe to shift its ground, but has even 
greater attachment to its favourite spot ; and though 
it be killed, another Jack Snipe will be found about 
the same place in after years. 

No instance of this bird having bred in the British 
Islands has been authenticated. Its migration route 
appears to differ from that of the common snipe, 
which arrives most numerously on the north coast; 
while of the twelve specimens of the Jack Snipe 
received from lighthouses by Mr. Harrington, eleven 
occurred on the east and south-east coast (from the 
Hook Tower in Co. Wexford to South Rock in Co. 
Down), and the twelfth at Slyne Head. Thus in all 
its habits it differs more or less from the common 
snipe. 

The Red-breasted Snipe of North America has 
been obtained twice in Ireland the same autumn 
(1893). One specimen was from Tipperary, and the 
other from Queen^s County. 

These are among many instances in which Ameri- 
can wading birds have been obtained in Ireland. 

The woodcock is a bird for whose presence we 
must depend upon its migratory habits and its own 
selection of haunts — that is, upon the hereditary 
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ways of the species itself rather than upon its preser- 
vation. Though a good deal may be done to en- 
courage it in the localities it frequents, by planting 
and seclusion, it cannot be introduced like the galli- 
naceous birds, nor provided with food, nor bred 
under human interference. One must, in fact, go 
for good woodcock shooting to districts where the 
habits of the bird lead it in winter ; and the study of 
those habits, essential as it is in all wild shooting, is 
eminently so in this case. Wherever else in our 
islands woodcocks may or may not be, they are sure 
to be met with in force in Ireland. 

That this was so seven hundred years ago we know 
from Giraldus Cambrensis, who stated that in Ireland 
there were * immense flights of snipes (Ace/cs, also 
called Kardioli)^ both the larger species of the woods 
and the smaller of the marshes,' meaning plainly the 
woodcock and the common snipe. The possession 
of an Irish name, cjieAb^ji (pronounced * crower ' in 
imitation of the bird's croak), is also an indication 
that it has long been familiar to the native Irish ; 
and the condition of the country — full of forests 
and vast undrained marshes — made it in past 
centuries still more suitable to the bird's habits than 
it is now. 

Among later writings it is stated in Dr. Smith's 
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* Kerry ' (1756) that * the woodlands near the River 
Shannon abound with prodigious plenty of woodcocks 
in their season ' ; and Mr. R. B. Thornhill, an English 
writer, said in 1804 : * If a sportsman is fond of 
'cock shooting, it will repay him well for his trouble 
to take a trip to Ireland, it is not material what part 
to recommend, as it is impossible almost to go to a 
bad place for sport/ 

The woodlands of Ireland possess in this bird a 
species of game that more than any other evades the 
poacher. He may wait for it as it flies out in the 
twilight, but in daylight he cannot well get a shot at 
it without beating the woods and thus betraying his 
presence. This is, moreover, a bird so well able to 
provide for its food and comfort that it maintains good 
condition, even after migration and when snow has 
driven it to the coast. 

Woodcocks resort largely during the early winter 
months, and while the weather is X)pen, to mountain 
tracts, such as occupy most of Donegal, Achill, 
Connemara, and Kerry, where they make their 
earliest appearance in Ireland. In these districts 
they linger through the winter in considerable 
numbers, but severe gales from the Atlantic will drive 
them from the western parts of Connemar^. They 
are partial to rocky wastes where there is long heather 
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and ling to give them sunny shelter from wind during 
the day; and where springs break through the rocky 
hillsides, the little rills in their descending course 
form oases of open ground, which give the cattle a 
tempting bite, and accordingly provide food for the 
woodcocks. They scatter very much through these 
wilds, but have favourite haunts and corners ; and in 
many cases the rough, uncertain footing makes the 
bird a difficult shot. 

But, taking Ireland at large, its w^oods and planta- 
tions are the chief retreats of this nocturnal bird 
where it rests by day : it often seeks the shelter of 
some holly, whose glossy leaves check the loss of 
warmth from the ground. In a spot of this sort 
one may, time after time, find a woodcock ; and 
when one is shot another will find out the favourite 
bush. In these retreats it rests or pokes about for 
its insect food among the decaying leaves or in the 
moist soil. It will sometimes creep under briars or 
along drains overgrown with herbage, and I have 
seen one fluttering in such a situation, unable to 
disengage itself when suddenly surprised. Young 
plantations that are choked with dense furze are 
not to the liking of woodcocks, and such can be 
greatly improved by cutting paths for the beaters 
through the under cover ; the 'cock can fly into these 
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openings and poke their way from them into covered 
spaces. They like coverts where they can see open 
patches of ground to alight on, whence they can 
run freely beneath the shelter and tangle, or get 
under the thick lower branches of the spruce. In 
these hiding places their protective colouring greatly 
assists in concealing them. 

The late Lord Lilford has seen a 'cock in Ireland 
which behaved with marvellous cunning when it 
heard the approach of danger. It crouched close to 
the ground and threw the dead oak-leaves over its 
back, and he stated that when thus concealed a 'cock 
will remain still, even though shots are fired in its 
vicinity ; on the other hand, I have observed a wood- 
cock which was standing on the alert, a very quaint 
and conspicuous object, when hounds were drawing 
the cover within ear-shot. 

It is common to find two or more woodcocks near 
each other, in their favourite parts of the wood, but 
they generally lie more scattered than snipe, and there 
is nothing in 'cock shooting analogous to the wisps of 
the latter in the wetter marshes, unless it be when an 
intense frost has driven the woodcocks of a large 
mountain tract into some small covert. One will 
find them in such a place or even in the evergreens of 
a demesne during the first access of frost and snow. 
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But a continuance of this sends them from the district 
to the coast, where they abound in the glens at such 
times. In wet weather, too, woodcocks quit the 
woods to escape the drip of the trees, whether it be 
from heavy rain or * Scotch mist,' and they then 
betake themselves to the open; while a cold wind 
sends them to the sheltered side of the hill. 

For this species is most sensitive to great cold and 
discomfort, and is then apt to shift its ground ; and 
though large woodlands and deep glens may be 
counted on to hold 'cock in all ordinary winters, yet 
in long-continued frost and snow, so rare a thing 
in Ireland, they crowd off to the sea-side and 
ultimately to the western shores. 

Even then woodcocks are seldom- in extremities 
or in thin condition, for when the land is covered with 
snow they have been found among the rocks and 
seaweed by Sir R. Payne-Gallwey. He has proved that 
they swallow mussels and other shell-fish, and besides 
this he has observed the beaks coated with tidal mud. 
Then again, Mr. Warren in the frost and snow of 1867 
found on Killala Bay that woodcocks fed there among 
the seaweed. They lay among the rocks and large 
stones, where the country people killed many by 
stalking and knocking them down with sticks. 

The great rush for life that takes place to the 
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western coast of Munster in severe frost and snow is 
shared in by hosts of the thrush family, of skylarks, 
starlings, lapwings, and other birds that readily migrate, 
which fly to those south-western peninsulas that re- 
semble Cornwall, and even to the rocky isles beyond 
them, to escape the grip of the frost. 

For that south-west coast of Ireland, though sub- 
ject to gales from the Atlantic, is so protected 
from frost by its moisture that hedges of fuchsias 
may be seen growing there, and snow is very rare 
upon the sea level, especially in Kerry and Western 
Cork. 

It is therefore not surprising that, when an extra 
severe winter comes, the western seaboard should 
abound in 'cock and snipe which have fled before the 
terrors of the snow. 

A most memorable season of that sort was the 
winter of 1881, when Sir R. Payne-Gallwey saw one 
fowler on the coast of Clare count sixty woodcocks 
out of his sack after his day's shooting \ and the same 
author reckoned eight hundred laid out on benches 
together at Tralee, where over two thousand wood- 
cocks and nine thousand snipe were received that 
winter by Messrs. McCowen, a firm of game-dealers. 
In that season of 1881 Mr. A. J. P. Wise shot five 
hundred and sixty in the county of Kerry. The 
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same causes that produce a stampede of birds from 
the east of Ireland towards the south-west coast, 
drive woodcocks over to Ulster from Scotland, and 
from Donegal to Sligo, in severe winters. 

After a wholesale destruction of the birds the 
previous winter, very few *cock arrive ; thus the memo- 
rable frost of February 1895 caused a great scarcity 
of them here the following winter, and Colonel Irby 
remarked to me that the absence of immigrants at the 
Spurn in the autumn of 1895 announced this scarcity 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

But such disastrous winters are the exception in 
Ireland, where the season often passes without a fall 
of snow lying in the south for more than a few hours. 
Figs and peaches ripen here in the open air, and by 
the sea-side geraniums will creep up the side of a 
house uncovered from year to year. 

Though the west can boast of coverts which are 
frequented every winter by great numbers of 'cock, 
these birds are by no means confined to that side ot 
Ireland, but resort to all parts of it; and wherever 
there are quiet plantings, woodcocks afford sport in 
their season. I have planted two hundred and fifty 
acres on the hills, chiefly with larch, in the County 
Waterford ; and though these birds used to diminish 
about Christmas, after their first influx was over, I 
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now find that, as the plantations get up and afford 
deeper cover, the woodcocks remain more and more 
throughout the winter, and their numbers extend with 
the young woods. In this part of Co. Waterford 
Colonel Vernon shot two hundred and sixty- seven 
woodcocks, chiefly to his own gun, in the winter of 
1886-87. 

There is indeed a variation in the numbers of 
'cock to be found from season to season and from 
month to month owing to the fluctuating movements 
of these sensitive migrants, and this applies to some 
extent even to their most favourite resorts. 

Those estates, however, which lie in the track of 
their first immigration, yield the best 'cock shooting 
one year with another. The Co. Sligo contains several 
such, and at Ashford, Co. Galway, Lord Ardilaun has 
woods on the shores of Lough Mask, specially pre- 
served for 'cock shooting ; then the woods of Glenstal 
in Co. Limerick, and those of Muckross in Kerry, 
should be specially mentioned. 

'Cock-shooting parties are seldom organised before 
November, during which month, and during the first 
ten days of December, the largest numbers arrive; 
but October sees the first part of the immigration, and 
there are some instances of arrivals observed at Co. 
Donegal lighthouses in September ; Thompson cites 
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Other cases from Donegal and Antrim even as early as 
the 20th of September. 

The great annual 'cock-shoot at Ashford does not 
take place until January, for it is the experience of 
Lord Ardilaun that the woodcocks keep increasing in 
numbers in the coverts after various spells of severe 
weather on the hills, and a smaller number each time 
return to the heather; but nothing drives them in 
like hail. 

The elucidation of the migration-route of our 
woodcocks is chiefly due to the labours of Mr. R. M. 
Barrington, who has been investigating the subject 
of bird migration at Irish light-stations for more 
than twenty years. The accumulated results show 
that Ulster light-stations yield more observations of 
the woodcock than those of all the rest of Ireland, and 
that the notices of it from the west coast are greatly 
in excess of those from the east and south ; moreover, 
*the more northerly stations of the east and west 
eoasts receive larger numbers of woodcocks than do 
the more southerly.' The earliest records too are 
from the north, and the next earliest from the west 
coast down to the Skelligs, islands off Kerry. It is 
indeed to be expected that birds which come from 
more northern lands should arrive sooner than their 
kindred which begin the journey further south, the 
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winter being earlier in the higher latitudes. This 
may account for the later arrivals of woodcocks on the 
south coast of Ireland as compared with the coasts of 
Ulster and Connaught 

It has become evident from this migration inquiry 
that the flights of woodcocks first strike Inishtrahull, 
the most northerly isle of Ireland, which has yielded 
twenty-six observations, more than any pther; then 
West Donegal stations follow in point of time and 
numbers; while the Skelligs come ngxt and give 
thirteen observations; then Slyne Head in S.W. 
Connaught and the Maidens off Antrim afford eleven 
each. 

In corroboration of these statements is the great 
mass of testimony of Irish sportsmen as to the earlier 
appearance of woodcocks in the west, and the very 
act of arrival has been witnessed on the coast of Kerry, 
while the birds are regularly met with in Western 
Kerry and Western Cork before they appear in the 
east of those counties. 

All this shows that the main immigration of wood- 
cocks comes, as Thompson believed, from the direc- 
tion of Scotland. They may cross that country from 
Norway by the Forth and Clyde route, or by the 
valley of the Caledonian Canal, or may come round 
by the Pentland Firth ; probably some travel by all 
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those routes, and others come to Ireland after having 
used Scotland as a resting-place or after breeding 
there. On reaching the North of Ireland some pass 
down the Antrim coast to the east side of the island, 
but the great majority betake themselves to the west 
coast. Connaught confronts them with a cliff-barrier 
which rises to eight hundred feet in Western Mayo, 
but, w^ithout facing this awful, tempestuous coast, 
migrant birds from the north can cross to Galway Bay 
and the coast of Munster by a shorter and safer 
course ; the chain of lakes from Killala Bay, Loughs 
Conn, Mask, and Corrib, lie in the migration route 
of many other species, and along their shores are 
some of the most famous 'cock-coverts in Ireland, 
in the north of Sligo woodcocks first appear in 
October on the higher mountains, about two thou- 
sand feet above the sea, according to Captain Wynne 
of Hazlewood. 

The woodcock is not singular in adopting the 
northern route to the west of Ireland^ for it is used by 
our northern winter migrants generally, from the Snow 
Bunting and the Greenland Falcon to the Bernacle 
Goose and the Ireland Gull. 

Flights of woodcocks, from whatever cause, 
sometimes perish in the Atlantic wholesale; their 
drowned bodies have been observed from an ocean 

s 
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Steamer which was returning from America during the 
stormy October and November of 1881. 

Some woodcocks arrive on the Wexford coast, 
and this is shown both by the observatio/is of light- 
keepers there and by the evidence of persons resident 
in the county. 'Cock have been found entangled in 
nets spread out to dry on the bent-grass of the sand- 
hills ; and Thompson stated that the immigrant birds, 
after resting a day or two among the fern on the 
Wexford coast, used to proceed to the Mountain of 
Forth, where Major Walker met with numbers on 
their arrival and before their departure. 

But if the majority of these birds that visit Ire- 
land came direct from England and Wales, the 
eastern and southern sides of Ireland would be the 
most famous for them, and they would be reported 
from there earlier in the season. On the contrary, it 
is the Donegal coast alone that affords notices of 
woodcocks in September, but on the south-east coast 
they are later than on any other. 

In certain years the autumnal migration is ob- 
served over a wide area, woodcocks being reported 
within a few days in November and December from 
various sides of Ireland; in all these widespread 
movements the west coast participated, and they all 
took place within the first and last quarters of the 
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moon.* In Co. Waterford coverts 'cock usually attain 
their full numbers from the middle of November to 
the middle of December, and they remain through 
January, unless driven away by heavy snow; but 
extra hard weather, when it does occur, is apt to send 
them off towards Kerry. 

These birds sometimes diminish about Christmas 
or in January, but reappear in February or early 
March, even as late as the first week in April on 
various parts of the east coast ; and the same thing 
has been observed in Achill, where many frequent the 
glens and mountain-slopes over the sea. The Rev. 
Mr. Garde, who lived at Cloyne, Co. Cork, stated that 
he had once shot fourteen couple of 'cock to his own 
gun on Capel Island in March. This island lies off 
the eastern shore of Co. Cork, not far from the mouth 
of the Blackwater. In Kerry also they have been 
noticed to gather on the west coast preparatory to 
their spring migration. In Inishowen, the most 
northerly part of Donegal, woodcocks, which arrive 
there early in autumn, are sometimes seen in the 
heath when April is far advanced. ^ By that time the 
home-breeding woodcocks would have eggs ; but this 

* Migration of Birds at Irish Light'Stations^ by R. M. 
Barrington. Porter, London. Pbnsonby, Dublin. 

* Thompson, ii. 243. 

s 2 
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is quite consistent with the habits of other species, 
like the golden plover, some of which are nesting in 
this country, while others which are bound for 
northern countries still delay their departure. 

March i is too late for the commencement of the 
close season, for before the end of February some 
woodcocks have begun to breed. The sharp, evening 
note which Thompson renders *wisp,' but which is 
more like * chizzic,' has been heard in Februarys as 
well as in November, but it becomes frequent in 
March, and is then preceded by a croaking sound, 
twice or thrice repeated, which sounds to some like 
the words, * more rain to-morrow.' Sometimes one 
and sometimes both of these notes are heard, and 
they proceed from a woodcock going its rounds on 
the wing. This evening flight, called * roading,' takes 
place about the close of day, from March until June 
or July inclusive. It is continued until darkness 
conceals the bird, which returns over the same ground 
again and again. In a large wood, where many are 
on the wing, every one of them may be heard calling ; 
and when they chase one another they curve and 
turn with great rapidity and ease in a manner that 
reminds one of the bat's flight. I have been fasci- 
nated by watching two of. them performing these 
wonderful gyrations as they chased and sported 
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with each other over a pool in the twilight, with 
evident delight, ever appearing and disappearing in 
their airy dance. 

The beginning and increase of the breeding of 
the woodcock in Ireland in the nineteenth century is 
one of those facts for which no sufficient cause is 
known, but which is of a piece with the history of 
other species, such as the starling and the tufted 
duck. These birds, though so long known as winter 
visitors, have only adopted this country generally as 
a breeding-ground within the past century, while a 
like extension of their breeding range has been 
observed in Great Britain, especially in Scotland, and 
a similar increase of woodcocks that remain and 
breed has been noted in the larger island. 

The first instance known to Thompson was that 
of a young woodcock, shot in company with a parent 
bird, at Lord de Vesci^s in Queen's County in 1833 ; 
but before 1841 the nesting of woodcocks had been 
reported from the counties of Wexford, Antrim, Down, 
Wicklow, and Waterford. Details are given * of the 
nests found at Tollymore Park, Co. Down, where 
the first reported were three that were discovered in 
1837 ; but within ten years they had increased to 
thirty nests in that demesne. Mr. Pentland gives an 

' Thompson, ii. 249-255. 
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interesting account of woodcocks breeding at Glen- 
stal, Co. Limerick, in the * Field ' for September 29, 
1889. The first nest was found there in 1870, and 
the subsequent increase was such that in 1888 about 
sixty nests were known to the keepers. At Clon- 
brock, Co. Galway, the first nest was discovered in 
or about t868, so that the available information on 
this subject points to the breeding of woodcocks 
having begun later in the West of Ireland. 

The nesting and increase in summer of these 
birds has for some time become an established fact 
in every county in Ireland, and it is now thought 
that in several large coverts there are more wood- 
cocks in summer than in winter ; though this may be 
due to their habit of showing themselves and calling 
on the wing in the long summer evenings, while their 
winter flight to their feeding-grounds is unnoticed 
in the dark. 

I have repeatedly seen nests in my own and 
neighbouring woods in the county of Waterford. 
Eggs are often laid in March and occasionally in Feb- 
ruary, as stated by Mr. Colgan, a gamekeeper, on 
whom I could rely. Thompson was informed of 
nests in the latter month, and the Hon. R. E. Dillon 
has seen a woodcock fly off with her young one on 
March 19. Young are frequently seen during the 
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first half of April and onwards into August, eggs 
have been repeatedly found until late in July, and 
an instance has been given by Mr. R. W. Norman of 
a woodcock found sitting on eggs in November. It 
is therefore evident that the species produces two 
broods in the season. The regular number of eggs is 
four, as in the case of all birds of this order ( Charadri- 
adce) ; their shape is less pointed or pyriform than in 
kindred species. In colouring, woodcocks' eggs vary 
a good deal, some of them having a ground of a 
decided brownish tint with heavy blotches of dark 
brown and lilac ; others are very pallid, with small 
rounded spots and specks. On the whole, they 
assimilate greatly in colour to the dead leaves and 
other surrounding objects. 

The nest, whether on high or on low ground, is 
always placed in some dry part of the wood which is 
sufficiently open for the bird to fly off if disturbed, 
never under thick cover nor tangle. It is always a 
hollow made in the ground, often among wood-rush, 
dead leaves, or the needles off the fir and larch trees ; 
these materials, with some small dead twigs, are used 
in some cases merely to form a ring round the nesting 
hollow, but in other nests they amount to a good 
capful. 

The site is frequently near the foot of some tree. 
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towards which the hatching bird turns her tail, 
keeping her neck drawn in and her bill buried in 
the leaves; she trusts so much to the protection of 
her colouring to avoid observation that I have touched 
a sitting woodcock before she flew off. Persons havQ. 
stroked the head of one on her nest without moving 
her. 

The young quit the nest very soon, and are covered 
with a thick pile of down so coloured as to make them 
almost indistinguishable from their surroundings when 
they squat, as they do when alarmed, like the young 
of other ground-breeding birds. If an intruder 
approaches them the old bird will flit round him to 
draw off" his attention, and if a dog comes on the 
scene she will even confront him, while flapping her 
wings and uttering loud outcries to draw him off. 

The w^oodcock will not only fly away with her 
young to save them from danger, but does so 
habitually to remove them from the dry nesting- 
grounds to moist feeding-places. Colgan, the Brittas 
keeper, saw one of these birds get up before him 
carrying a nestling, and when she alighted with it she 
uttered vociferous sounds. He then sat down to 
watch her, and she came running back towards him, 
exhibiting no shyness ; on reaching another little one 
that had been left behind, she began to flutter and 
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throw out her wings until she had seized it between 
her feet, when she flew off with it. James MacEvoy, 
a woodman on the same estate, saw a woodcock carry 
by turns three of her young ones past him as he 
worked in the woods where there was nothing to cause 
alarm ; in this case the bill was pressed inwards 
towards the breast to help in supporting her offspring. 
In many cases, however, the head and beak of the old 
bird have been seen disengaged, while the young was 
either pressed between her thighs and breast or held 
dangling between her outstretched feet. These various 
statements as to the mode. in. which the woodcock 
holds her young in flight have led to a great deal of 
discussion, but the difficulty has been solved by the 
statement of two ladies in this country, Miss Fairholme 
of Comragh and her sister, whose accuracy of observa- 
tion in matters of natural history enhances the value 
of the narrative. I will quote Miss Fairholme's written 
words : 

My sister and I were standing in a field here one 
day in May last (1900), and our two dogs were hunting 
in a small oak-wood on the other side of the fence near 
us, when we heard a noise close behind us, something 
like the cry of a kestrel, but not quite so loud. On turn- 
ing round we saw a woodcock crouching on the ground, 
fluttering her wings and crying. On going a step or two 
towards her, to see if she were hurt, she gathered up two 
little ones ; one clasped to her breast by her head and 
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beak, and the other between her feet. She flew on 
slowly a few yards to the top of a very low bank where 
she let down the young ones, and crouched over them, 
fluttering her wings and crying as before. We waited 
to see what would happen, when the dogs came out over 
the fence of the wood. The bird immediately raised up 
the two young ones as before, and flew back into the oak- 
wood. Both flights were short, and she flew heavily and 
near the ground, so that we saw the whole proceeding 
perfectly. 

Miss Fairholme also remarked that the bird's bill 
was not seen during these flights, but that she put it 
out when she let down the nestling.^ 

The importance of this account is that it shows 
how a woodcock can carry her young, either by her legs 
and feet, or pressed under her neck and bill. The 
act of carrying off the young is performed even when 
they look nearly as large as their parent. In such a 
case the young one would need to be closely grasped 
to the body, but it is easily conceivable that the old 
bird could lift it when very small by her feet with ex- 
tended legs, as shown in a plate in the 'Zoologist' 1879. 

An interesting question is — what becomes of the 

woodcocks, after they have reared their broods, in 

the latter part of August and September? Their 

general disappearance at that time is noticed every - 

* Birds of Ireland^ p. 410, by Ussher and Warren. Gurney 
and Jackson, 1900. 
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where, and the prevalent belief is that they quit 
Ireland, and are replaced by the birds that arrive in 
October or later. There are, however, some facts and 
observations which contradict this view, though more 
evidence on the subject is to be wished for. 

I have many notices of 'cock seen in Ireland, 
sometimes by my personal friends, in August and 
September, though it cannot be maintained that they 
are then easily found. In a letter by R. G. Campbell, 
Mourne Park, Co. Down, printed in the * Field * of 
June 14, 1884, it is stated that woodcocks there 
* betake themselves to the sandy hills in August and 
September to moult, and these sandy hills they find 
on the Mourne Park Estate in the outside coverts, 
and there they can be seen in September.* 

In the 'Irish Naturalist' 1893, p. 85, Mr. James 
Johnston describes his experiences of woodcocks in a 
covert he h^d searched during three or four previous 
autumns. He says : 

An observer might tramp to and fro there in August 
or early September, and unless assisted by a good dog, 
he will probably go away thinking that there was not a 
single woodcock . . . It is no wonder these birds at this 
time of year prefer to skulk in the thickest cover ; in 
fact, until their wing feathers are grown, it is almost as 
hard to find a woodcock a^ a Water-Rail. . . For the 
past three seasons I have visited the covert early in 
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August to find out how many clutches there were ; I do 
this with the aid of my spaniel, and I calculate from the 
appearance of the young how soon they will be fit to 
shoot. I generally make my first bag about the middle 
of September. The old birds are not fit to shoot then, 
but it is easy to distinguish the young, which are much 
brighter in colour. I sometimes, though rarely, do make 
a mistake, and then what a wretched-looking object my 
dog brings ! I do not know any bird that in moulting 
casts its feathers so freely as a woodcock. Sometimes 
the bird will show a perfectly bare patch on the back. 

In favour of the opinion that the woodcocks bred 
in Ireland remain in winter is a case cited by Mr. 
Pentland in which silver rings were attached to nine 
young birds at Glenstal in 1888, and one of these 
was shot there the following Christmas. It would, 
of course, be unsafe to rely upon a single instance, but 
if the opinion quoted by Thompson ^ be correct, 
that the woodcocks bred here are literally residents, 
this does not conflict with the fact that a large pro- 
portion of the species have a different way of spend- 
ing the year. Large flights undoubtedly come to 
these islands from Northern Europe, pass the winter 
here like the fieldfares, and do not leave our shores com- 
pletely until after the resident woodcocks have begun 
to breed. The golden plover and ringed plover afford 
similar instances of species some of which are only 

• Vol. ii. 254. 
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winter visitants to these countries, while others stay 
and rear their young. 

The difficulty of believing that our breeding wood- 
cocks remain here in winter arises from the following 
consideration : an increasing settlement of these birds 
in the breeding season has undoubtedly taken place 
within the last sixty or seventy years, and if those 
which nest here, with their young, have reinforced 
the former winter contingent, there should be better 
'cock-shooting in winter nowadays than formerly. 
This, unfortunately, is not the case, for the numbers 
that frequent our woods in winter . are generally 
allowed to be smaller than of old. 

There has, of course, been a large increase of 
woods and plantations in Scotland as well as in 
Ireland, and this may lead to numbers of 'cock being 
detained in the former country that might otherwise 
visit Ireland, while our own birds have a larger choice 
of coverts than their predecessors had. The whole 
subject of the migrations of woodcocks and other 
birds requires for its elucidation an extensive and 
sustained series of observations, made both at light- 
houses and inland resorts; and everyone who can 
contribute evidence about it will do well to publish 
the same in such periodicals as the * Field,' the 
* Zoologist,' and the * Irish Naturalist.' 
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It is not ascertained that the woodcocks which 
remain here in summer differ in plumage from those 
that breed in Northern Europe and visit our islands 
in winter ; the differences that do occur being attri- 
butable to age and to individual variation. Mr. 
Howard Saunders states that in the young bird the 
outer webs of all the primary wing-feathers show 
distinct fulvous notches, but that there are hardly 
any such markings on the first and second outer webs 
in the adult; he also says that the second year's 
plumage is paler than that of the first year. Pied 
woodcocks have often been met with, and in one 
described by Mr. E. Williams the primaries were all 
pure white ; there was a white collar round the neck, 
and the rest of the plumage was dappled with white 
feathers. Some pure white specimens, and others of a 
pale yellowish buff or light fawn colour, have been 
preserved. I had a specimen in which the reddish 
brown bars were replaced by a dull leaden tint. 
These variations are * sports of nature ' which do not 
affect the general history of the species. 



'COCK-SHOOTING 

The woodcock is so fitful and tricky in its flight 
when put up by beaters in the daytime, that every 
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precaution should be taken to prevent it from flying 
back ; and as far as the ground admits of it, the 
beaters must be kept strictly in line. To facilitate 
'cock-shooting I have, when planting land, laid out 
and left unplanted a system of rides along the hill- 
sides. These are spaced two chains = one hundred 
and thirty-two feet, from centre to centre ; they are 
at first about twelve feet wide, and as the growing 
trees infringe on them they are made wider still by 
cutting back their margins. Three beaters* paths are 
cleared in each block of planting, between every pair 
of rides, and run parallel with them. The guns, on 
the rides, walk in line with the beaters, and in the 
control of the latter I find it far better to restrain 
those in advance than to hasten those lagging behind, 
as the latter are frequently delayed by the diffi- 
culties of the cover, which often make fast progress 
impossible. It is, moreover, a mistake to hurry over 
the ground, as careful beating is most necessary, 
and the shooter who tries to walk fast over uneven 
ground diminishes his chances of a steady aim when 
' Mark 'cock ' is heard. 

I have found young lads, when trained to beating, 
most serviceable, for they get through the cover 
readily, and are more agile and manageable than 
older men. If permitted to shout the whole party of 
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beaters will keep up a continual outcry of ' Hi ! 
'cock,' which drives the game away before it is ap- 
proached ; the sound of sticks is often quite sufficient, 
and should at least not be drowned by the voices. 
In deep glens and thick woods, however, where rides 
are few, more noise is probably required. 

If the party be large enough, a gun or two should 
walk far in advance of the rest to intercept any birds 
that may fly on ahead ; and these guns take up posi- 
tions at the end of the wood when they reach it, so as 
to enfilade the ends of all the rides. It is during the 
last moments of a beat, when the sportsman often 
relaxes his attention, that birds which have run on 
towards the end of the covert are so apt to rise and 
get away. A friend of mine used to employ beaters 
in Kerry in 'cock-shooting, and one day, as he was 
lecturing the youths for not keeping in line, he held 
up to them the example of an older man of the party 
who was an admirable beater. The latter remarked 
that in his youth he had been trained under a gentle- 
man who maintained such discipline that if a beater 
broke line he would take a shot at him ; but * them 
times are gone.' 

The woods of the Go. Sligo are some of the earliest 
to receive woodcocks in autumn, and hold them well. 
Three hundred 'cock have been killed in three days 
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at Lissadell by eight guns, and 338 were shot there 
in six days in the early part of 1867 by a party of 
about seven guns. In the winter of 1878-9 two guns 
shot forty 'cock in a day, four guns also shot 124 
on two consecutive days ; and as many as sixty- six 
were killed by four guns on one occasion in 1880-81. 
In January and February 1895, during eighteen days, 
498 were shot at Lissadell by parties which averaged 
four guns. At Hazlewood six guns have got sixty- 
seven 'cock on a snowy day, and Captain Wynne in- 
forms me that in one season ifi the nineties, 749 
had been shot by February 10, when the shooting 
was discontinued. 

The above figures relating to Lissadell and the 
following, which refer to 1881 and previous years, 
have been cited by Sir R. Payne-Gallwey. 

At Muckross, Killarney, 840 woodcocks fell before 
a party which averaged five guns in ten days in the 
winter of 1863-64, the total number shot there that 
season being 1,250. 

Colonel Vernon, who has shot regularly in wild 
parts of Ireland every winter for a great many years, 
has kindly lent me his game-book, which shows that 
during the twenty-one seasons from 1874 to 1898 the 
'cock killed amounted to 2,319, or more than no on 
an average, the highest number in one winter being 

T 
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309 killed in Kerry in 1881 ; but daring the three 
winters, 1885-88, that he was in the Co. Waterford 
606 'cock were shot, averaging 202 per annum. Ex- 
cept a very small proportion, the above were killed by 
Colonel Vernon's own gun, as he shot most of every 
season alone. Of the shooting seasons named, eleven 
were spent in Kerry, six in Galway, and one in 
Leitrim. 

The following are some bags made at Ashford, 
Lord Ardilaun's estate in Co. Galway : — 

January 1890. 

7 guns on January 29. 91 J couple of woodcocks 
(183 birds). During the four days' shoot 300 woodcock 
were killed. 

January 1891. 

7 guns on January 19. 104 J couple of woodcocks 
(209 birds). During six days' shoot 494 woodcocks were 
killed. 

January 1895. 

7 guns on January 25. \o^\ couple of woodcocks 
(205 birds). During the six days' shoot 508 woodcocks 
were killed. 

January 1897. 

6 guns on January 27. 64 couples of woodcocks 
(128 birds). During the six days' shoot 307 woodcocks 
were killed. 
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January 1898. 

7 guns on best day, 59 couple of woodcocks. During 
the week 300 woodcocks were killed. 

January 1899. 

7 guns on January 13. 84 couples of woodcocks (168 
birds). During tde week 400 woodcocks were killed. 

I'he above are the best bags since 1890. 
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COOKERY 

The woodcock has as warm a welcome on the table 
as in the coverts, which is saying a great deal, nor is 
the snipe much less appreciated. But the woodcock 
is the more valued for his comparative rarity. You 
may be satiated with partridges or pheasants— even 
with grouse in August and September— but the wood- 
cocks come in capricious flights, and, when there is 
open weather in the far north, may provokingly defer 
their arrival. They are essentially birds of passage, 
and though many breed in the West of Ireland, in the 
combes of our southern counties, and in the great 
pine-woods of the Scottish Highlands, they cannot now 
be said to have naturalised themselves with us. It 
must have been very different in the olden time, when 
England was forest land from Tyne to Trent, when 
the Eastern shires were overgrown with reed and 
sedge, and when Somerset was still as swampy as 
when Alfred sought a refuge there. Then the birds 
had all they could desire, food and freedom from 
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disturbance. We may judge how they abounded 
under the Plantagenets, when we read that, at the in- 
stallation banquet of the Kingmaker's brother as 
Archbishop of York, four hundred woodcocks figured 
at the feast. They must all have been snared or netted 
in the neighbourhood— we should like to know how 
many fell victims to the springes — and it is melancholy 
to think of the barbarous cookery, when they were 
roasted and shrivelled by the bushel. That banquet, 
by the way, gives an interesting idea of English 
ornithology in 1647, and of the omnivorous tastes of 
our ancestors. There were swans, herons, arid 
cranes, plovers, goodwits, redshanks, knotts, ruffs 
and reeves, curlews, rails and egrets, quails and bit- 
terns, larks and sparrows, with sundry other small 
* fowles ' it is difficult to identify. And the birds 
were sent up promiscuously with the fishes, with 
occasional interludes of entremets or a solid pthce de 
rksistance. 

Woodcocks vary considerably in size ; they range 
from ten to sixteen ounces or even more ; but, thanks 
to their roving habits, you can always rely more or less 
on the flavour. A Bohemian pheasant, or one reared 
on the Welsh hills or among the rowan trees of a 
Highland glen, is different as possible from his low- 
land relative who has been hand-fed on buckwheat in 
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home coverts, and you can tell at the first mouthful 
whether the^ grouse bought promiscuously at the 
poulterer's has been impregnating himself with bitter 
on the heather shoots or raiding the corn sheaves in 
the Yorkshire Ridings. But when you go marketing 
for woodcock you are fairly safe. All wandering wild 
birds are fastidious as to their fare ; they diligently 
search for the delicacies that tempt their palates, and 
in England we foolishly neglect some of the best of 
them. In that respect we might learn many a lesson 
from the Italians. Wheat-ears and larks we have 
learned to like; but the robin, with the faint soup^on 
of the bitter of the grouse, is scarcely inferior to 
the ortolan. We admit that it seems inhuman to 
sacrifice that confiding friend who is always at hand 
to pick up the crumbs at luncheons in the coverts, but 
we need have no such scruples with the fieldfares or 
with the red-wings; who, although the most piquant 
of the succulent thrushes, are seldom seen on an 
English table. With the woodcocks and most of the 
larks caught in the autumn they are merely casual 
visitors, stopping here for their own convenience, and 
we need have small scruple in taking toll of them. 
But most of these migrants are flighty and restless ; 
the woodcock is the exception : he hates exercise 
after heavy meals, and, as he is for ever stuffing, when 
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undisturbed by obnoxious guns, he always keeps in 
prime condition. 

Dear as he is to all devotees of the table, nowhere 
perhaps is he more keenly appreciated than by the 
forlorn watchers in lonely lighthouses? When a 
flight is on, and the weather is hazy, the birds are 
dashing themselves against the glass in Heligoland, 
and falling stunned or paralysed in the gallery. 
There, however, the keepers are on the land, and 
regularly supplied with provisions ; but on Skerryvore 
and other beacons on the rocks in the Outer 
Hebrides the flights have sometimes relieved those 
outposts of civilisation when rations had been 
reduced and they were on the verge of starvation. 

It is strange how little we find about the cooking 
of the woodcock in English literature, ancient or 
modern, in books on sport or natural history, on 
cookery or in fiction. Old Gervase Markham, who in 
1 6 14 dedicated his * Cheape and Good husbandry for 
the well-ordering of All Beasts and Fowles' to the 
accomplished Lord Dorset, had sound culinary notions 
and has much to say of the kitchen. He gives us to 
understand that the practice of artificial cramming 
was then carried to extraordinary lengths. He has 
directions for the fattening of caged godwits, knots, 
grey plover, and curlews, but there is not a word of 
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the woodcock. Perhaps it is just as well, for the 
system he counsels is essentially vicious. Fancy 
preparing a woodcock for the table, or a plover or a 
curlew, for the matter of that, on a diet of * fresh 
wheate-meale, mixed with milk ' ! Shakspeare draws 
a metaphor from the woodcock in Hamlet, and I 
believe Ben Jonson makes casual allusion to the 
bird, but he is ignored by our sylvan poets and our 
novelists. The reason for that may be that few of 
them were sportsmen. And though Gilbert White 
and other naturalists have many remarks as to his 
habits — and some of them are extremely speculative 
— they never rank him as a delicacy with the larks 
and the wheat-ears. 

As to the cookery books, there is doubtless 
another explanation. The French and other foreigners 
were our masters in aU the refinements of the art, and 
English cookery, almost to the beginning of the last 
century, was primitive in the extreme. Such lights of 
science as there were, were burning or flickering in the 
metropolis, and London was far removed from the 
favourite haunts of the 'cocks. Consignments were 
rare, the arrivals were few, and the birds had 
deteriorated with interminable delays. When Pepys, 
in his coach, lost his way between Portsmouth and 
London, what chance was there for the trail of a *cock 
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despatched by the stage waggon from the Hampshire 
or Surrey coasts? It is impossible to over-estimate 
the boon conferred on gastronomy by rapid railway 
transit and the parcel post. Can there be a more 
agreeable surprise when you come down to breakfast 
than the card box on the table, with a brace or leash 
of plump woodcock, marked with the date of their 
demise, only four and twenty hours before? Now 
that London is in swift connection with the glens of 
Kerry or the lochs of Western Ross, the woodcock 
comes to us nearly in perfection and he is beginning 
to be estimated as he ought to be, though it is true 
that you can only have the trail at the very best 
when he is eaten, like the crimped and curdled 
salmon, within a few hours of his sudden euthanasia. 
Towards the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
that illustrious gourmet Lord Alvanley carried off the 
prize at White's for the most delicate and costly dish 
that could be devised. There were cocks' combs and 
the oysters of pheasants, fillets of the snipe, and many 
other good things, but the trail and the brain of the 
woodcock are conspicuous by their absence. For 
the brain has a marvellously sublimated essence of 
its own, and we marvel that when Apicius or Lucullus 
was using . the brains of peacocks and nightingales 
by the hundred in a single plat he overlooked the 



COOKERY 285 



woodcock, which has always been more common on the 
Alban Hills and in the Campagna than the melodious 
Philomel. 

Even now the bird is comparatively neglected 
with us, though it always commands fair prices in the 
markets. There is a season when we are absolutely 
sickened with quails : they figure as rots or in other 
forms at every dinner party, as the turbot and turkeys 
which Thackeray abused when familiarity had bred dis- 
gust. Why not vary the menu with more of the wood- 
cocks, simply roasted on a substratum of truffled toast ? 

* Simply roasted,* I say, for, whether from igno- 
rance, indifference, or on principle, the English treat- 
ment of the woodcock has at least the inestimable 
merit of simplicity. Of all birds, like his congeners 
the plover and the snipe, you can do no better than 
leave him to himself. For the grand object with all 
game is to cherish the natural aroma, and that of the 
woodcock is incomparable and unimprovable. There 
are fragrant essences, such as that of the truffle, 
which may be blended advantageously — indeed, the 
wedding of the truffle and the woodcock is a veritable 
love-match — but they must be severely subdued. 
Brillat-Savarin, a born connoisseur, and consequently 
an exception to his countrymen of the florid school 
of cuisine, thoroughly understood that. Prefacing 
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with the obvious remark that the woodcock is a bird 
trh distingue^ he goes on to say that it is never in all 
its glory save when roasted under the eyes of the 
sportsman, especially of the sportsman who has killed 
it : * then the roast is accomplished according to 
rule, and the mouth ^^ s^tnonde des d^lices^^ There, 
possibly, the sentimental submerges the practical, for 
the chasseur may be a dead shot and an earnest gas- 
tronomer without the faintest knowledge of the delicate 
art of roasting. But it is certain that I have never 
appreciated roast woodcock more than in a Highland 
shooting box, where, from the close vicinity of kitchen 
to dining room, you always knew exactly what was 
dressing for dinner. The woodcock should be served 
glowing hot, and rushed from the spit to the table. 
How can he have justice done him in a club palace 
in Pall Mall with scores of dishes being sent up in a 
scramble, or in a grande maison^ where the culinary 
laboratories are a sabbath day's journey from the 
banqueting-hall, and where the maiire-trancheur does 
his listless carving at a sideboard ? 

Strange to say, the woodcock figures as little in 
French literature as in English. Dumas, who was a 
keen sportsman and bred in the broad forests of Villers- 
Cotterets, who prided himself on his gifts of cookery 
and spent hours over his kitchen fires in his fantastic 
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chateau of Monte Cristo, as the Regent Orleans re- 
laxed from cares of State in his chemical experiments, 
makes no allusion to the bird, although in his * Im- 
pressions de Voyage * he makes frequent mention of 
the snipe, and alludes to the special gastronomical deli- 
cacies of every country he visited. His ' Meneur de 
Loups,' poaching the woodlands with his infernal pack, 
gathering up various sorts of feathered game, from phea- 
sants to riiles de genei^ never includes either bkcasse or 
becassine in his game-gifts to his gossip Magloire. 
George Sand, in her sympathetic descriptions of the 
game of the Sologne, speaks of pheasants and red- 
legs and water-fowl, but never of woodcocks and seldom 
of snipes. What is even more remarkable, the socialist 
sybarite Eugene Sue, in decking the stall of Leonard 
the brdconnier in the orangerie of his uncle Dr. 
Gasterini, omits the woodcock among the festoons of 
feathered trophies which hung over the hures de sanglier 
and the haunches of venison. Yet I suppose that in his 
time, as at the present day, he might have seen the 
'cocks with their mottled plumage, most beautiful in 
death, among the chief ornaments of the richly tinted 
display in the windows of Chevet or Potier. In fact, 
the woodcock has happily inspired the Viennese and 
Bavarian woodcar\'ers, who have rivalled, in their deco- 
rations of dining salons^ the most exquisite work of 
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Grinling Gibbons. In Viennese hotels and fashionable 
restaurants I have been struck with the appropriate- 
ness of the sculptured effigies adorning the buffets and 
side-tables, when the roH or salmi was being served 
with the Voslauer, Erlauer, or Champagne. 

For the woodcock, as I said, is scattered all over 
Europe, and there are countries he favours far more 
than our own islands. The coverts around Rome are 
haunts of his predilection. In the markets of the 
Piazza Navona, or on stalls under the shadows of 
the Pantheon, you may see the birds hanging of a 
morning by the score. They always figured among 
the roiis at a Roman dinner at the Minerva. Not 
a few are knocked over at the great battues in the 
woods of Bohemia and Lower Austria, and there are 
no finer birds than those that used to be sold for a 
trifle in Vienna, I have golden dreams of suppers 
after the opera or theatres at the Archduke Charles 
and the Golden Lamb in the Leopoldstadt. I 
remember more simple repasts at the Kaiserin 
Elisabeth at Ischl, when woodcocks, preluded by 
venison cutlets, followed trout of your own catching 
from the Traun. For the hotel-keeper there con- 
sented to cook the contents of your own basket, 
and did not insist on scooping the fish out of his 
reservoirs. But my associations Vvith 'cocks in super- 
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abundance are in connection with British garrisons. 
One Christmas at Gibraltar, when an honorary 
member of a regimental mess, they used to be im- 
ported in such profusion from Morocco that each 
morning any man might have two or three for break- 
fast, making elegant extracts of trails and thighs. 
At times, in the Ionian Isles, in the happy days of 
our occupation, they were perhaps even more 
abundant. At Corfu or Cephalonia, occasionally, and 
especially when a shooting party came across from 
the Albanian coast with a bark ballasted with game, 
your soul came almost to loathe the savoury food, as 
the Israelites turned up their noses at quails in the 
desert. For the woodcock, like old Madeira, to be 
enjoyed, must be indulged in with moderation. On 
the other hand, I remember in a slow coasting 
voyage of one of the Austrian Lloyds up the Gulf of 
Trieste, when on an ill-found steamer we had been 
brought to short commons, the relief and exhilaration 
when one fine morning at Zara the steward came on 
board with lamb and kid and a basketful of wood- 
cocks. 

Yet English gourmets^ as has been said, have been 
strangely indifferent to the subtle charm of both 
woodcock and snipe. Walker, the ingenious author 
of the * Original,' was eccentric as to rules of health 

u 
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and crotchety as Dr. Kitchener — another great gastro- 
nomic pundit, who practised in profuse hospitality 
the doctrines he preached — but a sound authority on 
the art of dining. Hayward, in his instructive treatise 
with that title, ranks him not unjustly with Brillat- 
Savarin. Walker arranged his little dinners for eight, 
which, like Sir Henry Thompson with his famous 
octaves, he considered the perfect number, on the 
happiest conjunction of simplicity and excellence. 
He specially prided himself on one he gave at Love- 
grove's at Blackwall : no soup but turtle : no fish but 
whitebait : no meat but grouse, with some sweets to 
follow. Hayward objects to the turtle as out of 
place at a Blackwall dinner, and remarks that the 
dinner came off too late in the year for eating the 
whitebait in perfection. That particular entertain- 
ment may have been somewhat early for woodcock, 
which seldom make their appearance till late in Sep- 
tember, but it is strange that Walker, with his flair 
for all that was best, should never have had a menu 
* with no meat but woodcock.' 

I have praised the simple treatment by English 
cooks, but it must be admitted that where 'cocks 
abound it may become somewhat monotonous. It 
is certain that, with a single doubtful exception in the 
case of Meg Dods, their receipts never go beyond 
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the roast and the salmi ; or, in other words, the roast 
to-day and the rechauffi to-morrow. Assuredly 
simplicity cannot be carried farther. A friend, who 
owns many coverts in Kerry, and knows as much 
about the shooting and cooking of woodcocks as 
most men, favours me with an Irish receipt : * Boil 
your woodcock in butter and then show him the fire 
on a spit.' It seems a melancholy proof that bar- 
barous traditions still linger in benighted districts of 
the Wild West. For plain cookery Mistress Dods 
(Mrs. Johnstone) is hard to beat, so we may turn to her 
for the roasting. It is to be noted that she thinks it 
needful to notice that * they must not be drawn, as the 
intestines are considered a delicacy,^ Considered a 
(delicacy ! * Keep till tender.' (Alas for the trails !) 
*Tie them to a bird spit and lay them down to a 
clear, brisk fire. Lay slices of toast in the dripping 
pan to catch the trail ' (rather the essences exuding 
from the trail). * These birds and moor game require 
to be deluged with butter in basting. Dish them 
on the toasts, pour clear brown beef gravy very hot 
into the dish, and set it on a hot table or chafing dish. 
These birds will take from thirty-five to forty minutes, 
according to size.' 

We doubt about the flooding in beef gravy: if 
used at all, it should be used very charily, but the 
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sauce Meg recommends, and to which she was very 
partial, christened Pleydell*s, after the amateur of wild 
ducks in *Guy Mannering,' is an excellent one. 

A half-pint of claret and the same quantity of good 
brown gravy : make the gravy boil, put the wine to it, 
with pepper, salt, cayenne, and the juice of two Seville 
oranges : let them simmer for a few minutes and serve 
hot. 

We said Meg had another way besides the roti and 
the salmi^ and as she introduces it in a note with a 
special flourish of trumpets we give it, though it 
sounds to us sacrilegious. We have never tried 
devilling a woodfcock, but it strikes us that bedevilling 
would be the more appropriate term. 

The following receipt for the preparation of devils 
is the best that has yet been disclosed, for in this philo- 
sophic and amateur department of cookery profound 
mystery has as yet been observed. Mix equal parts of 
common salt, pounded cayenne, and curry powder 
with double the quantity of mushroom or truffle powder. 
Dissect a brace of woodcock (if under-cooked so much 
the better), sub-divide the legs, wings, back, &c., and 
powder all the pieces with the seasoning well mixed. 
Bruise the brain and trails with the yolk of a hard-boiled 
6&&> a very little pounded mace, the grate of half a 
lemon and half a spoonful of soy. Mix these together 
till they become smooth and add a tablespoonful of cats- 
up, a glass of Madeira and the juice of two Seville 
oranges. Throw this sauce along with the birds into a 
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silver stew-dish to be heated by a lamp. Cover it close 
and keep gently simmering, occasionally stirring, until 
the flesh has imbibed the greater part of the liquid. 
When completely saturated, throw in a small quantity of 
salad-oil and serve instantly. 

Mrs. Dods adds : 

The only remaining direction the writer of this 
admirable receipt gives is that as in picking the bones 
your fingers must necessarily be much impregnated 
with the flavour of the devil, you must be careful in lick- 
ing them not to swallow them entirely. 

It may be so, but surely drenching in soy and salad 
oil is putting the woodcock to vile use. 

All receipts for the salmi are much the same. 
That of Lady Harriet St. Clair is perhaps the 
simplest and good as any : 

Cut in pieces two woodcocks, previously half-roasted, 
put them into a stew-pan with three quarters of a pint of 
gravy, an onion with two or three cloves stuck in it, an 
anchovy, a piece of butter rolled in flour, a little cayenne 
and salt to taste ; simmer for about a quarter of an hour, 
but do not let it boil ; then put in a glass of red wine 
and a squeeze of lemon. The livers and trails should be 
bruised in the sauce. 

The * glass of red wine ' is vague, as it may range 
from Chambertin down to piqiiette. Burgundy is 
better than claret, and Madeira or brown sherry 
preferable to either. Bruising the liver is inevitable, 
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but rather heart-breaking: the liver as prepared for 
the table by Nature is infinitely superior to anything 
produced by the slow torture of Strasburg geese. 
Dubois, as is only natural with a French scientist, 
refines upon English recipes. He recommends the 
salmi being served with a border of game forcemeat 
with a sauce prepared from Espagnole, with a few 
spoonfuls of futnet of game and a little Madeira 
gradually introduced. 

But the illustrious French chefs take a far wider 
range with both woodcock and snipe, giving their 
genius free play in manipulation and ornamentation. 
First and foremost the woodcock comes in as an 
accessory or auxiliary in that sublime plat^ the faisan 
h la Sainie- Alliance y for which Brillat-Savarin gave 
the receipt, and for which the * Trois Freres Proven- 
Qaux ' was specially famous. The pheasant is stuffed 
with two woodcocks, boned and separated into two 
portions — one of the flesh, the other of the livers and 
trails. The intestines are plugged with truffles, and 
so the balm of the stuffing saturates the pheasant, 
while the dripping falls on a bed of toast covered 
with the stuffing of woodcock trail and pounded truffles. 

Next in richness, perhaps, comes the Bkcasse a 
la Perigueux of Jules Gouffe, a member of a dis- 
tinguished culinary family : 
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Truss two as for braising, put them in a stew-pan, 
cover with thin slices of fat bacon, add half a pint of 
Madeira and a pint of Mirepoix. When done, drain and 
untie them, dress on a dish so as to form a triangle, 
pour some Perigueux sauce reduced with essence of 
woodcock, and serve. 

Fillets of snipe and woodcock are favourite French 

dishes. Here is Dubois' receipt for snipe : 

To prepare this hors-d^osuvre, the fillets of seven or 
eight snipe must be removed, trimmed, and placed in a 
sauU-^2in to be cooked with clarified butter. A purde 
is prepared with cooked legs of snipe, a few poultry livers, 
a small part of the giblets of game, some boiled rice, a 
little sauce and a piece of butter. The fillets are cooked 
just before sending to table, \^\^pur^e is warmed without 
ebullition, and the cases filled up with the latter. On 
the///r/<?, the fillet of a snipe is placed, then masked 
immediately with a little brown sauce, reduced v/'iihfinnet 
of game. 

Gouffe's receipt for fillets with foies gras a la 
mamcelle is scarcely to be recommended to dyspep- 
tics : 

Take fillets of five woodcock, trim and split them 
open in the thickness : spread a layer of foie gras 
forcemeat, mixed with d'Uxelles sauce inside the fillets 
and fold the sides to again : flatten them with the knife 
to stick the sides together. Butter a j^/z/Z-pan and put 
the fillets in it ; cover with a round of buttered paper 
and cook over a slow fire. Dish round a croustade filled 
with foie gras scallop. Reduce some Espagnole sauce 
with essence of woodcock ; mix in a tablespoonful of 
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chopped truffles cooked in Madeira and a tablespoonful 
of d'Uxelles sauce ; pour some of the sauce over the foie 
gras scallop and the fillets, and serve the remainder 
separately. 

It will be observed that the great French chefs 
always recommend Madeira in place of red wines. 
The d'Uxelles sauce is less familiar to us in England 
than Espagnole. It is admirably adapted to snipe 
and plover, as well as woodcock, and is composed of 
mushrooms, parsley, and shalots stewed in a sauce- 
pan, holding a gill to each quart of Espagnole. The 
Espagnole is made of sliced onions and carrots steeped 
in white wine, and with white fish boiled and moistened 
in fish consommk^ in the proportion of six pounds of 
the fish to five quarts of the consomme. 

For fillets of woodcock or snipe with truffle pur^e : 
Remove the fillets of six of the one or a dozen of the 
other ; trim and put in a buttered saucepan ; add a 
little clarified butter and cover with buttered paper. 
Trim the mignon fillets, butter a jaw/^-pan ; put them 
in it with a dot of truffle on each. Cook the large 
fillets and dish round a croustade. Set the mignon 
fillets in an oven. Fill the croustade with truffle 
pur^e ; pour some essence of the woodcock or snipe 
over the fillets ; place the mignon fillets over them in 
a circle and serve. 
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Cases of snipe with truffles, says M. Dubois, is a 
dish as simple as it is coquettish and distinguished. 
The galantine should be brilliant, the truffles glazed, 
the jelly croiitons well trimmed, the jelly itself ought 
to be limpid, but rich. The snipes must be of the 
same form as the paper cases ; when cold they must 
be covered with a coating of chaud-froid^ and put in 
paper cases, at the bottom of which is a coating of 
chopped aspic jelly. These are placed in the form 
of a rosace on an ornamented pain-vert^ and laid 
against a strip of fat, slightly on the incline. The 
basis of the pain-vert is surrounded with fine aspic 
jelly croiitons. Snipes a la Dumanoir are trussed 
with their stomachs stuffed with forcemeat. They 
are larded, braized in stock and well glazed, then 
dished in an ornamental border of game forcemeat, 
masked with forcemeat and decorated. The intervals 
between the birds are filled with small bouquets of 
truffle. The border and the bottom of the dish are 
slightly masked with Espagnole sauce. 

For chaud-froid of snipe, the snipes must be 
neither too fresh nor too high, fat and having the 
breasts free from gunshot. They must be roasted 
or baked, bardies and rather underdone. When 
cold, each is divided into five parts — legs, fillets, and 
breast piece. The legs, being small and dry, are 

X 
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only used to fill empty spaces, so * one must not be 
sparing in the number of snipe.' The parts must 
be well trimmed and covered with a rich and trans- 
parent chaud-froid sauce. The chaud-froid is dished 
on an aspic border. Galantine of snipe is * one of the 
simplest, though most distinguished, dishes that can 
be served.' The snipe are boned, stuffed with a 
game forcemeat with truffles, rolled in oval form, 
and surrounded with a strip of buttered paper : they 
are cooked in little liquid (mouiUement\ left to cook 
in their stock, then divested of the paper, trimmed 
and masked with a brown chaud-froid sauce. When 
the sauce is cold, the galantines are coated with half- 
set aspic. 

So much for the elaborate cookery, which may be 
suited to snipe and plover, which fly in wisps or 
flocks, but is altogether unworthy of the woodcock. 
Brillat-Savarin says the appropriate word on wines : Ce 
mets de haute saveur doit itre arrose, par prifirencCy de 
vin du cru de la haute Bourgogne ; fai digagi cette 
viriti d'une suite d* observations qui nCont coiiti plus 
de travail qu^une table de logarithmes. 
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8vo, 35. 6d 

THE COUNCIL OF TRENT. Crown 
8vo, 35. M. 

SHORT STUDIES ON GREAT SUB- 
JECTS. 

Cabinet Edition. 4 vols. 245. 
* SUver Library ' Edition. 4 vols. Cr. 
8vo, 35. 6d. each. 

CiESAR : a Sketch. Cr. 8vo, 35. 6d. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRIT- 
INGS OF JAMES ANTHONY 
FROUDE. Edited by P. S. Allen, 
M.A. Crown 8vo, 35. 6d. 

Puller.— EGYPT AND THE HINTER- 
LAND. By Frederic W. Fuller. 
With Frontispiece and Map of Egypt 
and the Sudan. Crown 8vo, 65. net. 

Gardiner (Samuel Rawson, D.C.L. , 
LL.D.). 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, from the 
Accession of James I. to the Outbreak 
of the Civil War, 1603-1642. With 7 
Maps. 10 vols. Crown 8vo, 55. net 
each. 

A HISTORY OF THE GREAT CIVIL 
WAR, 1642-1649. With 54 Maps and 
Plans. 4 vols. Cr. 8vo, 55. net each. 

A HISTORY OF THE COMMON- 
WEALTH AND THE PROTECT- 
ORATE. 1649-1656. 4 vols. Crown 
Svo, 55. net each. 

THE STUDENT'S HISTORY OF ENG- 
LAND. With 378 Illustrations. Cr. 
Svo, gilt top, 125. 

Also in Three Volumes, price 45. each. 

WHAT GUNPOWDER PLOT WAS. 
With 8 Illustrations. Cr. Svo, 55. 
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Gardiner (Samuel Rawson, D.C.L., 
LL. D. )—continv£d, 

CROMWELL'S PLACE IN HISTORY. 

Founded on Six Lectures delivered in 
the University of Oxford. Crown 
8vo, ds. 6d. 

OLIVER CROMWELL. With Frontis- 
piece, Crown 8vo, ds. net. 

German Empire (The) of To- 
day: Outlines of its Formation and 
Development. By 'Veritas*. Crown 
8vo, 6s. net. 

Graham.— ROMAN AFRICA : an Out- 
line of the History of the Roman Occupa- 
tion of North Africa, based chiefly upon 
Inscriptions and Monumental Remains 
in that country. By Alexander 
Graham, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. With 
30 reproductions of Original Drawings 
by the Author, and 2 Maps. Svo, 16s. 
net. 

Greville.— A JOURNAL OF THE 
REIGNS OF KING GEORGE IV., 
KING WILLIAM IV., AND QUEEN 
VICTORIA. By Charles C. F. Gre- 
viLLB, formerly Clerk of the Council. 
8 vols. Crown Svo, 3s. Qd. each. 

Gross.— THE SOURCES AND LITERA- 
TURE OF ENGLISH HISTORY, from 
the Earliest Times to about 1485. By 
Charles Gross, Ph.D. 8vo, 18s. net. 

Hamilton.— HISTORICAL RECORD 
OF THE 14th (KING'S) HUSSARS, 
from A.D. 1715 to a.d. 1900. By Col- 
onel Henry Blackburnk Hamilton, 
M.A., Christ Church, Oxford ; late com- 
manding the Regiment. With 15 
Coloured Plates, 35 Portraits, etc., in 
Photogravure, and 10 Maps and Plans. 
Crown 4to, gilt edges, 42s. net. 

Hill.— LIBERTY DOCUMENTS. With 
Contemporary Exposition and Critical 
Comments drawn from various Writers. 
Selected and Prepared by Mabel Hill. 
Edited with an Introduction by Albert 
Bushnell Hart, Ph.D. Large Crown 
8vo, 7s. Qd. net. 

H i IL — THREE FRENCHMEN IN 
BENGAL ; or, the Loss of the French 
Settlements. By S. C. Hill, B.A., 
B.Sc, Officer in charge of the Records 
of the Government of India. With 4 
Maps. Svo. 



HARVARD HISTORICAL STUDIES. 

THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE TRADE TO THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 1638-1870. By 
W. E. B. Du Bois, Ph.D. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

THE CONTEST OVER THE RATIFICA- 
TION OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITU- 
TION IN MASSACHUSETTS. By S. 
B. Harding, A.M. 8vo, 6s. 

A CRITICAL STUDY OF NULLIFICA- 
TION IN SOUTH CAROLINA. By 
D. F. Houston, A.M. 8vo, 6s. 

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTIVE OF- 
FICE IN THE UNITED STATES. 
By Frederick W. Dallingeb, A.M. 
8vo, 7s. 6d. 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BRITISH 
MUNICIPAL HISTORY, including 
Gilds and Parliamentary Representa- 
tion. By Charles Gross, Ph.D. 8vo, 
12s. 

THE LIBERTY AND FREE-SOIL 
PARTIES IN THE NORTH-WEST. 
By Theodore C. Smith, Ph.D. Svo, 
7s. 6d, 

THE PROVINCLA.L GOVERNOR IN 
THE ENGLISH COLONIES OF 
NORTH AMERICA. By Evarts 
Boutbll Gbeene. Svo, 7s. 6d. 

THE COUNTY PALATINE OF DUR- 
HAM : a Study in Constitutional 
History. By Gaillard Thomas Lai^s- 
ley, Ph.D. Svo, 10s. 6d. 

THE ANGLICAN EPISCOPATE AND 
THE AMERICAN COLONIES. By 
Arthur Lyon Cross, Ph.D., Instructor 
in History in the University of Michigan. 
Svo, 10s. Qd. 



Historic Towns.— Edited by E. A. 
Freeman, D.C.L., and Rev. William 
Hunt, M.A. With Maps and Plans. 
Crown Svo, 3s. Qd. each. 

Bristol. By Rev. W. 
Hunt. 

Carlisle. By Mandell 
Creighton, D.D. 

Cinque Ports. By 
Montagu Burrows. 

Colchester, By Rev. 
E. L. Cutts. 

Exeter. By E. A. 
Freeman. 

London. By Rev. W. 
J. Loftie. 



Oxford. By Rev. C. 
W. Boase. 

Winchester. By G. 
W. Kitehin, D.D. 

Y ork. By Rev . James 

Raine. 

New York. By Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. 

Boston (U.S.). By 
Henry Cabot Lodge. 
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Hunter (Sir William Wilson). 
A HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. 
Vol. I. — Introductory to the Overthrow 
of the English in the Spice Archi- 
pelago, 1623. With 4 Maps. 8vo, I85. 
Vol. II.— To the Union of the Old and 
New Companies under the Earl of 
Godolphin's Award. 1708. 8vo, I65. 
THE INDIA OF THE QUEEN, 
and other Essays. Edited by Lady 
Hunter. With an Introduction by 
Francis Henry Skrine, Indian Civil 
Service (Retired). 8vo, 9*. net. 
Ingram.— A CRITICAL EXAMINA- 
TION OF IRISH HISTORY. From 
the Elizabethan Conquest to the Legis- 
lative Union bf 1800. By T. Dunbar 
Ingram, LL.D. 2 vols. 8vo, 24«. 
Joyce. — A SHORT HISTORY OF 
IRELAND, from the Earliest Times to 
1603. By P. W. Joyce, LL.D. Crown 
8vo, 10s. 6rf. 
Kaye and Malleson.— HISTORY OF 
THE INDLA.N MUTINY, 1857-1858. 
By Sir John W. Kayb and Colonel G. 
B. Mallbson. With Analytical Index 
and Maps and Plans. 6 vols. Crown 
8vo, 3s, 6fl?. each. 
Ijang (Andrew). 
THE MYSTERY OF MARY STUART. 
With 6 Photogravure Plates (4 Por- 
traits) and 15 other Illustrations. 8vo, 
18s. net. 
JAMES THE SIXTH AND THE 
COWRIE MYSTERY. With Cowrie's 
Coat of Arms in colour, 2 Rhoto- 
gravure Portraits and other Illustra- 
tions. 8vo, 12s. 6rf. net. 
PRINCE CHARLES EDWARD 
STUART, THE YOUNG CHEVA- 
LIER. With Photogravure Frontis- 
piece. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6rf. net. 
Laurie.— HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 
PRE-CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. By S. 
S. Laurie, A.M., LL.D. Cr. 8vo, 7s. 6c?. 
Lecky.— (The Rt Hon. William E. H.). 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
Library Edition. 8 ols. 8vo. Vols. 
I. and II., 1700-1760, 36s.; Vols. 
III. and IV., 1760-1/84, 36s. ; Vols. 
V. and VI., 1784-1793, 36s. ; Vols. 
VII. and VIIL, 1793-1800, 36s. 
Cabinet Edition. England. 7 vols. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. net each. Ireland. 
5 vols. Crown 8vo, 5s. net each. 



Lecky.— (The Rt. Hon. William E. H.) 

LEADERS OF PUBLIC OPINION IN 
IRELAND : FLOOD— GRATTAN— 
O'CONNELL. 2 vols. 8vo, 25s. net. 

HISTORY OF EUROPEAN MORALS 
FROM AUGUSTUS TO CHARLE- 
MAGNE. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, 10s. net. 

A SURVEY OF ENGLISH ETHICS : 
Being the First Chapter of the * His- 
tory of European Morals '. Edited, 
with Introduction and Notes, by W. 
A. Hirst. Crown 8vo, 3s. ^. 

HISTORY OF THE RISE AND IN- 
FLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF 
RATIONALISM IN EUROPE. 2 
vols. Crown 8vo, 10s. net. 

DEMOCRACY AND LIBERTY. 
Library Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 36s. 
Cabinet Edition. 2 vols. Cr. 8vo, 10s. 
net. 

Lieven.— LETTERS OF DOROTHEA, 
PRINCESS LIEVEN, DURING HER 
RESIDENCE IN LONDON, 1812-1834. 
Edited by Lionel G. Robinson. With 
2 Photogravure Portraits. 8vo, 14s. net. 

LowelL— GOVERNMENTS AND 
PARTIES IN CONTINENTAL 
EUROPE. By A. Lawrence Lowell. 
2 vols. 8vo, 21s, 

Lumsden's Horse, Records of.— 

Edited by H. H. S. Pearse. With a 
Map, and numerous Portraits and Illus- 
trations in the Text. 4to, 21s. net. 

Macaulay (Lord). 
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF LORD 

MACAULAY. 

* Edinburgh * Edition. 10 vols. 8vo, 
^s. each. 

Vols. I.-IV. HISTORY OF ENG- 
LAND. 

Vols. V.-VII. ESSAYS, BIO- 
GRAPHIES, INDIAN PENAL 
CODE, CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
KNIGHT'S 'QUARTERLY 
MAGAZINE'. 

Vol. VIIL SPEECHES, LAYS OF 

ANCIENT ROME, MISCEL- 

LANEOUS POEMS. 
Vols. IX. and X. THE LIFE AND 

L ETTERS OF LORD MACAULAY. 

By Sir G. 0. Trevelyan, Bart. 
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Macaulay (Lord) — continued. 
THE WORKS. 

' Albany ' Edition. With 12 Portraits. 
12 vols. Large Crown 8vo, 35. 6rf. 

Vols. i.-VL HISTORY OF ENG- 
LAND, FROM THE ACCESSION 
OF JAMES THE SECOND. 

Vols. VII.-X. ESSAYS AND BIO- 
GRAPHIES. 

Vols. XI.-XII. SPEECHES, LAYS 
OF ANCIENT ROME, ETC., AND 
INDEX. 

Cabinet Edition. 16 vols. Post 8vo, 
£4 16s. 

Library EdiHon. 5 vols. 8vo, £A. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF JAMES THE 
SECOND. 

Popular Edition. 2 vols. Cr. Svo, 5s. 
Student' s Edition. 2 vols. Cr. Svo, 12s. 
People's Edition. 4 vols. Cr. Svo, 16s. 
' A Ibany * Edition. With 6 Portraits. 

6 vols. Large Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. 

each. 
Cabinet Edition. 8 vols. Post Svo. 

A&s. 
^Edinburgh' Edition. 4 vols. Svo, 

6s. each. 

CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL 

ESSAYS.WITH LAYS OF ANCIENT 

ROME, etc., in 1 volume. 

Popular Edition. Crown Svo, 2s. Qd. 

' Silver Lih-ary ' Edition. With 
Portrait and 4 Illustrations to the 
* Lays '. Crown Svo, 3s. Qd. 

CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL 

ESSAYS. 

Student's Edition. 1 vol. Cr. Svo, 

6s. 
* Trevelyan ' Edition. 2 vols. Crown 

Svo, 9s. 
Cabinet Edition. 4 vols. Post Svo, 

24s. 
' Edinlmrgh' Edition. 3 vols. Svo, 

^.v, each. 
Library Edition. 3 vols. Svo, 36s. 

ESSAYS, which may be had separately 
sewed, 6c?. each ; cloth. Is. each. 



Addison and Walpole. 

Croker's Bos well's 
Johnson. 

Hallam's Constitu- 
tional History. 

Warren Hastings. 

The Earl of Chatham 
(Two Essays). 



Frederic the Great. 

Kanke and Gladstone. 

Lord Bacon. 

Lord Clive. 

Lord Byron, and The 
Comic Dramatists 
of the Restoration. 



Macaulay (Lord) — continued. 
MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS, 

SPEECHES AND POEMS. 

Popular Edition. Crown Svo, 2s. 6rf. 

Ccubinet Edition. 4 vols. Post Svo, 24s. 
SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS 

OF LORD MACAULAY. Edited, 

with Occasional Notes, by the Right 

Hon. Sir G. 0. Trevelyan, Bart. 

Crown Svo, 6s. 

Lyncll.~THE WAR OF THE CIVILI- 
SATIONS: BEING A RECORD OF 
'A FOREIGN DEVIL'S' EXPERI- 
ENCES WITH THE ALLIES IN 
CHINA. By George Lynch, Special 
Correspondent of the Sphere^ etc. With 
Portrait and 21 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 6s. net. 

Mackinnon (James, Ph.D.). 
THE HISTORY OF EDWARD THE 

THIRD. Svo, 18s. 
THE GROWTH AND DECLINE OF 

THE FRENCH MONARCHY. Svo, 

21s. net. 

Mallet.— MALLET DU PAN AND 
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. By 
Bernard Mallet. With Photogravure 
Portrait. Svo, 12s. 6rf. net. 

May.— THE CONSTITUTIONAL HIS- 
TORY OF ENGLAND since the Ac- 
cession of George III. 1760-1870. By 
Sir Thomas Erskine May, K.C.B. (Lord 
Farnborough). 3 vols. Cr. Svo, ISs. 

Merivale (Charles, D.D.). 

HISTORY OF THE ROMANS UNDER 
THE EM PIRE. 8 vols. Crown Svo, 
3s. Qd. each. 

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN RE- 
PUBLIC : a Short History of the Last 
Century of the Commonwealth. 12mo, 
7s. Qd. 

GENERAL HISTORY OF ROME, 
from the Foundation of the City to 
the Fall of Augustulua, B.C. 753-a.d. 
476. With 5 Maps. Cr. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Montague.— THE ELEMENTS OF 
ENGLISH CONSTITUTIONAL HIS- 
TORY. By F. C. Montague, M.A. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6<i. 

Moran.— THE THEORY AND PRAC- 
TICE OF THE ENGLISH GOVERN- 
MENT. By Thomas Francis Mouan, 
Ph.D., Professor of History and Econo- 
mics in Purdue University, U.S. Crown 

I Svo, 5s. net. 
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Wash.— THE GREAT FAMINE AND 
ITS CAUSES. By Vauohan Nash. 
With 8 Illustrations from Photographs 
by the Author, and a Map of India 
showing the Famine Area. Cr. 8vo, 6s. 

0"wens College Essays.— Edited by 
T. F. Tout, MTa., Professor of History 
in the Owens College, Victoria Univer- 
sity, and James Tait, M.A., Assistant 
Lecturer in History. With 4 Maps. 8vo, 
125. 6fl?. net. 

Pears.— THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
GREEK EMPIRE AND THE STORY 
OF THE CAPTURE OF CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE BY THE TURKS. By 
Edwin Pears, LL.B. With 3 Maps 
and 4 Illustrations. 8vo, \%s. net. 

Powell and Trevelyan. — THE 
PEASANTS' RISING AND THE LOL- 
LARDS : a Collection of Unpublished 
Documents. Edited by Edgar Powell 
and G. M. Trevelyan. 8vo, 65. net. 

Randolph.— THE LAW AND POLICY 
OF ANNEXATION, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Philippines; together with 
Observations on the Status of Cuba. By 
Carman F. Randolph. 8vo, 9«. net. 

Hankin (Reginald). 
THE MARQUIS D'ARGENSON; AND 

RICHARD THE SECOND. 8vo, 

IO5. 6c?. net. 
A SUBALTERN'S LETTERS TO HIS 

WIFE. (The Boer War.) Cr. 8vo. 

35. Gc?. 

Ransome.— THE RISE OF CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IN ENG- 
LAND. By Cyril Ransome, M.A. 
Crown 8vo, 6^. 

Seebohm (Frederic, LL.D., K.S.A.). 

THE ENGLISH VILLAGE COM- 
MUNITY. With 13 Maps and Plates. 
8vo, 16s. 

TRIBAL CUSTOM IN ANGLO- 
SAXON LAW : being an Essay 
supplemental to (1) ' The English 
Village Community.' (2) ' The Tribal 
System in Wales '. 8vo, I65. 

Seton-Karr.-THE CALL TO ARMS, 
1900-1901 ; or a Review of the Imperial 
Yeomanry Movement, and some subjects 
connected therewith. By Sir Henry 
Seton-Karr, M.P. With a Frontispiece 
by R. -CATON-WftODVlLLB. Cr. 8vo, 
,5.9. net,. 



Shaw.— A HISTORY OF THE ENG- 
LISH CHURCH DURING THE CIVIL 
WARS AND UNDER THE COMMON- 
WEALTH, 1640-1660. By Wm. A. 
Shaw, Litt.D. 2 vols. 8vo', 36*. 

Sheppard. — THE OLD ROYAL 
PALACE OF WHITEHALL. By 
Edgar Sheppard, D.D., Sub-Dean of 
H.M. Chapels Royal, Sub- Almoner to 
the King. With 6 Photogravure Plates 
and 33 other Illustrations. Medium 
8vo, 2I5. net. 

Smith. — CARTHAGE AND THE 
CARTHAGINIANS. ByR. Bosworth 
Smith, M.A. With Maps, Plans, etc. 
Crown 8vo, 35. 6c?. 

Stephens.— A HISTORY OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. By H. 
Morse Stephens. 8vo. Vols. I. and II. 
I85. each. 

Sternberg.— MY EXPERIENCt:S OF 
THE BOER WAR. By Adalbert 
Count Sternberg. With JPreface by 
Lieut. -Col. G. F. R. Henderson. Cr. 
8vo, 5s. net. 

Stubbs.—HISTORY OF THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF DUBLIN. By J. W. 
Stubbs. 8vo. 125. M. 

Stubbs.— HISTORICAL INTRODUC- 
TIONS TO THE 'ROLLS SERIES'. 
By William Stubbs, D.D., formerly 
Bishop of Oxford, Regius Professor 
of Modern History in the IJniversity. 
Collected and Edited by Arthur 
Hassall, M.A. 8vo, 12.s'. 6t/. net. 

Sutherland. -THE HISTORY OF 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, 
from 1606 - 1900. By Alexander 
Sutherland, M.A., and George 
Sutherland, M.A. Crown 8vo, 25. 6rf. 

Taylor.— A STUDENT'S MANUAL 
OF THE HISTORY OF INDIA. By 
Colonel Meadows Taylor, C.S.I. 
Crown 8vo, 75. M. 

Thomson. — CHINA AND THE 
POWERS : a Narrative of the Outbreak of 
1900. By H. C. Thomson. With 2 Maps 
and 29 Illustrations. 8vo, 10s. 6^?. net. 

Todd.— PARLIAMENTARY GOVERN- 
MENT IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 
By Alpheus Todd, LL.D. 8vo, 30s. net. 

Trevelyan.— THE AMERICAN RE- 
VOLUTION. Part I. 1766-1776. By 
Sir G. 0. Trevelyan, Bart. 8vo, 16s. 

Trevelyan.— ENG L A ND IN THE AGE 
OF WYCLIFFE. By George Macau- 
lay Trevelyan. 8vo, 15s, 
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Wakeman and Hassall.— ESSAYS 
INTRODUCTORY TO THE STUDY 
OF ENGLISH CONSTITUTIONAL 
HISTORY. Edited by Henry Offley 
Wakeman, M.A., and Arthur Has- 
sall, M.A. Crown 8vo, 6;?. 

Walpole.— HISTORY OF ENGLAND 
FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
GREAT WAR IN 1815 TO 1858. By 
Sir Spencer Walpole, K.C.B. 6 vols. 
Crown 8vo, 65. each. 



Wylie (James Hamilton, M.A.). 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND UNDER 
HENRY IV. 4 vols. Crown 8vo. 
Vol. I., 1399-1404, 105. 6d Vol. II., 
1405-1406, 15s. {md of pHnt), Vol. 
III., 1407-1411, 155. Vol. IV., 1411- 
1413, 2l5. 

THE COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE TO 
THE DEATH OF JOHN HUS. Cr. 
8vo, 65. net. 



Biography, Personal Memoirs, etc. 



Bacon.— THE LETTERS AND LIFE OF 
FRANCIS BACON, INCLUDING ALL 
HIS OCCASIONAL WORKS. Edited 
by James Spedding. 7 vols. 8vo, £4 4s. 

Bagehot. -BIOGRAPHICAL 
STUDIES. By Walter Bagehot. 
Crown 8vo, 35. Qd. 

Blount— THE MEMOIRS OF SIR 
EDWARD BLOUNT, K.C.B., etc. 
Edited by Stuart J. Reid, Author of 
♦ The Life and Times of Sydney Smith,' 
etc. With 3 Photogravure Plates. 8vo, 
IO5. M. net. 

Bowen. — EDWARD BOWEN : A 
MEMOIR. By the Rev. the Hon. W. 
E. Bowen. With Appendices, 3 Photo- 
gravure Portraits and 2 other Illustra- 
tions. 8vo, 125. 66^. net. 

Carlyle.— THOMAS CARLYLE : A 
H istory of his Life. By James Anthony 
Froude. 

1795-1835. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, Is. 
1834-1881. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, 75. 

Crozier.— MY INNER LIFE : being a 
Chapter in Personal Evolution and 
Autobiography. By John Beattie 
Crozier, LL.D. 8vo, 145. 

Dante.— THE LIFE AND WORKS OF 
DANTE ALLIGHIERI : being an In- 
troduction to the Study of the * Divina 
Commedia '. By the Rev. J. F. Hogan, 
D.D. With Portrait. 8vo, 12s. U. 

Danton.— LIFE OF DANTON. By A. 
H. Beesly. With Portraits. Cr. 8vo, 6s. 

De Bode.— THE BARONESS DE 
BODE, 1775-1803. By William S. 
Childe-Pemberton. With 4 Photo- 

fravure Portraits and other Illustrations, 
vo, gilt top, 12s. Qd. net. 



Erasmus. 

LIFE AND LETTERS OF ERASMUS. 
By James Anthony Froude. Crown 
8vo, 3s. 60?. 

THE EPISTLES OF ERASMUS, from 
his earliest Letters to his Fifty-first 
Year, arranged in Order of Time. 
English Translations, with a Com- 
mentary. By Francis Morgan 
Nichols. 8vo, 18s. net 

Faraday. -FARADAY AS A DIS- 
COVERER. ByJOHNTYNDALL. CtOWU 
8vo, 3s. 6c?. 

F^nelon : his Friends and his Enemies, 
1651-1715. By E. K. Sanders. With 
Portrait. 8vo, 10s. Qd. 

Fox.— THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
CHARLES JAMES FOX. By the 
Right Hon. SirG. 0. Trevelyan, Bart. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. Qd. 

Granville. — SOME RECORDS OF 
THE LATER LIFE OF HARRIET, 
COUNTESS GRANVILLE. . By her 
Granddaugliter, the Hon. Mrs. Old- 
field. With 17 Portraits. 8vo, gilt top, 
16s. net. 

Grey.- MEMOIR OF SIR GEORGE 
GREY, BART., G.C.B., 1799-1882. 
By Mandell Creighton, D.D., late 
Lord Bishop of London. With 3 
Portraits. Crown 8vo, 6s. net. 

Hamilton.— LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM 
HAMILTON. By R. P. Graves. 8vo, 
3 vols. 15s. each. Addendum. 8vo, 
6fl?. sewed. 

Harrow School Register (The), 
1801 - 1900. Second Edition, 1901. 
Edited by M. G. Dauolish, Barrister - 
at- Law. 8vo, 10s. not. 

Havelock. — MEMOIRS OF SIR 
HENRY HAVELOCK, K.C.B. By 
John Clark Marshman. Cr. 8vo, 3«. M, 
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Haweis.— MY MUSICAL LIFE. By 
the Eev. H. R. Haweis. With Portrait 
of Richard Wagner and 3 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 65. net. 

Higgins. — THE BERNARDS OF 
ABINGTON AND NETHER WIN- 
CHENDON: a Family History. By 
Mrs. Napier Higgins. 2 vols. 8vo, 
21s. net. 

Hunter. — THE LIFE OF SIR 
WILLIAM WILSON HUNTER, 
K.C.S.I., M.A., LL.D. Author of 'A 
History of British India,' etc. By 
Francis Henry Skrine, F.S.S. With 
6 Portraits (2 Photogravures) and 4 other 
Illustrations. 8vo, 16s. net. 
Jackson.— STONEWALL JACKSON 
AND THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR. 
By Lieut. -Col. G. F. R. Henderson. 
With 2 Portraits and 33 Maps and 
Plans. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, 16s. net. 
Kielmansegge. — DIARY OF A 
JOURNEY TO ENGLAND IN THE 
YEARS 1761-1762. By Count- Frede- 
rick Kielmansegge. With 4 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, 5s. net. 
Luther.— LIFE OF LUTHER. By 
JULIDS KosTLlN. With 62 Illustra- 
tions and 4 Facsimiles of MSS. Crown 
8vo, 3s. 6c?. 
Macaulay.— THE LIFE AND LET- 
TERS OF LORD MACAULAY. By the 
Right Hon. Sir G. 0. Trevelyan, Bart. 
PoptUar Edition. 1 vol. Cr. 8vo, 

2s. 6c?. 
Student's Edition. 1 vol. Cr. 8vo, 6s. 
Cabinet Edition. 2 vols. Post 8vo, 12s. 
' Edinburgh ' Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 

6s. each. 
Library Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 36s. 
Marbot.— THE MEMOIRS OF THE 
BARON DE MARBOT. 2 vols. Crown 
8vo, 7s. 

Max Miiller (F.). 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF THE 
RIGHT HON. FRIEDRICH MAX 
MtJLLER. Edited by his Wife. With 
Photogravure Portraits and other 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 8vo, 32s. net. 

MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY : a Fragment. 
With 6 Portraits. 8vo, 12s. M. 

AULD LANG SYNE. Second Series. 
8vo, 10s. M. 

CHIPS FROM A GERMAN WORK- 
SHOP. Vol.11. Biographical Essays. 
CVown 8vo, 5s. 



Meade.— GENERAL SIR RICHARD 
MEADE AND THE FEUDATORY 
STATES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH- 
ERN INDIA. By Thomas Henry 
Thornton. With Portrait, Map and 
Illustrations. 8vo, 10s. 6c^. net 

Morris. -THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
MORRIS. By J. W. Mackail. With 
2 Portraits and 8 other Illustrations 
by E. H. New, etc. 2 vols. Large 
Crown 8vo, 10s. net. 

On the Banks of the Seine.— By 
A. M. F., Author of 'Foreign Courts 
and Foreign Homes '. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Paget.— MEMOIRS AND LETTERS OF 
SIR JAMES PAGET. Edited by 
Stephen Paget, one of his sons. With 
Portrait. 8vo, 6s. net. 

Place.— THE LIFE OF FRANCIS 
PLACE, 1771-1854. By Graham Wal- 
las, M.A. With 2 Portraits. 8vo, 12s. 

Powys.— PASSAGES FROM THE 
DIARIES OF MRS. PHILIP LYBBE 
POWYS, OF HARDWICK HOUSE, 
OXON. 1756-1808. Edited by Emily 
J. Climenson. 8vo, gilt top, 16s. 

Ramakr/shna : His Life and Sayings. 
By the Right Hon. F. Max Muller. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 

Rich. — MARY RICH, COUNTESS 
OF WARWICK (1625 - 1678) : Her 
Family and Friends. By C. Fell 
Smith. With 7 Photogravure Portraits 
and 9 other Illustrations. 8vo, gilt top, 
18s. net. 

Rochester, and other Ijiterary 
Rakes of the Court of Charles 
II., Avith some Account of their 
Surroundings. By the Author of 
' The Life of Sir Kenelm Dighy,' • The 
Life of a Prig,' etc. With 15 Poiiraits. 
8vo, 16s. 

Romanes.— THE LIFE AND LET- 
TERS OF GEORGE JOHN ROMANES, 
M.A., LL.D., F.R.S. Written and 
Edited by his Wipe. With Portrait 
and 2 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s. net. 

Russell. — SWALLOWFIELD AND 
ITS OWNERS. By Constance Lady 
Russell, of Swallowfield Park. With 15 
Photogravure Portraits and 86 other 
Illustrations. 4to, gilt edges, 42s. net. 

Seebohm.— THE OXFORD REFOR- 
MERS—JOHN COLET, ERASMUS, 
AND THOMAS MORE : a History of 
their Fellow-Work. By Frederic 
Seebohm. 8vq, 14s. 
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Shakespeare.— OUTLINES OF THE 
LIFE OF SHAKESPEARE. By J. O. 
Haluwell-Philupps. With Illustra- 
tions and Facsimiles. 2 vols. Royal 
8vo, 2\s. 

Tales of mv Father. -By A. M. F. 
Crown 8vo, as. 

Tallentyre.— THE WOMEN OF THE 
SALONS, and other French Portraits. 
By S. G. Tallentyre. With 11. Photo- 
gravure Portraits. 8vo, 10^. 6fl?. net. 

Victoria, Queen, 1819-1901. By 
Richard R. Holmes, M.V.O., F.S.A. 
With Photogravure Portrait. Cr. 8vo, 
gilt top, 55. net. 

Walpole. — SOAI E UNPUBLISHED 
LETTERS OF HORACE WALPOLE. 
Edited by Sir Spencer Walpole, K.C.B. 
With 2 Portraits. Cr. 8vo, 4*. 6rf. net. 



Wellington.— LIFE OF THE DUKE 
OF WELLINGTON. By the Rev. G. R. 
Glbig, M.A. Crown 8vo, 3«. M. 



Wilkins (W. H.). 

CAROLINE THE ILLUSTRIOUS, 
QUEEN-CONSORT OF GEORGE 
II. AND SOMETIME QUEEN- 
REGENT : a Study of Her Life and 
Time. 2 vols. 8vo. 365. 

THE LOVE OF AN UNCROWNED 
QUEEN: Sophie Dorothea, Consort 
of George I., and her Correspondence 
with Philip Cliristopher, Count 
Konigsmarck. With Portraits and 
Illustrations. 8vo, 12s. 6c?. net. 



Travel and Adventure, the Colonies, etc. 



Arnold.— SEAS AND LANDS. By Sir 
Edwin Arnold. With 71 Illustrations. 
^ Crown 8vo, 3s. Qd. 
Baker (Sir S.W.). 
EIGHT YEARS IN CEYLON. With 

6 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6c?. 
THE RIFLE AND THE HOUND IN 
CEYLON. With 6 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. Qd. 
Ball (John). 
THE ALPINE GUIDE. Reconstructed 
and Revised on behalf of the Alpine 
Club, by W. A. B. Coolidge. 
Vol. 1., THE WESTERN ALPS : the 
Alpine Region, South of the Rhone 
Valley, from the Col de Tenda to 
the Simplon Pass. With 9 New and 
Revised Maps. Crown 8vo, 12s. net. 
HINTS AND NOTES, PRACTICAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC, FOR TRAVEL- 
LERS IN THE ALPS : being a re- 
vision of the General Introduction to 
the * Alpine Guide '. Cr. 8vo, 3s. net. 
Bent.— THE RUINED CITIES OF MA- 
SHONALAND: being a Record of 
Excavation and Exploration in 1891. 
By J. Theodore Bent. With 117 Il- 
lustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. Qd. 
Brassey (The Late Lady). 
A VOYAGE IN THE ' SUNBEAM ' ; 
OUR HOME ON THE OCEAN FOR 
ELEVEN MONTHS. 
Cabinet Edition. With Map and 66 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, gilt edges, 
7s. 6rf. 



Brassey (The Late Lady) — continued. 
A VOYAGE IN THE ' SUNBEAM '. 
^Silver Library' Edition. With 66 

Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. Qd. 
Popular Edition. With 60 Illus- 
trations. 4 to, 6c?. sewed. Is. cloth. 
School Edition. With 37 Illustra- 
tions. Fcp., 2s. cloth, or 3s. white 
parchment. 
SUNSHINE AND STORM IN THE 
EAST. 

Popular Edition. With 103 Illus- 
trations. 4to, 6c2. sewed, Is. cloth. 
IN THE TRADES, THE TROPICS, 
AND THE * ROARING FORTIES'. 
Cabinet Edition. With Map and 220 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, gilt edges, 
7s. M. 

Cockerell. — TRAVELS IN SOU- 
THERN EUROPE AND THE 
LEVANT, 1810-1817. By C. R. 
Cockerell, Architect, R.A. Edited 
by his son, Samuel Pepys Cockerell. 
With Portrait, 8vo. 

Fountain (Paul). 
THE GREAT DESERTS AND 

FORESTS OF NORTH AMERICA. 

With a Preface by W. H. Hudson, 

Author of * The Naturalist in La 

Plata,' etc. 8vo, 9s. Qd. net. 
THE GREAT MOUNTAINS AND 

FORESTS OF SOUTH AMERICA. 

With Portrait and 7 Illustrations. 

8vo, 10s. 6rf. net. 



LONGMANS AND COSS STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS, ii 



Travel and Adventure, the Colonies, etc. — continued. 



Proude (James A. ). 

OCEANA : or England and her Colon- 
ies. With 9 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 35. M. 

THE ENGLISH IN THE WEST IN- 
DIES : or, the Bow of Ulysses. With 
9 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 2s. 
boards, 2s. M. cloth. 

Grove. — SEVENTY - ONE DAYS' 
CAMPING IN MOROCCO. By Lady 
Grove. With Photogravure Portrait 
and 32 Illustrations from Photographs. 
8vo, 7s. Qd. net. 

Haggard. — A WINTER PILGRIM- 
AGE : Being an Account of Travels 
through Palestine, Italy and the Island 
of Cyprus, undertaken in the year 1900. 
By H. Rider Haggard. With 31 
Illustrations from Photographs. Crown 
Svo, gilt top, 125. 6d. net. 

Hardwick.— AN IVORY TRADER IN 
NORTH KENIA : the Record of an 
Expedition to the Country North of 
Mount Kenia in East Equatorial Africa, 
with an Account of the Nomads of 
Galla-Land. By A. Arkbll-Hardwick, 
F.R.G.S. With 23 Illustrations from 
Photographs, and a Map. Svo, 125. 6r^. net. 

Heathcote.— ST. KILDA. By Nor- 
man Heathcote. With 80 Illustrations 
from Sketches and Photographs of the 
People, Scenery and Birds by the 
Author. 8vo, 10^. 6d. net. 

Howitt.— VISITS TO REMARKABLE 
PLACES. Old Halls, Battlefields, 
Scenes, illustrative of Striking Passages 
in English History and Poetry. By 
William Howitt. With 80 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

Knight (E. F.). 

WITH THE ROYAL TOUR : a Narra- 
tive of the Recent Tour of the Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwall and York through 
Greater Britain. With 16 Illustra- 
tions and a Map. Crown Svo, 55. net. 

THE CRUISE OF THE ' ALERTE ' : 
the Narrative of a Search for Trea- 
sure on the Desert Island of Trinidad. 
With 2 Maps and 23 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, Ss. 6d. 

WHERE THREE EMPIRES MEET : a 
Narrative of Recent Travel in Kash- 
mir, Western Tibet, Baltistan, Ladak, 
Gilgit, and the adjoining Countries. 
With a Map and 54 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 3«. Qd. 



Knight (E. F.)— continued. 
TH E • FALCON ' ON THE BALTIC : a 
Voyage from London to Copenhagen 
in a Threo-Tonner. With 10 Full- 
page Illustrations. Cr. Svo, 35. fid. 

Lees.— PEAKS AND PINES: another 
Norway Book. By J. A. Lees. With 
63 Illustrations and Photographs. Cr. 
Svo, 65. 

Lees and Clutterbuck.— B.C. 1887 : 
A RAMBLE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
By J. A. Lees and W. J. Clutterbuck. 
With Map and 75 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 35. 6d. 

Lynch. — ARMENIA : Travels and 
Studies. By H. F. B. Lynch. With 
197 Illustrations (some in tints) repro- 
duced from Photographs and Sketches 
by the Author, 16 Maps and Plans, a 
Bibliography, and a Map of Armenia 
and adjacent countries. 2 vols. Medium 
Svo, gilt top, 425. net. 

Nansen.— THE FIRST CROSSING OF 
GREENLAND. By Fridtjop Nansen. 
With 143 Illustrations and a Map. Cr. 
Svo, 35. 6d. 

Rice.— OCCASIONAL ESSAYS ON 
NATIVE SOUTH INDIAN^ LIFE. By 
Stanley P. Rice, Indian Civil Service. 
Svo, IO5. 6d. 

Smith.— CLIMBING IN THE BRITISH 

ISLES. By W. P. Haskett Smith. 

With Illustrations and numerous Plans. 

Part I. ENGLAND. 16mo, 35. net. 

Part II. WALES AND IRELAND. 

16mo, 35. net. 

Spender.— TWO WINTERS IN NOR- 
WAY : being an Account of Two 
Holidays spent on Snow-shoes and in 
Sleigh Driving, and including an Ex- 
pedition to the Lapps. By A. Edmund 
Spender. With 40 Illustrations from 
Photographs. Svo, IO5. 6d. net. 

Stephen.— THE PLAYGROUND OF 
EUROPE (The Alps). By Sir Leslie 
Stephen, K.C.B. With 4 Illustrations. 
Cr. Svo, 35. 6d. 

Three in Norw^ay.— By Two of Them. 
With a Map and 59 Illustrations. Cr. 
Svo, 25. boards, 25. 6d. cloth. 

Tyndall (John). 
THE GLACIERS OF THE ALPS. 

With 61 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 

65. Qd. net. 
HOURS OF EXERCISE IN THE 

ALPS. With 7 Illustrations. Cr. 

Svo, 65. 6d. ii«t» 



12 LONGMANS AND CO.'S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS. 



Sport and Pastime. 
THE BADMINTON LIBRARY. 

Edited by His Grace thb (Eighth) DUKE OF BEAUFORT, K.G., and 

A. E. T. WATSON. 



ARCHERY. By C. J. Longman, Col. 
H. Walrond, Miss Legh, etc. With 
2 Maps, 23 Plates, and 172 Illus- 
trations in the Text. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
6s. net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

ATHLETICS. By Montague Shear- 
man, W. Beacher Thomas, W. Rye, 
etc. With 12 Plates and 37 Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 



BIG GAME SHOOTING. 
Phillipps-Wolley. 



By Clive 



Vol. I. Africa and America. 
With Contributions by Sir Samuel 
W. Baker, W. C. Oswell, F. C. 
Selous, etc. With 20 Plates and 57 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 6s. net; half- bound, with gilt 
top, 9s. net. 

Vol. II. Europe, Asia, and the 
Arctic Regions. With Contri- 
butions by Lieut. -Colonel R. Heber 
Percy, Major Algernon C. Heber 
Percy, etc. With 17 Plates and 56 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown Svo, 
cloth, 6s. net; half -bound, with gilt 
top, 9s. net. 

BILLIARDS. By Major W. Broadfoot. 
R.E., A. H. Boyd, W. J. Ford, 
etc. With 11 Plates, 19 Illustrations 
in the Text, and numerous Diagrams. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, Qs. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 9s. net. 

COURSING AND FALCONRY. By 
Harding Cox, Charles Richardson, 
etc. With 20 Plates and 55 Illustrations 
in the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; 
half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

CRICKET. By A. G. Steel, the Hon. 
R. H. Lyttelton, a. Lang, W. G. 
Grace, etc. With 13 Plates and 52 Illus- 
trations in the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, 
6s. net; half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

CYCLING. By the Earl of Albemarle 
and G. Lacy Hillier. With 19 Plates 
and 44 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
Svo, cloth, ^. net ; half-boimd, with 
gilt top, 9s. net. 



DANCING. By Mrs. Lilly Grove, etc. 
With Musical Examples, and 38 Full- 
page Plates and 93 Illustrations in the 
Text. Cr. Svo, cloth, Qs. net ; half- 
bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 



DRIVING. By His Grace the (Eighth) 
Duke of Beaufort, K.G., A. E. T. 
Watson, etc. With 12 Plates and 54 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown Svo, 
cloth, ^8. net ; half-bound, with gilt 
top, 9s. net. 

FENCING. BOXING AND WREST- 
LING. By Walter H. Pollock, F. 
C. Grove, etc. With 18 Plates and 24 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown Svo, 
cloth, ^s. net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 
9s. net. 

FISHING. By H. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell. 

Vol. I.— Salmon and Trout. With 
Contributions by H. R. Francis, 
Major John P. Traherne, etc. Witii 
9 Plates and numerous Illustrations of 
Tackle, etc. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; 
half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net 

Vol. II.— Pike and Other Coarse Fish. 
With Contributions by William 
Senior, G. Christopher Davis, etc. 
With 7 Plates and numerous Illustra- 
tions of Tackle, etc. Cr. Svo, cloth, Qs, 
net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

FOOTBALL.— By Montague Shearman, 
W. J. Oakley, Frank Mitchell, etc. 
With 19 Plates and 35 Illustrations in 
the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; 
half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

GOLF. By Horace G. Hutchinson, 
the Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P., 
Andrew Lang, etc. With 34 Plates 
and 56 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; half-bound, with 
gilt top, 9s. net. 
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THE BADMINTON LIBRARY— con^fww^^. 

Edited by His Grace the (Eighth) DUKE OF BEAUFORT, K.G., and 

A. E. T. WATSON. 



HUNTING. By His Grace the (Eighth) 
Duke of Beaufort, K.G., Mowbray 
Morris, G. H. Longman, etc. With 5 
Plates and 54 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. net ; half -bound, 
with gilt top, 95. net. 

MOTORS AND MOTOR-DRIVING. By 
Alfred C. Harmsworth, the Hon. 
John Scott- Montagu, etc. With 13 
Plates and 136 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 95. net ; half-bound, 
125. net. A Cloth Box for use when 
Motoring, 25. net. 

MOUNTAINEERING. By C. T. Dent, 
the Right Hon. J. Brtce, M.P., Sir 
Martin Conway, etc. With 13 Plates 
and 91 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 65. net ; half-bound, with gilt 
top, 95. net. 

POETRY OF SPORT (THE). Selected 
by Hedley Peek. With 32 Plates and 
74 Illustrations in the Text. Cr. Svo, 
cloth, 65. net; half-bound, with gilt 
top, 95. net. 

RACING AND STEEPLECHASING. 
By the Earl of Suffolk and Berk- 
shire, W. G. Craven, the Hon. F. 
Lawley, etc. With Frontispiece and 56 
Illustrations in the Text. Cr. Svo, cloth, 
65. net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 95. net. 

RIDING AND POLO. By Captain 
Robert Weir, J. Moray Brown, T. 
F. Dale, the late Duke of Beaufort, 
etc. With 18 Plates and 41 Illustra- 
tions in the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, ^s. 
net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 95. net. 

ROWING. By R. P. P. RowE and C. M. 
Pitman, etc. With 75 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 65. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 95. net. 

SEA FISHING. By John Bickerdyke, 
Sir H. W. Gore-Booth, Alfred C. 
Harmsworth, and W. Senior. With 
22 Full-page Plates and 175 Illustrations 
in the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, 65. net ; 
half-bound, with gilt top, 95. net 



SHOOTING. 

Vol. I.— Field and Covert. By Lord 
Walsingham, Sir Ralph Payne- 
Gallwby, Bart., etc. With 11 Plates 
and 95 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 95. net. 

Vol. II.— Moor and Marsh. By 
Lord Walsingham, Sir Ralph 
Paynb-Gallwey, Bart., etc. With 8 
Plates and 57 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 65. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 95. net. 

SKATING, CURLING, TOBOGGANING. 
By J. M. Heathcote, C. G. Tebbutt, 
T. Maxwell Witham, etc. With 12 
Plates and 272 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 65. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 95. net. 

SWIMMING. By Archibald Sinclair 
and William Henry. With 13 Plates 
and 112 Illustrations in the Text. Cr. 
Svo, cloth, 65. net ; half-bound, with 
gilt top, 95. net. 

TENNIS, LAWN TENNIS, RACKETS 
AND FIVES. By J. M. and C. G. 
Heathcote, E. 0. Pleydell-Bouverie, 
the Hon. A. Lyttelton, etc. With 14 
Plates and 65 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. net ; half-bound, 
with gilt top, 9s. net. 

YACHTING. 

Vol. I. — Cruising, Construction of 
Yachts, Yacht Racing Rules, 
Fitting-Out, etc. By Sir Edward 
Sullivan, Bart., the Earl of Pem- 
broke, Lord Brassey. K.C.B., etc. 
With 21 Plates and 93 Illustrations 
in the Text. Crown Svo, cloth, 65. 
net ; half-bound, with gilt top, 9s. net. 

Vol. II.— Yacht Clubs, Yachting in 
America and the Colonies, Yacht 
Racing, etc. By R. T. Pritchett, 
the Marquis op Dufferin and Ava, 
K.P., etc. With 35 Plates and 160 
Illustrations in the Text. Crown Svo, 
cloth, 95. net; half-bound, with gilt 
top, 95. net. 
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FUR, FEATHER, AND FIN SERIES. 

Edited by A. E. T. Watson. 

Crown 8vo, price 6s. each Volume, cloth. 

The Volumes are also issued half -hound in Leaiher, toith gilt top. Price 

7s, 6d, net each. 



« « 



THE PARTRIDGE. Natural History, 
by the Rev. H. A. Macpherson ; 
SHOOTma, by A. J. Stuart- Wortlby ; 
Cookery, by George Saintsbury. 
With 11 Illustrations and various Dia- 
grams. Crown 8vOj 5^. 

THE GROUSE. Natural History, by 
the Rev. H. A. Macpherson; Shoot- 
ing, by A. J. Stuart-Wortley ; 
Cookery, by George Saintsbury. 
With 13 Illustrations and various Dia- 
grams. Crown 8vo, 5*. 

THE PHEASANT. Natural History, 
by the Rev. H. A. Macpherson ; Shoot- 
ing, by A. J. Stuart-Wortley; 
Cookery, by Alexander Innes Shand. 
With 10 Illustrations and various Dia- 
grams. Crown Svo, 5s. 

THE HARE. Natural History, by the 
Rev. H. a. Macpherson ; Shooting, 
by the Hon. Gerald Lascelles; 
Coursing, by Charles Richardson; 
Hunting, by J. S. Gibbons and G. H. 
Longman; Cookery, by Col. Kennby 
Herbert. With 9 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 



RED DEER. Natural History, by the 
Rev. H. A. Macpherson ; Deer Stalk- 
ing, by Cameron op Lochiel; Stag 
Hunting, by Viscount Ebrington ; 
Cookery, by Alexander Innes Shand. 
With 10 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6s. 

THE SALMON. By the Hon. A. E. 
Gathornb-Hardy. With Chapters on 
the Law of Salmon Fishing by Claud 
Douglas Pennant; Cookery, by Alex- 
ander Innes Shand. With 8 Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, 5s. 

THE TROUT. By the Marquess of 
Granby. With Chapters on the Breed- 
ing of Trout by Col. H. Custance ; and 
Cookery, by Alexander Innes Shand. 
With 12 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 5s. 

THE RABBIT. By James Edmund 
Harting. Cookery, by Alexander 
Innes Shand. With 10 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 5s. 

PIKE AND PERCH. By Wiluam Senior 
(' Redspinner,' Editor of the Field), 
With Chapters by John Bickerdyke 
and W. H. Pope. Cookery, by Alex- 
ander Innes Shand. With 12 Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, 5s. 



Alverstone and Alcock.— SURREY 
CRICKET: Its History and Associa- 
tions. Edited by the Right Hon. Lord 
Alverstone, L.C.J., Presitlent, and C. 
W. Alcock, Secretary, of the Surrey 

' County Cricket Club. With 48 Illus- 
trations. Svo, 16s. net. 



Bickerdyke.— DAYS OF MY LIFE 
ON WATER, FRESH AND SALT: 
and other papers. By John Bicker- 
dyke. With Photo-Etching Frontis- 
giece and 8 Full-page Illustrations, 
town Svo, 3s. 6d. 



Blackburne.— MR. BLACKBURNE'S 
GAMES AT CHESS. Selected, An- 
notated and Arranged by Himself. 
Edited, with a Biographical Sketch 
and a brief History of Blindfold Chess, 
by P. Anderson Graham. With Por- 
trait of Mr. Blackburne. Svo, 7s. 6d, net. 

Dead Shot (The) : or. Sportsman's 
Complete Guide. Being a Treatise on 
the use of the Gun, with Rudimentary 
and Finishing Lessons in the Art of 
Shooting Game of all kinds. Also 
Game-driving, Wildfowl and Pigeon- 
Shooting, Dog-breaking, etc. By 
Marksman. With numerous Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, 10s. Qd, 
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BUis.— CHESS SPARKS ; or, Short and 
Bright Games of Chess. Collected and 
Arranged by J. H. Ellis, M.A. 8vo, 

Polkard.— THE WILD-FOWLER: A 
Treatise on Fowling, Ancient and 
Modem, descriptive also of Decoys and 
Flight-ponds. Wild-fowl Shooting, 
Gunning-punts, Shooting-yachts, etc. 
Also Fowling in the Fens and in For- 
eign Countries, Rock-fowling, etc., etc. 
By H. C. FOLKARD. With 13 Engrav- 
ings on Steel, and several Woodcuts. 
8vo, 125. M, 

Ford.— THE THEORY AND PRAC- 
TICE OF ARCHERY. By Horace 
Ford. New Edition, thoroughly Re- 
vised and Rewritten by W. Butt, M.A. 
With a Preface by C. J. Longman, M.A. 
8vo, 145. 

Francis.— A BOOK ON ANGLING: 
or, Treatise on the Art of Fishing in 
every Branch ; including full illustrated 
List of Salmon Flies. By Francis 
Francis. With Portrait and Coloured 
Plates. Crown Svo, 155. 

Fremantle.— THE BOOK OF THE 
RIFLE. By the Hon. T. F. Fre- 
MANTLB, V.D., Major, Ist Bucks V.R.C. 
With 54 Plates and 107 Diagrams in the 
Text. Svo, 125. 6«?. net. 

Gathorae-Hardy.-AUTUMNS IN 
ARGYLESHIRE WITH ROD AND 
GUN. By the Hon. A. E. Gathorne- 
Hardy. With 8 Illustrations by 
Archibald Thorburn. 8vo, 65. net. 

Graham. — COUNTRY PASTIMES 
FOR BOYS. By P. Anderson Gra- 
ham. With 252 Illustrations from 
Drawings and Photographs. Crown 
8vo, gilt edges, 35. net 

Hutchinson.— THE BOOK OF GOLF 
AND GOLFERS. By Horace G. 
Hutchinson. With Contributions by 
Miss Amy Pascor, H. H. Hilton, 
J.' H. Taylor, H. J. Whigham and 
Messrs. Sutton & Sons. With 71 
Portraits from Photographs. Large 
crown 8vo, gilt top, 75. 6c?. net. 

liang.— ANGLING SKETCHES. By 
Andrew Lanq. With 20 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 85. 6dl. 



Lillie— CROQUET Ui> 1*0 DATE. 
Containing the Ideas and Teachings ojT 
the Leading Players and Champions. 
By Arthur Lillie. With Contribu- 
tions by Lieut. -Col. the Hon. H. Need^, 
HAM, C. D. LococK, etc. With 19 
Illustrations (15 Portraits) and nume:i^ous 
Diagrams. 8vo, IO5. 6<i. net. 

Locock.— SIDE AND SCREW : being 
Notes on the Theory and Practice of the 
Game of Billiards. By C. D. LocoOK. 
With Diagrams. Crown 8vo, 55. net. 

Longman.— CHESS OPENINGS. By 
Frederick W. Longman. Fcp. 8vo, 
25. U, 

Mackenzie.— NOTES FOR HUNTING 
MEN. By Captain Cortlandt Gordon 
Mackenzie. Crown 8vo, 25. 6c?. net. 

Madden.— THE DIARY OF MASTER 
WILLIAM SILENCE: a Study of 
Shakespeare and of Elizabethan Sport. 
By the Right Hon. D. H. Madden, 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Dublin. 8vo, gilt top, I65. 

Maskelyne.— SHARPS AND FLATS : 
a Complete Revelation of the Secrets of 

. Cheating at Games of Chance and 
Skill. By John Nevil Maskelyne, of 
the Egyptian Hall. With 62 lUustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, 65. 

Millais (John Guille). 
THE WILD-FOWLER IN SCOTLAND. 
With a Frontispiece in Photogravure 
by Sir J. E. Millais, Bart., P.R.A., 
8 Photogravure Plates, 2 Coloured 
Plates, and 50 Illustrations from the 
Author's Drawings and from Photo- 
graphs. Royal 4to, gilt top, 305. net. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 
BRITISH SURFACE - FEEDING 
DUCKS. With 6 Photogravures and 
66 Plates (41 in Colours) from Draw- 
ings by the Author, Archibald 
Thorburn, and from Photographs. 
Royal 4to, cloth, gilt top, £6 65. net. 

Modern Bridge.— By ' Slam '. With 
a Reprint of the Laws of Bridge, as 
adopted by the Portland and Turf 
Clubs. 18mo, gilt edges, 35. 6^. net. 

Park.— THE GAME OF GOLF. By 
William Park, Jun., Champion 
Golfer, 1887-89. With 17 Plates and 
26 Illustrations in the Text Crown 
8vo, 75. 6d. 
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Payne-Gall wey (Sir Ralph, Bart). 

THE CROSS-BOW: Mediaeval and 
Modern ; Military and Sporting ; its 
Construction, History, and Manage^ 
ment, with a Treatise on the Balista 
and Catapult of the Ancients. With 
220 Illustrations. Royal 4to, £3 3«. net. 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS 
(First Series). On the Choice and 
Use of a Gun. With 41 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS 
(Second Series). On the Production, 
' Preservation, and Killing of Game. 
With Directions in Shooting Wood- 
Pigeons and Breaking-iu Retrievers. 
With Poi-trait and 103 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 125. 6d. 

LETTERS TO YOUNG SHOOTERS 
(Third Series). Comprising a Short 
Natural History of the Wildfowl that 
are Rare or Common to the British 
Islands, with Complete Directions in 
Shooting Wildfowl on the Coast and 
Inland. With 200 Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo, ISs. 



Pole.— THE THEORY OF THE MOD- 
ERN SCIENTIFIC GAME OF WHIST. 
By William Polb, F.R.S. Fcp. 8vo, 
gilt edges, 2s. net. 

Proctor.— HOW TO PLAY WHIST: 
with the Laws and Etiquette of Whist. 
By Richard A. Proctor. Crown 8vo, 
gilt edges, 3s. net. 



Ronalds.— THE FLY-FISHER'S EN- 
TOMOLOGY. By Alfred Ronalds. 
With 20 Coloured Plates. 8vo, Us. 



Selous. — SPORT AND TRAVEL, 
EAST AND WEST. By Frederick 
CouRTENBY Selous. With 18 Plates 
and 35 Illustrations in the Text. Med- 
ium 8vo, 125. Qd. net. 

Warner.— CRICKET IN AUSTRAL- 
ASIA : being Record of the Tour of the 
English Team, 1902-3. By Pelham F. 
Warner. With numerous Illustrations 
from Photographs. Crown 8vo. 



Mental, Moral and 

LOGIC, RHETORIC, 

Abbott.— THE ELEMENTS OF LOGIC. 
By T. K. Abbott, B.D. 12mo, 3*. 

Aristotle. 

THE ETHICS: Greek Text, Illustra- 
ted with Essay and Notes. By Sir 
Alexander Grant, Bart. 2 vols. 
8vo, 32s. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ARISTO- 
TLE'S ETHICS. Books L-IV. (Book 
X., c. vi.-ix. in an Appendix.) With 
a continuous Analysis and Notes. 
By the Rev. E. Moore, D.D. Crown 
8vo, 10s. Qd. 

Bacon (Francis). 

COMPLETE WORKS. Edited by R. 
L. Ellis, James Spedding and D. D. 
Heath. 7 vols. 8vo, £3 135. 6c?. 

LETTERS AND LIFE, including all 
his occasional Works. Edited by 
James Spedding. 7 vols. 8vo, 
£4 4s. 

THE ESSAYS : With Annotations. By 
Richard Whately, D.D. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 



Political Philosophy. 

PSYGUOLOGY, ETC. 
Bacon (Francis) — continued. 

THE ESSAYS: With Notes by F. 
Storr and C. H. Gibson. Crown 
8vo, 3s. Qd. 

THE ESSAYS: With Introduction, 
Notes and Index. By E. A. Abbott, 
D.D. 2 vols. Fcp. 8vo, 65. The 
Text and Index only, without Intro- 
duction and Notes, in one volume. 
Fcp. 8vo, 25. Qd. 

Bain (Alexander). 

MENTAL AND MORAL SCIENCE : a 
Compendium of Psychology and 
Ethics. Crown 8vo, 10s. Qd. 

Or Separately f 
Part I. PSYCHOLOGY AND HIS- 
TORY OF PHILOSOPHY. Crown 
8vo, 65. Qd. 
Part II. THEORY OF ETHICS 
AND ETHICAL SYSTEMS. Cr. 
8vo, 4s. Qd. 
LOGIC. Part I. Deduction. Crown 
8vo, 45. Part II. Induction. Crown 
8vo, 65. Qd. 



LOMdMANS AMb Cd.'S STANbAUD AND GENeHAL WOUlCS. if, 



Mental, Moral and Political Ptiilosophy — continued^ 



Bain (Albxander) — continued. 

; ; ,THE SENSES AND THE INTELLECT. 
8vo, 165. 

THE EMOTIONS AND THE WILL. 
8vo, 15^. 

PRACTICAL ESSAYS. Cr. 8vo, 2s. 

DISSERTATIONS ON LEADING 
PHILOSOPHICAL TOPICS. 8vo. 

Baldwin.— A COLLEGE MANUAL 
OF RHETORIC. By Charles Sears 

• Baldwin, A.M., Ph.D. Crown 8vo, 
is. M. 

Brooks.— THE ELEMENTS OF MIND : 
being an Examination into the Nature 
of the First Division of the Elementary 
Substances of Life. By H. Jamyn 
Brooks. 8vo, 10s, 6d. net. 

Brough.— THE STUDY OF MENTAL 
SCIENCE : Five Lectures on the Uses 
and Characteristics of Logic and Psycho- 
logy. By J. Brouoh, LL.D. Crown 
8vo, 25. net. 

Crozier (John Bbattib). 

CIVILISATION AND PROGRESS: 
being the Outlines of a New System 
of Political, Religious and Social 
Philosophy. 8vo, lis, 

HISTORY OF INTELLECTUAL DE- 
VELOPMENT : on the Lines of Mod- 
em Evolution. 

Vol I. 8vo, 14s. 

Vol. II. (In preparation.) 

VoL III. 8vo, 105. 6d. 

Davidson.— THE LOGIC OF DE- 
FINITION, Explained and AppUed. By 
William L. Davidson, M. A. Cr. 8vo, 6«. 

Green (Thomas Hill).— THE WORKS 
OF. Edited by R. L. Nettleship. 
Vols. I. and II. Philosophical Works. 

8vo, 165. each. 
Vol. III. Miscellanies. With Index to 

the three Volumes, and Memoir. 8vo, 

2l5. ^ 

LECTURES ON THE PRINCIPLES 
OF POLITICAL OBLIGATION. 
With Preface by Bernard Bosan- 
QUET. Svo, 55. 

GumhilL-THE MORALS OF SUI- 
CIDE. By the Rev. J. Gurnhill, B. A. 
Vol. I., Cr. 8vo, 55. net. Vol. II., 
Cr. Svo, 55. net. 



Hodgson (Shadworth H.). 

TIME AND SPACE : a Metaphysical 
Essay. Svo, 165. 

THE THEORY OF PRACTICE: an 
Ethical Inquiry. 2 vols. Svo, 245. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF REFLEC- 
TION. 2 vols. Svo. 2l5. 

rjJTHE METAPHYSIC OF EXPERI- 
ENCE. Book I. General Analysis 
of Experience ; Book II. Positive 
Science ; Book III. Analysis of 
Conscious Action ; Book IV. The 
Real Universe. 4 vols. Svo, 365. net. 

Hume. —THE PHILOSOPHICAL 
WORKS OF DAVID HUME. Edited 
by T. H. Green and T. H. Grose. 4 
vols. Svo, 285. Or separately. Essays. 
2 vols. 145. Treatise of Human Nature. 
2 vols. 145. 

James (William, M.D., LL.D.). 

THE WILL TO BELIEVE, and Other 
Essays in Popular Philosophy. Crown 
8vo, 75. Qd, 

THE VARIETIES OF RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE : a Study in Human 
Nature. Being the Giflford Lectures 
on Natural Religion delivered at 
Edinburgh in 1901-1902. Svo, 125. net 

TALKS TO TEACHERS ON PSY- 
CHOLOGY, AND TO STUDENTS 
ON SOME OF LIFE'S IDEALS* 
Crown Svo, 45. 6d. 

Justinian.— THE INSTITUTES OF 
JUSTINIAN : Latin Text, chiefly that 
of Huschke, with English Introduction, 
Translation, Notes and Summary. By 
Thomas C. Sandars, M.A. Svo^ 185. 

Kant (Immanuel). 

CRITIQUE OF PRACTICAL REASON, 
AND OTHER WORKS ON THE 
THEORY OF ETHICS. Translated 
by T. K. Abbott, B.D. With Memoir. 
Svo, 125. Qd. 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF 
THE METAPHYSIC OF ETHICS. 
Translated by T. K. Abbott, B.D. 
Crown Svo, 35. 

INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC, AND 
HIS ESSAY ON THE MISTAKEN 
SUBTILTY OF THfi FOUR 
FIGURES. Translated by T. K. 
Abbott. Svo, 65. 
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Mill (John Stdart). 
A SYSTEM OF LOGIC. 



Kelly.— GOVERNMENT OR HUMAN 
EVOLUTION. By Edmond Kelly, 
M.A., F.G.S. Vol. I. Justice. Crown 
8vo, 78. M. net. Vol. II. Collectivism 
aud Individ ualism. Or. 8vo, 10«. 6rf. net. 

Killick.— HANDBOOK TO MILL'S 
SYSTEM OF LOGIC. By Rev. A. H. 
Killick, M.A. Crown 8vo, 3«. M, 

Iiadd (Gboboe Trumbull). 

PHILOSOPHY OF CONDUCT: a 
Treatise of the Facts, Principles and 
Ideals of Ethics. Svo, 2\s. 

ELEMENTS OF PHYSIOLOGICAL 
PSYCHOLOGY. Svo, 2U 

OUTLINES OF DESCRIPTIVE PSY- 
CHOLOGY : a Text-Book of Mental 
Science for Colleges aud Normal 
Schools. Svo, 128, 

OUTLINES OF PHYSIOLOGICAL 
PSYCHOLOGY. Svo, 12*. 

PRIMER OF PSYCHOLOGY. Crown 
Svo, 5s. M, 

Lecky (William Edward Hartfole). 

THE MAP OF LIFE: Conduct and 
Character. Crown Svo, 5^. net. 

HISTORY OF EUROPEAN MORALS 
FROM AUGUSTUS TO CHARLE- 
MAGNE. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 10s. net. 

A SURVEY OF ENGLISH ETHICS : 
being the First Chapter of W. E. H. 
Lecky's * History of European Morals *. 
Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 
by W. A. Hirst. Crown Svo, 3s. Qd. 

HISTORY OF THE RISE AND IN- 
FLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF 
RATIONALISM IN EUROPE. 2 
vols. Crown Svo, 10s. net. 

DEMOCRACY AND LIBERTY. 
Library Edition. 2 vols. Svo, 36s. 
Cabinet Edition. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 
10s. net. 

liUtoslawski.— THE ORIGIN AND 
GROWTH OF PLATO'S LOGIC. With 
an Account of Plato's Style and of the 
Chronology of his Writings. By Wiw- 

CBNTY LUTOSLAWSKI. SvO, 21s. 

Max Miiller (F.). 
THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT. Svo, 

21s. 
THE SIX SYSTEMS OF INDIAN^ 

PHILOSOPHY. Svo, ISs. 

THREE LECTURES ON THE VE- 
DANTA PHILOSOPHY. Cr. Svo, 6s. 



Cr. Svo, 3s. Qd. 

ON LIBERTY. Crown Svo, Is. 4d. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON REPRESEN- 
TATIVE GOVERNMENT. Crown 
Svo, 2s. 

UTILITARIANISM. Svo, 2s. 6d. 

EXAMINATION OF SIR WILLIAM 
HAMILTON'S PHILOSOPHY. Svo, 
16s. 

NATURE, THE UTILITY OF RE- 
LIGION, AND THEISM. Three 
Essays. Svo, 5s. 

Monck.— AN INTRODUCTION TO 
LOGIC. By William Hbnry S. 
Monck. M.A. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Myers. — HUMAN PERSONALITY 
AND ITS SURVIVAL OF BODILY 
DEATH. By Frederic W. H. Myers. 
2 vols. Svo, 42s. net. 

I>ierce.— STUDIES IN AUDITORY 
AND VISUAL SPACE PERCEPTION : 
Essays on Experimental Psychology. 
By A. H. Pierce. Cr. Svo, 6s. 6d. net. 

Richmond. — THE MIND OF A 
CHILD. By Ennis Richmond. Crown 
Svo, 3s. 6d. net. 

Bomane8.~MIND AND MOTION 
AND MONISM. By Gbobob John 
Romanes. Crown Svo, 4s. 6d. 

Sully (Jambs). 

AN ESSAY ON LAUGHTER: its 
Forms, its Cause, its Development 
and its Value. Svo, 12s. Qd. net. 

THE HUMAN MIND : a Text-book of 
Psychology. 2 vols. Svo, 21s. 

OUTLINES OF PSYCHOLOGY. Cr. 
Svo, 9s. 

THE TEACHER'S HANDBOOK OF 
PSYCHOLOGY. Crown Svo, 6s. 6d, 

STUDIES OF CHILDHOOD. Svo. 
10s. 6d. 

CHILDREN'S WAYS : being Selections 
from the Author's * Studies of Child- 
hood '. With 25 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 4s. 6d. 

Sutherland.— THE ORIGIN AND 
GROWTH OF THE MORAL IN- 
STINCT. By Alexander Sutherland, 
M.A. 2 vols. Svo, 28s. 

Swinburne.— PICTURE LOGIC : an 
Attempt to Popularise the Science of 
Reasoning. By Alfred Jambs Swin- 
burne, M.A. With 23 Woodcnts. 
Crown Svo, 2s. Qd. 
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Thomas. — INTUITIVE SUGGES- 1 Zeller (Dr. Edward). 
TION. By J. W. Thomas, Author of 
'Spiritual Law in the Natural World,' 
etc Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. net. 



Webb.— THE VEIL OF ISIS ; a Series 
of Essays on Idealism. By Thomas E. 
Wbbb, LL.D., Q.C. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

Weber.— HISTORY OF PHILOSO- 
PHY. By Alfbbd Wbber, Professor 
in the University of Strasburg. Ti*ans- 
lated by Frank Thilly, Ph. D. 8vo, 16». 

Whately (Archbishop). 
BACOlfS ESSAYS. With Annotations. 

8vo, 10s. 6rf. 
ELEMENTS OF LOGIC. Crown 8vo, 

4s. 6d. 
ELEMENTS OF RHETORIC. Crown 

8yo, 4s. 6d, 



THE STOICS, EPICUREANS, AND 
SCEPTICS. Translated by the Rev. 
0. J. Reichel, M.A. Crown 8vo, 15s. 

OUTLINES OF THE HISTORY OF 
GREEK PHILOSOPHY. Translated 
by Sarah F. Allbynb and Evelyn 
Abbott, M.A., LL.D. Cr. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

PLATO AND THE OLDER ACA- 
DEMY. Translated by Sarah F. 
ALLEYN&and Alfred Goodwin, B. A. 
Crown 8vo, 18s. 

SOCRATES AND THE SOCRATIC 
SCHOOLS. Translated by the Rev. 
0. J. Rbichel, M. a. Cr. 8vo, 10s. 6d 

ARISTOTLE AND THE EARLIER 
PERIPATETICS. Translated by B. 
F. C. CosTBLLOB, M.A., and J. IL 
MuiRHBAD, M.A. 2 vols. Cr. 8vo. 24s. 
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A MANUAL OF POLITICAL ECO- 
NOMY. By C. S. Dbvas, M.A. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6t?. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES OF KNOW- 
LEDGE. By John Rickaby, S.J. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 

GENERAL METAPHYSICS. By John 
RiOKABY, S.J. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

LOGIC. By Richard F. Clarke, S.J. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 



MORAL PHILOSOPHY (ETHICS 
AND NATURAL LA Wj. By Joseph 
Rickaby, S. J. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

NATURAL THEOLOGY. By Bernard 
BOEDDBR, S.J. Crown 8vo, 6s. M. 

PSYCHOLOGY. By Michabl Maher, 
S.J., D.Litt., M.A. (Lond.). Crown 
8vo, 6s. 6<i. 



History and Science of Lang^uag^e, etc. 



Davidson.— LEADING AND IM- 
PORTANT ENGLISH WORDS : Ex- 
Elained and Exemplified. By Wiluam 
I. Davidson, M.A. Fcp. 8vo, 3s. 6rf. 

iJ'arrar.— LANGUAGE AND LAN- 
GUAGES. By F. W. Farrab, D.D., 
Late Dean of Canterbury. Cr. 8vo, 6s. 

a-raham. — ENGLISH SYNONYMS, 
Classified and Explained : with Practical 
Exercises. By G. F. Graham. Fcp. 
8vo, 6s. 

MazMtLller(F.). 

THE SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE. 
'i Yojp, Crowp 8vo, 10?, 



Max Miiller (F.)— con^mz^. 

BIOGRAPHIES OF WORDS, AND 
THE HpME OF THE ARYAS. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 

CHIPS FROM A GERMAN WORK- 
SHOP. Vol. III. ESSAYS ON 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 

LAST ESSAYS. First Series. Essays 
on Language, Folklore and other 
Subjects. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

Roget.— THESAURUS OF ENGLISH 
WORDS AND PHRASES. Classified 
and Arranged so as to Facilitate the 
Expression of Ideas and Assist in Lite- 
rary Composition. By Petbr Mark 
RooBT, M.D. , F.R.S. With full Index. 
Cr, 8vo, 9s, net, 
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Ashley (W. J.). 
ENGLISH ECONOMIC HISTORY 
AND THEORY. Crown 8vo, Part 
I., 5s. Part XL, lOs. 6(i. 

SURVEYS, HISTORIC AND ECONO- 
MIC. Crown 8vo, 9s. net. 

THE ADJUSTMENT OF WAGES : a 
Study on the Coal and Iron Industries 
of Great Britain and the United States. 
With 4 Maps. 8vo. 

Baffehot.— ECONOMIC STUDIES. Bv 
Walter Bagehot. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6a. 

Barnett. — PRACTICABLE SOCIAL- 
ISM. Essays on Social Reform. By 
Samuel A. and Henrietta Barnett. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Devas.— A MANUAL OF POLITICAL 
ECONOMY. By C. S. Devas, M.A. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. Qd, {Stonyhwst Philo- 
sophical Series.) 

Lawrence. — LOCAL VARIATIONS 
IN WAGES. By F. W. Lawrence, 
M.A. With Index and 18 Maps and 
Diagrams. 4to, 8s. 6d. 

Leslie. — ESSAYS ON POLITICAL 
ECONOMY. By T. E. Cliffe Leslie, 
Hon. LL.D., Dubl. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

Macleod (Henry Dunning). 

BIMETALLISM. 8vo, 5s. net. 

THE ELEMENTS OF BANKING. Cr. 
8vo, 3s. 6d. 

THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
BANKING. Vol. I. 8vo, 12s. 
Vol. II. 14s. 



Macleod (Henry Dunning)— (»?n^. 

THE THEORY OF CREDIT. 8vo. 
In 1 vol., 30s. net ; or separately, 
Vol. I., 10s. net. VoL II., Part I., 
10s. net. Vol. II., Part II., 10s. net. 

INDIAN CURRENCY. 8vo, 2s. 6d. net. 

Mill.— POLITICAL ECONOMY. By 
John Stuart Mill. 

FqptUar Edition, Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

Library Edition, 2 vols. 8vo, 30s. 

Mulhall. — INDUSTRIES AND 
WEALTH OF NATIONS. By Mich- 
ael G. Mulhall, F.S.S. With 32 
Diagrams. Crown 8vo, 8s. Qd, 

Symes.— POLITICAL ECONOMY: a 
Short Textbook of Political Economy. 
With Problems for solution, Hints for 
Supplementary Reading, and a Supple- 
mentary chapter on Socialism. By J. E. 
Symes, M.A. Crown 8yo, 2s. 6d, 

Toynbee.— LECTURES ON THE IN- 
DUSTRIAL REVOLUTION OF THE 
18th century in ENGLAND. By 
Arnold Toynbee. 8vo, 10s. Qd, 

Webb (Sidney and Beatrice). 

THE HISTORY OF TRADE UNION- 
ISM. With Map and Bibliography. 
8vo, 7s. 6d. net. 

INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY : a Study 
in Trade Unionism. 2 vols. 8vo, 
12s. net. 

PROBLEMS OF MODERN INDUS- 
TRY. 8vo. 6snet. 



Evolirtion, Anthropolo^, etc. 



Avebury. — THE ORIGIN OF 
CIVILISATION, and the Primitive 
Condition of Man. By the Right Hon. 
Lord Avebury. With 6 Plates and 
20 Illustrations. 8vo, 18s. 

Clodd (Edward). 

THE STORY OF CREATION : a Plain 
Account of Evolution. With 77 Il- 
lustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d, 

A PRIMER OF EVOLUTION : being 
a Popular Abridged Edition of * The 
Story of Creation*. With lUustra- 
tiops, Fcp. 8vo, Is, 64i 



Lang and Atkinson.— SOCIAL 
ORIGINS. By Andrew Lang, M.A., 
LL.D. ; and PRIMAL LAW. By J. J. 
Atkinson. 8vo, 10s. 6d. net. 



Packard.— LAMARCK, THE FOUN- 
DER OF EVOLUTION : his Life and 
Work, with Translations of his Writ- 
ings on Organic Evolution. By Alpheus 
S. Packard, M.D., LL.D. With 10 
Portrait and other Illustrations. Large 
Cfown 8vo, 9s. n^^. 
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Romanes (Gborge John). 

ESSAYS. Edited by C. Lloyd Mor- 
gan. Crown 8vo, 5s. net. 

AN EXAMINATION OF WEISMANN- 
I8M. Crown 8vo, 6«. 

DARWIN, AND AFTER DARWIN: 
an Exposition of the Darwinian 
Theory, and a Discussion on Post- 
Darwinian Questions. 



Part I. Thb Darwinian Thbory. 
With Portrait of Darwin and 126 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, IO5. 6<2. 

Part II. Post-Darwinian Qubs- 
TIONS: Heredity and Utility. With 
Portrait of the Author and 5 Illus- 
trations. Crown Svo, lOs. 6d. 

Part III. Post-Darwinian Ques- 
tions: Isolation and Physiologica 
Selection. Crown 8yo, 5«. 



The Science of Relig^ion, etc. 



Balfour.— THE FOUNDATIONS OF 
BELIEF : being Notes Introductory to 
the Study of Theology. By the Right 
Hon. Arthur James Balfour. Crown 
Svo, 6*. net. 

Baring-Gould.— THE ORIGIN AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS 
BELIEF. By the Rev. S. Barino- 
GouLD. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 3s. 6<^. each. 

Campbell.— RELIGION IN GREEK 
LITERATURE. By the Rev. Lewis 
Campbell, M.A., LL.D. Svo, 15«. 

Davidson.- THEISM, as Grounded in 
Human Nature, Historically and Critic- 
ally Handled. Being tiie Burnett 
Lectures for 1802 and 1893, delivered at 
Aberdeen. By W. L. Davidson, M.A., 
LL.D. Svo, 15«. 

James.- THE VARIETIES OF RE- 
LIGIOUS EXPERIENCE i a Study in 
Human Nature. Being the Gifford 
Lectures on Natural Religion delivered 
at Edinburgh in 1901-1902. By William 
James, LL.D., etc. Svo, 12$. net. 

Ijang (Andrew). 

MAGIC AND RELIGION. Svo, 10s. ^, 

CUSTOM AND MYTH: Studies of 
Early Usage and Belief. With 15 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, Zs. 6(i. 

MYTH, RITUAL AND RELIGION. 
2 vols. Crown Svo, 75. 

MODERN MYTHOLOGY : a Reply to 
Professor Max Muller. Svo, 9^. 

THE MAKING OF RELIGION. Or. 
Svo, fa, net. 



Leighton. — TYPICAL MODERN 
CONCEPTIONS OF GOD ; or, The 
Absolute of German Romantic Idealism 
and of English Evolutionary Agnos- 
ticism. By Joseph Alexander 
Leighton, Professor of Philosophy in 
Hobart College, U.S. Crown Svo, 3a. 6rf. 
net. 

Max Muller (The Right Hon. F.). 

THE SILESIAN HORSEHERD (*DAS 
PFERDEBtJRLA'): Questions of the 
Day answered by F. Max Muller. 
Translated by Oscar A. Fechter, 
Mayor of North Jakima, U.S.A. With 
a Preface by J. Estlin Carpenter. 

CHIPS FROM A GERMAN WORK- 
SHOP. Vol. IV. Essays on Mytho- 
logy and Folk Lore. Crown Svo, 5«. 

THE SIX SYSTEMS OF INDIAN 
PHILOSOPHY. Svo, 1S«. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCIENCE 
OF MYTHOLOGY. 2 vols. Svo,32«. 

THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF RE- 
LIGION,as illustrated bythe Religions 
of India. The Hibbert Lectures, de- 
livered at the Chapter House, West- 
minster Abbey, in 1878. Cr. Svo, 5«. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SCIENCE 
OF RELIGION: Four Lectures de- 
livered at the Royal Institution. 
Crown Svo, 5«. 

NATURAL RELIGION. The Gifford 
Lectures, delivered before the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1888. Cr. Svo, 5«t 
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The Science of Relisrion, etc. — continued. 



Miiller (The Right Hon. F.)- 
cowtinued, 

PHYSICAL RELIGION. The GiflFord 
Leotores, delivered before the Univer- 
sity of Glasgow in 1890. Cr. 8vo, 5«. 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL RELIGION. 
The GiflTord Lectures, delivered before 
the University of Glasgow in 1891. 
Crown 8vo, ba. 

THEOSOPHY, OB PSYCHOLOGICAL 
RELIGION. The Giflford Lectures, 
delivered before the University of 
Glasgow in 1892. Crown 8vo, 55. 

THREE LECTURES ON THE 
VEDiNTA PHILOSOPHY, de- 
livered at the Royal Institution in 
March, 1894. Crown Svo, 5s. 

LAST ESSAYS. Second Series— Essays 
on the Science of Religion. Cr. 8vo, bs. 



Oakesmith.-THE RELIGION OF 
PLUTARCH: a Pagan Creed of 
Apostolic Times. An Essay. By John 
Oakbsmith, D.Litt., M.A. Crown 8vo, 
bs. net. 



Wood-Martin (W. G.). 

TRACES OF THE ELDER FAITHS 
OF IRELAND: a Folklore Sketch. 
A Handbook of Irish Pre-Christian 
Traditions. With 192 Illustrations. 
2 vols. Svo, 305. net. 



PAGAN IRELAND : an Archttological 
Sketch. A Handbook of Irish Pre- 
Christian Antiquities. With 512 Illus- 
trations. 8vo, lbs. 
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Classical Literature, Translations, etc. 



Abbott.— HELLENICA. A Collection 
of Essays on Greek Poetry, Philosophy, 
History and Religion. Edited by 
EvBLTN Abbott, M.A., LL.D. Crown 
Svo, 78, Qd. 

^schyluB. — EUMENIDES OF 
^SCHYIiUS. With Metrical English 
Translation. By J. F. Dayies. Svo, 75. 

Aristophanes. —THE ACH ARNI ANS 
OF ARISTOPHANES, translated into 
English Verse. By R. Y. Tyrrell. 
Crown Svo. I*. 

Becker (W. A.). Translated by the 
Rev. F. Metcalfe, B.D. 

GALLUS : or, Roman Scenes in the 
Time of Augustus. With Notes and 
Excursuses. With 26 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, S*. Qd. 

CHARICLES: or. Illustrations of the 
Private Life of the Ancient Greeks. 
With Notes and Excursuses. With 
26 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3^. 6^. 

Campbell.— RELIGION IN GREEK 
LITERATURE. By the Rev. Lewis 
CAMPBELii, M.A., LL.D., Emeritus 
Professor of Greek, University of St 
Andrews. Svo, 15^. 



Cicero. — CICERO'S CORRESPOND- 
ENCE. By R. Y. Tyrrell. Vols. I., 
II., III., Svo, each 12*. Vol. IV., lbs. 
Vol. v.. Us. Vol. VI., 12s. Vol. VII. , 
Index, Is. 6d. 

Harvard Studies in Classical 
Philology. Edited by a Committee 
of the Classical Instructors of Harvard 
University. Vols. XI., 1900 ; XII., 1901 ; 
XIIL, 1902. Svo, 6s. Qd. net each. 

Hime. — LUCIAN, THE SYRIAN 
SATIRIST. By Lieut. -Colonel Henry 
W. L. Hime (late) Royal Artillery. 
Svo, bs. net. 

Homer.— THE ODYSSEY OF HOMER. 
Done into English Verse. By William 
Morris. Crown Svo, bs. net. 

Horace.— THE WORKS OF HORACE, 
rendered into English Prose. With 
Life, Introduction and Notes. By 
William Coutts, M.A. Crown Svo., 
bs. net. 

Lang.— HOMER AND THE EPIC. 
By Andrew Lang. Crown Svo, ds. net. 

liUcian TRANSLATIONS FROM 

LUCIAN. By Augusta M. Campbell 
Davidson, M.A. Edin. Crown 8vo. 
5*. neti 
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Classical Literature, Translations, etc. — continued. 



Ogilvie.— HORAE LATINAE : Studies 
in Synonyms and Syntax. By the late 
Robert Ooilvib, M.A., LL.D., H.M. 
Chief Inspector of Schools for Scotland. 
Edited by Alexander Souter, M.A. 
With a Memoir by Joseph Ooilvie, 
M.A., LL.D. 8vo, I2s. ^. net. 

Rich.— A DICTIONARY OF ROMAK 
AND GREEK ANTIQUITIES. By 
A. Rich, B.A. With 2000 Woodcuts. 
Crown 8vo, 6*. net. 

Sophooles. — Translated into Englisli 
^rse. By Robert Whitblaw, M.A., 
Assistant Master in Rugby School. Or. 
8vo, 8«. 6c?. 

TheophraBtuB.-THECHARACTERS 
OF THEOPHRASTUS : a Translation, 
with Introduction. By Charles E. 
Bennett and William A. Hammond, 
Professors in Cornell University. Fcp. 
8vo, 2s. 6d. net. 

Tyrrell.— DUBLIN TRANSLATIONS 
INTO GREEK AND LATIN VERSE. 
Edited by R. Y. Tyrrell. 8vo, 6s. 



Virgil. 
THE POEMS OF VIRGIL. Trans- 
lated into English Prose by John 
Conington. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

THE ^NEID OF VIRGIL. Trans- 
lated into English Verse by John 
Conington. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

THE iENEIDS OF VIRGIL. Done 
into English Verse. By William 
Morris. Crown 8vo, 5s. net. 

THE ^NEID OF VIRGIL, freely 
translated into English Blank Verse. 
By W. J. Thornhill. Crown 8to, 
6s. net. 

THE iENEID OF VIRGIL. Trana- 
lated into English Verse by James 
Rhoadbs. 

Books I. -VI. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
Books VII.-XII. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

THE ECLOGUES AND GEORGICS 
OP VIRGIL. Translated into English 
Prose by J. W. Mackail, Fellow 
of Balliol College, Oxford. 16mo, 5s. 

Wilkins.— THE GROWTH OF THE 
HOMERIC POEMS. By G. Wilkins. 
8vo, 6s. 



Poetry and the Drama. 



Arnold.— THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD ; or, the Great Consummation. 
By Sir Edwin Arnold. With 14 Illustra- 
tions after Holman Hunt. Crown 8vo, 
5s. net. 

Bell (Mrs. Hugh). 

CHAMBER COMEDIES : a Collection 
of Plays and Monologues for the 
Drawing-room. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

FAIRY TALE PLAYS, AND HOW 
TO ACT THEM. With 91 Dia- 
grams and 52 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 3s. net. 

RUMPELSTILTZKIN : a Fairy Play in 
Five Scenes (Characters, 7 Male ; 1 Fe- 
male). From ' Fairy Tale Plays and 
How to Act Them'. With Illustra- 
tions, Diagrams and Music. Crown 
8vo, sewed, Sd, 

Bird.— RONALD'S FAREWELL, and 
other Verses. By Georqb Bird, M.A., 
Vicar of Brad well, Derbyshire. Fcp. 
8vo, 4s. 6d, net. 



Cochrane. — COLLECTED VERSES. 
By Alfred Cochrane, Author of * The 
Kestrel's Nest, and other Verses,' 
* Leviore Plectro,' etc. With a Frontis- 
piece by H. J. Ford. Fcp. Svo. 

Dabney.— THE MUSICAL BASIS OF 
VERSE : a Scientific Study of the 
Principles of Poetic Composition. By 
J. P. Dabney. Crown 8vo, 6s.6d. net. 

a- r a V e 8. — CLYTiEMNESTRA : A 
TRAGEDY. By Arnold F. Graves. 
With a Preface by Robert Y. Tyrrell, 
Litt.D. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

HITHER AND THITHER: Songs and 
Verses. By the Author of * Times and 
Days,' etc. Fcp. Svo, 5s. 

Ingelow (Jean). 

POETICAL WORKS. Complete in One 
Volume. Crown Svo, gilt top, 6s. net. 

LYRICAL AND OTHER POEMS. 
Selected from the Writings of Jjsan 
Inqblow. Fcp. Svo, 2s. 6d. oloth 
plain, 3s. cloth gilt. 
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Poetry and the Drama — continued. 



Bleary.— THE^BROTHERS : a Fairy 
Masque. By C. F. Kkary. Crown 8vo, 
As. net. 

Ijang (Andbkw). 

GRASS OF PARNASSUS. Fcp. 8vo, 
28, 6d, net. 

THE BLUE POETRY BOOK. Edited 
by Andrew Lang. With 100 Illus- 
trations. Crown 8yo, gilt edges, 6s. 

Lecky.— POEMS. By the Right Hon. 
W. E. H. Lbcky. Fcp. Svo, 55. 

Ijytton (Thb Eabl of), (Owkn Mbrb- 

DITH). 

THE WANDERER. Cr. Svo, 10*. 6d. 
LUCILE. Crown Svo, 10s. 6d. 
SELECTED POEMS. Cr. Svo, lOs. Qd. 

Macaulay.— LAYS OF ANCIENT 
ROME, WITH 'IVRY' AND *THE 
ARMAJDA '. By Lord Macaulay. 
Illustrated by G. Soharf. Fcp. 4to, 
lOs. 6d. 

Bijou 

Edition, ISmo, 2s. 6rf., gUt top. 

Edition, Fcp. 4to, iid, sewed, 1*. cloth. 

Illustrated by J. R. Wbguelin. Cr. 
Svo, Ss, net. 

Annotated Edition. Fcp. Svo, 1*. 
sewed. Is, 6d. cloth. 

MacDonald.— A BOOK OF STRIFE, 
IN IHE FORM OF THE DIARY OF 
AN OLD SOUL : Poems. By Georob 
MacDonald, LL.D. ISmo, 6*. 

Morris (William). 

POETICAL WORKS— Ljbraily 
Edition. 

Complete in 11 volumes. Crown Svo, 
price 5*. net each. 

THE EARTHLY PARADISE. 4 vols. 
Crown Svo, 5*. net each. 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JASON. 
Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

THE DEFENCE OF GUENEVERE, 
and other Poems. Crown Svo, 5*. net. 

THE STORY OF SIGURD THE 
VOLSUNG, AND THE FALL OF 
THE NIBLUNGS. Crown Svo, 6s. 
net. 



Morris (William) — continued. 

POEMS BY THE WAY, AND LOVE 
IS ENOUGH. Crown Svo, 55. net. 

THE ODYSSEY OF HOMER. Done 
into English Verse. Crown Svo, 5s. 
net. 

THE ^NEIDS OF VIRGIL. Done 
into English Verse. Crown Svo, 5s. 
net. 

THE TALE OF BEOWULF, SOME- 
TIME KING OF THE FOLK OF 
THE WEDERGEATS. Translated 
by William Morris and A. J. 
WYATT. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

Certain of the Poetical Works may also 
be had in the following Editions : — 

THE EARTHLY PARADISE. 

Popular Edition. 5 Vols. 12mo, 
25s. ; or 5s. each, sold separately. 

The same in Ten Parts, 25*. ; or 
2s, 6d, each, sold separately. 

Cheap Edition, in 1 vol. Crown Svo, 
6*. net. 

POEMS BY THE WAY. Square 
crown Svo, 6s. 

*^^* For Mr. William Morris's other 
Works, see pp. 27, 37, 40. 

Morte Arthur: an Alliterative Poem 
of the Fourteenth Centurv. Edited 
from the Thornton MS., with Introduc- 
tion, Notes and Glossary. By Mart 
Maolbod Banks. Fcp. Svo, 3«. Qd. 

Nesbit.— LAYS AND LEGENDS. By 
E. Nbsbit (Mrs. Hubbrt Bland). 
First Series. Crown Svo, Ss. Qd. Second 
Series. With Portrait. Crown Svo, 5^. 

RamaL -SONGS OF CHILDHOOD. 
By Waltbr Ramal. With a Frontis- 
piece from a Drawing by Richard 
DOYLB. Fcp. Svo, Ss. 6d. net. 

Riley. — OLD-FASHIONED ROSES : 
Poems. By Jambs Whitoombb Rilby. 
12mo, gilt top, 58. 

Romanes.— A SELECTION FROM 
THE POEMS OF GEORGE JOHN 
ROMANES, M.A., LL.D., F.R.S. 
With an Introduction by T. Hbrbbrt 
Warrbn, President of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford. Crown Svo, is. Qd. 
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Poetry and the Drama — continued. 



Savage - Armstrong. — BALLADS 
OF DOWN. By G. F. SaVaoe-Arm- 
STRONG, M.A., D.Litt. Crown 8vo, 
7s. 6fl?. 



Shakespeare. 

BOWDLER'S FAMILY SHAKE- 
SPEARE. With 36 Woodcuts. 1 
vol. 8vo, 145. Or in 6 vols. Fcp. 
8vo, 21s. 

THE SHAKESPEARE BIRTHDAY 
BOOK. By Mary F. Dunbar. 
32mo, \s. Qd. 



Stevenson.— A CHILD'S GARDEN 
OF VERSES. By Robert Louis 
Stevenson. Fcp. Svo, gilt top, 5s. 

Trevelyan.— CECILIA GONZAGA : a 
Drama. By R. C. Trevelyan. Fcp. Svo, 
2s. 6{^. net. 

Wagner. — THE NIBELUNGEN 
RING. Done into English Verse by 
Reginald Rankin, B.A., of the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
Vol.1. Rhine Gold, The Valkyrie. Fcp. 

Svo, gilt top, 4s. hd. 
Vol. II. Siegfried, The TwiUght of the 

Gods. Fcp. Svo, gilt top, 4s. (yd. 



Fiction, Humour, etc. 



Anstey (F.). 

VOCES POPULI. (Reprinted from 
Punch.) 

First Series. With 20 Illustrations by 
J. Bernard Partridge. Crown Svo, 
gilt top, 3s. net. 

Second Series. With 25 Illustrations by 
J. Bernard Partridge. Crown Svo, 
gUt top, 3s. net. 

THE MAN FROM BLANKLEY'S, 
and other Sketches. (Reprinted from 
Punch.) With 25 Illustrations by J. 
Bernard Partridge. Crown Svo, 
gilt top, 3s. net. 

Beaconsfield (The Earl of). 

NOVELS AND TALES. Complete in 
11 vols. Crown Svo, Is. 6fl?. each, or 
in sets, 11 vols., gilt top, 15s. net. 



Vivian Grey. 

The Young Duke ; 
Count Alarcos : a 
Tragedy. 

Alroy ; Ixion in 
Heaven ; The In- 
fernal Marriage ; 
Popanilla. 

Taucred. 



Contarini Fleming ; 

The Rise of Iskan- 

der. 
Sybil. 

Henrietta Temple, 
Venetia. 
Coningsby. 
Lothair. 



EndymioD. 

NOVELS AND TALES. THE HUGH- 
ENDEN EDITION. With 2 Portraits 
and 11 Vignettes. 11 vols. Crown 
Svo, 42s. 



Bailey (H. C). 

MY LADY OF ORANGE : a Romance 
of the Netherlands in the Days of 
Alva. With S Illustrations. Chrown 
Svo, 6s. 

KARL OF ERBACH : a Tale of the 
Thirty Years' War. Crown Svo, Qs. 

Bottome. — LIFE, THE INTER- 
PRETER. By Phyllis Bottome. 
Crown Svo, ^s. 

Churchill.— SAVROLA : a Tale of the 
Revolution in Laurania. By Winston 
Spencer Churchill, M.P. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 

Crawford.— THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF A TRAMP. By J. H. Crawford. 
With a Photogravure Frontispiece * The 
Vagrants,' by Fred. Walker, and S 
other Illustrations. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

Creed. -THE VICAR OF ST. LUKE'S. 
By Sibyl Creed. Cr. Svo, 6s. 

Davenport.— BY THE RAMPARTS 
OF JEZREEL: a Romance of Jehu, 
King of Israel. By Arnold Davenport. 
With Frontispiece by Lancelot Speed. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

Dougall.— BEGGARS ALL. By L. 
Dougall. Crown Svo, 3s. 6rf. 
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Fiction, Humour, etc. — continued. 



Doyle (Sir A. Conan). 

MICAH CLAKKE: a Tale of Mon- 
mouth's RebelUon. With 10 Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo, 35, ^d. 

THE REFUGEES: a Tale of the Hugue- 
nots. With 25 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 35. 6^. 

THE STARK MUNRO LETTERS. 
Crown 8vo, Zs. 6d. 

THE CAPTAIN OF THE POLESTAR, 
and other Tales. Crown Svo, 35. 6d. 

Dyson.— THE GOLD-STEALERS : a 
Stor}^ of Waddy. By Edward Dyson, 
Author of 'Rhymes from the Mines,' 
etc. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Farrar (F. W., Late Dban of Canter- 
bury). 

DARKNESS AND DAWN : or, Scenes 
in the Days of Nero. An Historic 
Tale. Crown Svo, gilt top, 65. net. 

GATHERING CLOUDS : a Tale of the 
Days of St. Chrysostom. Crown Svo, 
gilt top, 65. net. 

Powler (Edith H.). 

THE YOUNG PRETENDERS. A Story 
of Child Life. With 12 Illustrations 
by Sir Philip Burnb-Jonbs, Bart 
drown Svo, 65. 

THE PROFESSOR'S CHILDREN. 

With 24 Illustrations by Ethel 
Kate Burgess. Crown Svo, 65. 

Francis (M. E.). 

FIANDER'S WIDOW. Crown Svo, 65. 

YEOMAN FLEETWOOD. With 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 3s. net. 

PASTORALS OF DORSET. With S 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6s. 

THE MANOR FARM. With Frontis- 
piece by Claud C. du Pr6 Cooper. 
Crown Svo, 65. 

Proude.— THE TWO CHIEFS OF 
DUNBOY : an Irish Romance of the 
Last Century. By James A. Froude. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

Haggard (H. Rider). 

ALLAN QUATERMAIN. With 31 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

ALLAN'S WIFE. With 34 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6d, 



Haggard (H. Rider) — continued, 

BEATRICE. With Frontispiece and 
Vignette. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

BLACK HEART AND WHITE 
HEART, and other Stories. With 33 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6rf. 

CLEOPATRA. With 29 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6d, 

COLONEL QUARITCH, V.C. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette. Crown 
Svo, 3s. 6d, 

DAWN. With 16 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 3s. M. 

DOCTOR THERNE. Cr. Svo, 3s. M, 

ERIC BRIGHTEYES. With 51 Illus- 
trations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

HEART OF THE WORLD. With 15 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. Qd. 

JOAN HASTE. With 20 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6fl?. 

LYSBETH. With 26 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

MAIWA'S REVENGE. Cr. Svo. Is. Qd, 

MONTEZUMA'S DAUGHTER. With 
24 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. 

MR. MEESON'S WILL. With 16 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6dJ. 

NADA THE LILY. With 23 Hlus- 
trations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6fl?. 

PEARL-MAIDEN : a Tale of the Fall 
of Jerusalem. With 16 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

SHE. With 32 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 3s. 6d. 

SWALLOW : a Tale of the Great Trek. 
With S Illustrations. Crown Svo, 
3s. 6rf. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE MIST. With 
16 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6rf. 

THE WITCH'S HEAD. With 16 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. ^, 

Haggard and Lang. — THE 
WORLD'S DESIRE. By H. Rider 
Haggard and Andrew Lang. With 
27 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 



\ 



LONGMANS AND CO:S STANDARD AND GENERAL WORKS. 27 
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Harte. — IN THE CARQUINEZ 
WOODS. By Bret Hartb. Crown 
8vo, 3s. M. 

Hope.— THE HEART OF PRINCESS 
OSRA. By Anthony Hopb. With 9 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6«?. 

Howard. — THE FAILURE OF 
SUCCESS. By Lady Mabel Howard. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Hutchinson. — A FRIEND OF 
NELSON. By Horace G. Hutchin- 
son. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Jerome.— SKETCHES IN LAVEN- 
DER : BLUE AND GREEN. By 
• Jerome K. Jerome, Author of * Three 
Men in a Boat,* etc. Crown 8vo, 3s. M. 

Joyce.— OLD CELTIC ROMANCES. 
A^elve of the most beautiful of the 
Ancient Irish Romantic Tales. Trans- 
lated from the Gaelic. By P. W. Joyce, 
LL.D. Crown 8vo, 3s. oc?. 

Lang (Andrew). 

A MONK OF FIFE ; a Story of the 
Days of Joan of Arc. With 13 
Illustrations by Selwyn Image. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. Be?. 

THE DISENTANGLERS. With 7 
Full-page Illustrations by H. J. 
Ford. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Lyall (Edna). 
THE HINDERERS. Crown 8vo, 2s. U. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A 
SLANDER. Fcp. 8vo, Is. sewed. 

Presentation Edition. With 20 Illus- 
trations by Lancelot Speed. Cr. 
8vo, 2s. 6^. net. 

DOREEN. The Story of a Singer. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

WAYFARING MEN. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

HOPE THE HERMIT : a Romance of 
Borrowdale. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Marchmont.— IN THE NAME OF A 
WOMAN : a Romance. By Arthur 
W. Marchmont. With 8 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 



Mason and Lang.— P ARSON 
KELLY. By A. E. W. Mason and 
Andrew Lang. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d 

Max Muller.— DEUTSCHE LIEBE 
(GERMAN LOVE) : Fragments from 
the Papers of an Alien. Collected by 
F. Max Muller. Translated from the 
German by G. A. M. Crown 8vo, gilt 
top, 5s. 

Melville (G. J. Whyte). 



The Gladiators. 
The Interpreter. 
Good for Nothing. 
The Queen's Maries. 

Crown 8vo, Is. Qd. each. 



Holmby House. 
Kate Coventry. 
Digby Grand. 
General Bounce. 



Merriman.— FLOTSAM : A Story of 
the Indian Mutiny. By Henry Seton 
Merriman. With Frontispiece and 
Vignette by H. G. Massey. Crown 
8vo, 3s. ^d. 

Morris (Wiluam). 

THE SUNDERING FLOOD. Crown 
8vo, 7s. M. 

THE WATER OF THE WONDROUS 
ISLES. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6c?. 

THE WELL AT THE WORLD'S END. 
2 vols. 8vo, 28s. 

THE WOOD BEYOND THE WORLD. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. net. 

THE STORY OF THE GLITTERING 
PLAIN, which has been also called 
The Land of the Living Men, or The 
Acre of the Undying. Square post 
8vo, 5s. net. 

THE ROOTS OF THE MOUNTAINS, 

wherein is told somewhat of the Lives 
of the Men of Burgdale, their Friends, 
their Neighbours, their Foenien, and 
tlieir Fellows-in-Arms. Written in 
Prose and Verse. Square cr. 8vo, 
8s. 

A TALE OF THE HOUSE OF THE 
WOLFINGS, and all the Kindreds of 
the Mark. Written in Prose and 
Verse. Square crown 8vo, 6s. 

A DREAM OF JOHN BALL, AND 
A KING'S LESSON. 16mo. 2s. net 
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Morris (William) — continued. 

NEWS FROM NOWHERE: or, An 
Epoch of Rest. Being some Chapters 
from an Utopian Romance. Post 8vo, 
Is. M. 

THE STORY OF GRETTIR THE 
STRONG. Translated from the Ice- 
landic by EiRfKR MAGNtJSSON and 
William Morris. Cr. 8vo, 5s. net 

THREE NORTHERN LOVE 
STORIES, and other Tales. Trans- 
latcni from the Icelandic by EiRfKR 
Magndsson and William Morris. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. net. 

*,* For Mr. William Morris's other 
Works, sec pp. 24, 37 and 40. 

Ne^^man (Cardinal). 

LOSS AND GAIN : The Story of a 
Convert Crown Svo, 3.?. M. 

CALLISTA: a Tale of the Third 
Century. Crown Svo, 3s. M. 

Phillipps-WoUey.— SNAP : A Le- 
gend or the Lone Mountain. By C. 
Phillipps-Wolley. With 13 Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, 3s. 6dJ. 

Portman. — STATION STUDIES : 
being the Jottings of an African Official. 
By Lionel Portman. Cr. Svo, 5s. net. 

Se^vell (EuzABETH M.). 

A Glimpse of the World. Amy Herbert 
Laneton Parsonage. Cleve Hall. 

Margaret Percival. Gertrude. 

Katharine Ashton. Home Life. 

The Earl's Daughter. After Life. 
The Experience of Life. Ursula. Ivors. 
Crown Svo, cloth plain, Is. 6c?. each ; 
cloth exlsra, gilt edges, 2s. 6c?. each. 

Sheehan.— LUKE DELMEGE. By the 
Rev. P. A. Sheehan, P.P., Author of 
' My New Curate '. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Somerville (E. (E.) and Ross 
(Martin). 

SOME EXPERIENCES OF AN 
IRISH R.M. With 31 Illustrations 
by E. (E. Somerville. Crown Svo, 6s. 

ALL ON THE IRISH SHORE : Irish 
Sketches. With Illustrations by E. 
CE. Somerville. Crown Svo, 6s. 

THE REAL CHARLOTTE. Crown 
Svo, 3s. 6^. 

THE SILVER FOX. Cr. Svo, 3s. %d. 



Stebbing. — RACHEL WULFSTAN, 
and other Stories. By W. Stebbing, 



author of * Probable 
Svo, 4s. Qd. 



Tales 



Crown 



DR. 
Fcp. 

DR 



Stevenson (Robert Louis). 

THE STRANGE CASE OF 
JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE. 
Svo, Is. sewed. Is. 6c?. cloth. 

THE STRANGE CASE OF 
JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE, WITH 
OTHER FABLES. Cr. Svo, bound 
in buckram, with gilt top, 5s. net. 

* Silver Library * Edition. C*rown 
Svo, 3s. 6d. 

MORE NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS 
—THE DYNAMITER. By Robert 
Louis Stevenson and 
DB Grift Stevenson. 
3s. 6c;. 



Fanny van 
Crown Svo, 



THE WRONG BOX. By Robert 
Louis Stevenson and Lloyd Os- 
BOURNE. Crown Svo, 3s. ^. 

Suttner — LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS 

{Die Wafen Nieder) : The Autobio- 
graphy of Martha von Tilling. By 
Bertha von Suttner. Translated by 
T. Holmes. Crown Svo, Is. 6rf. 

Trollope (Anthony). 

THE WARDEN. Crown Svo, Is. 6rf. 

BARCHESTER TOWERS. Crown Svo, 
Is. 6d. 

Walford (L. B.). 

STAY-AT-HOMES. Crown Svo, 6s. 

CHARLOTTE. Crown Svo, 6s. 

ONE OF OURSELVES. Cr. Svo, 6s. 

THE INTRUDERS. Cr. Svo, 2s. 6d. 

LEDDY MARGET. Cr. Svo, 2s. 6d. 

IVA KILDARE: a Matrimonial Pro- 
blem. Crown Svo, 2s. 6c;. 

MR. SMITH : a Part of his Life. Cr. 
Svo, 2s. 6c;. 

THE BABY'S GRANDMOTHER. 
Crown Svo, 2«. 6d. 
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Fiction, Humour, etc. — continued. 



Walford (L. B. ) — continued. 

COUSINS. Crown 8vo, 25. 6d 

TROUBLESOME DAUGHTERS. 
8vo, 2s. 6d. 



Cr. 



PAULINE. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

DTCK NETHERBY. Cr. Svo, 2s. 6d. 

THE HISTORY OF A WEEK. Cr. 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 

A STIFF-NECKED GENERATION. 
Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

NAN, and other Stories. Crown Svo, 
2s. 6d. 

THE MISCHIEF OF MONICA. Cr. 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 

THE ONE GOOD GUEST. Crown 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 

' PLOUGHED,' and other Stories. Cr. 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 



THE MATCHMAKER. 

2s. 6d. 



Crown Svo, 



Ward.— ONE POOR SCRUPLE. By 
Mrs. Wilfrid Ward. Crown Svo, 
Qs. 



Weyman (Stanley). 

THE HOUSE OF THE WOLF. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette. Crown 
Svo, Ss. Qd. 

A GENTLEMAN OF FRANCE. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 

THE RED COCKADE. With Frontis- 
piece and Vignette. Crown Svo, 6s. 

SHREWSBURY. With 24 Illustra- 
tions by Claude A. Shbpperson. 
Cr. Svo, 6s. 

SOPHIA. With Frontispiece. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 



Ifeats (S. Lbvett). 

THE CHEVALIER D'AURIAC. Cr. 
Svo, 3s. 6d. 

THE TRAITOR'S WAY. Crown Svo, 
6s. 



Yoxall.— THE ROMMANY STONE. 
By J. H. Yoxall, M.P. Crown Svo, 
6s. 



Popular Science (Natural History, etc.). 



Butler. — OUR HOUSEHOLD IN- 
SECTS. An Account of the Insect- 
Pests found in Dwelling-Houses. By 
Edward A. Butler, B.A., B.Sc. 
(Lond.). With 113 Illustrations. Cr. 
Svo, 3s. 6d. 

Furneaux (W.). 

THE OUTDOOR WORLD; or, The 
Young Collector's Handbook. With 
IS Plates (16 of which are coloured), 
and 549 Illustrations in the Text. 
Crown Svo, gilt edges, 6s. net. 



Furneaux { W. )— continued. 

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 
(British). With 12 coloured Plates 
and 241 Illustrations in the Text 
Crown Svo, gilt edges, 6s. net. 

LIFE IN PONDS AND STREAMS. 
With 8 coloured Plates and 331 Illus- 
trations in the Text. Cr. Svo, gilt 
edges, 6s. net 
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Popular Science (Natural History, etc.) — continued. 

Proctor (Richard A.)— continued. 



Hartwig (Gborge). 

THE SEA AND ITS LIVING WON- 
DERS. With 12 Plates and 303 
Woodcuts. 8vo, gilt top, 7s. net. 

THE TROPICAL WORLD. With 8 
Plates and 172 Woodcuts. 8vo, gilt 
top, 75. net. 

THE POLAR WORLD. With 3 Maps. 
8 Plates and 85 Woodcuts. 8vo, gilt 
top, 7s. net. 

THE SUBTERRANEAN WORLD. 
With 3 Maps and 80 Woodcuts. 8vo, 
gilt top, 7s. net. 

Helmholtz.— POPULAR LECTURES 
ON SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS. By 
Hermann von Helmholtz. With 68 
Woodcuts. 2 vols. Cr. 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
each. 

Hudson (W. H.). 

HAMPSHIRE DAYS. With numerous 
Illustrations from Drawings by Bryan 
Hook, etc. 8vo. 

BIRDS AND MAN. Large Crown 
8vo, 6s. net. 

NATURE IN DOWNLAND. With 12 
Plates and 14 Illustrations in the 
Text, by A. D. McCormick. 8vo, 
10s. 6d. net. 

BRITISH BIRDS. With a Chapter on 
Structure and Classification by Frank 
E. Bbddard, F.R.S. With 16 Plates 
(8 of which are Coloured), and over 
100 Illustrations in the Text. Crown 
8vo, gilt edges, 6s. net. 

Millais.— THE NATURAL HISTORY 
OF THE BRITISH SURFACE-FEED- 
ING DUCKS. By John Guille 
Millais, F.Z.S., etc. With 6 Photo- 
gravures and 66 Plates (41 in Colours) 
from Drawings by the Author, Archi- 
bald Thorburn, and from Photographs. 
Royal 4to, £6 6s. 

Proctor (Richard A.). 

LIGHT SCIENCE FOR LEISURE 
HOURS. Familiar Essays on Scien- 
tific Subjects. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6rf. 

ROUGH WAYS MADE SMOOTH, 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6rf. 



PLEASANT WAYS IN SCIENCE. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

NATURE STUDIES. By R. A. Proc- 
tor, Grant Allen, A. Wilson, T. 
Foster and E. Clodd. Cr. 8vo, 3s. 6^^. 

LEISURE READINGS. By R. A. 
Proctor, E. Clodd, A. Wilson, T. 
Foster and A. C. Ranyard. Crown 
8vo, 3s. 6d. 

*^* For Mr. Proctor's other books see 
pp. 16 atid 35 and Messrs. Longmans <& 
Co.'s Catalogue of Scientific Works. 



Stanley.— A FAMILIAR HISTORY 
OF BIRDS. By E. Stanley, D.D., 
formerly Bishop of Norwich. With 160 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6rf. 



Wood (Rev. J. G.). 

HOMES WITHOUT HANDS : A De- 
scription of the Habitations of Animals, 
classed according to their Principle of 
Construction. With 140 Illustrations. 
8vo, gilt top, 7s. net. 

INSECTS AT HOME: A Popular 
Account of British Insects, their 
Structure, Habits and Transforma- 
tions. With 700 Illustrations. 8vo, 
gilt top, 7s. net. 

INSECTS ABROAD : A Popular Ac- 
count of Foreign Insects, their 
Structure, Habits and Transforma- 
tions. With 600 Illustrations. 8vo, 
7s. net. 

OUT OF DOORS : a Selection of 
Original Articles on Practical Natural 
History. With 11 Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo, 3s. M. 

PETLAND REVISITED. With 33 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, ^. 6d. 

STRANGE DWELLINGS : a Descrip- ^ 
tion of the Habitations of Animals, 
abridged from * Homes without 
Hands '. With 60 Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo, 3s. 6d. 
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Works of Reference. 



Qwilt.— AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
ARCHITECTUKE. By J oseph Gwilt, 
F.S.A. With 1700 Engravings. Revised 
(1888), with alterations and Considerable 
Additions by Wyatt Papworth. 8vo, 
2I5. net 



Longmans' GAZETTEER OF THE 
WORLD. Edited by George G. Chis- 
HOLM, M.A., B.Sc. Imperial 8vo, I85. 
net ; cloth, 2I5. half-morocco. 



Maunder (Samuel). 

BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY. With 
Supplement brought down to 1889. 
By Rev. James Wood. Fcp. 8vo, 65. 

THE TREASURY OF BIBLE KNOW- 
LEDGE. By the Rev. J. Atre, M. A. 
With 5 Maps, 15 Plates, and 300 Wood- 
cuts. Fcp, 8vo, ^s. 

TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
LIBRARY OF REFERENCE. Fcp. 
8vo, 65. 



Maunder (SamIjel) — contimted. 

THE TREASURY OF BOTANY. 
Edited by J. Lindlbt, F.R.S., and T. 
Moore, F.L.S. With 274 Woodcuts 
and 20 Steel Plates. 2 vols. Fcp. 
8vo, 12*. 



Roget.— THESAURUS OF ENGLISH 
WORDS AND PHRASES. Classified 
and Arranged so as to Facilitate the 
Expression of Ideas and assist in Literary 
Composition. By Peter Mark Rooet, 
M.D., F.R.S. Rocomposed throughout, 
enlarged and improved, partly from the 
Author's Notes, and with a full Index, by 
the Author's Son, John Lewis Roget. 
Crown 8vo, 95. net. 



Willich.— POPULAR TABLES for 
giving information for ascertaining the 
value of Lifehold, Leasehold, and Church 
Property, the Public Funds, etc. By 
Charles M. Willich. Edited by H. 
Bknce Jones. Crown 8vo, 10*. 6^. 



Children's Books. 



Adelborg. — CLEAN PETER AND 
THE CHILDREN OF GRUBBYLEA. 
By Ottilia Adelborg. Translated 
from the Swedish by Mrs. Graham 
Wallas. With 23 Coloured Plates. 
Oblong 4to, boards, 35. Qd. net. 

Alick's Adventures. By G. R. 

With 8 Illustrations by John Hassall. 
Crown 8vo, 35. 6d. 

Brown.— THE BOOK OF SAINTS 
AND FRIENDLY BEASTS. By 
Abbie Farwbll Brown. With 8 
Illustrations by Fanny Y. Cory. Cr. 
8vo, 4s. 6d, net. 



Buckland.— TWO LITTLE RUN- 
AWAYS. Adapted from the French 
of Louis Desnoyers. By James 
BocKLAND. With 110 Illustrations by 
Cecil Aldin. Crown 8vo, 65. 



Crake (Rev. A. D.). 

EDWY THE FAIR; or, ITie First 
Chronicle of ^Escendune. Crown 8vo, 
silver top, 25. net. 

ALFGAR THE DANE ; or, The Second 
Chronicle of -^scendune. Crown 
8vo, silver top, 25. net. 

THE RIVAL HEIRS : being the Third 
and last Chronicle of ^scendune. 
Crown 8vo, silver top, 25. net. 

THE HOUSE OF WALDERNE. A 
Tale of the Cloister and the Forest in 
the Days of the Barons* Wars. Cr. 
8vo, silver top, 25. net. 

BRIAN FITZ-COUNT. A Story of 
Wallingford Castle and Dorchester 
Abbey. Crown 8vo, silver top, 25. net* 



3a L0i^6MANS AND CO.'S STANDARD ANb GENERAL WOkKS. 



Children's Books — continued. 



Henty (G. A.).— Edited by. 

YULE LOGS : A Story Book for Boys. 
By Various Authors. With 61 
Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, gilt edges, 3«. 
net. 

YULE-TIDE YARNS: a Story Book 
for Boys. By Various Authors. 
With 45 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 
gilt edges, 3«. net. 

Ijang (Andrew). — Edited by. 

THE BLUE FAIRY BOOK. With 138 
Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, gilt edges, 6s. 

THE RED FAIRY BOOK. With 100 
Illustrations. Cr. Svo, gilt edges, 65. 

THE GREEN FAIRY BOOK. With 

99 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

THE 'grey fairy BOOK. With 65 
Illustrations. Cr. Svo, gilt edges, 6s. 

THE YELLOW FAIRY BOOK. With 
104 Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

THE PINK FAIRY BOOK. With 67 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt edges, 
6s. 

THE VIOLET FAIRY BOOK. With 
8 Coloured Plates and 54 other Illus- 
trations. Crown Svo, gilt edges, 6s. 

THE BLUE POETRY BOOK. With 

100 Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

THE TRUE STORY BOOK. With 

66 Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

THE RED TRUE STORY BOOK. 
With 100 Illustrations. Cr. Svo, gilt 
edges, 6s. 

THE ANIMAL STORY BOOK. With 

67 Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt 
edges, ^, 

THE RED BOOK OF ANIMAL 
STORIES. With 65 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, gilt edges, 6s. 

THE ARABIAN NIGHTS ENTER- 
TAINMENTS. With 66 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, gilt edges, 6s. 

THE BOOK OF ROMANCE. With 
8 Coloured Plates and 44 other 
Illustrations. Cr. Svo, gilt edges, 6s. 



livall.— THE BURGES LETTERS: a 
Record of Child Life in the Sixties. By 
Edna Lyall. With Coloured Frontis- 
piece and S other full-page Hlustrations 
by Walter S. Staoby. Crown Svo, 
2s. M. 

Meade (L. T.). 

DADDY'S BOY. With 8 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, gilt edges, 3s. net. 

DEB AND THE DUCHESS. With 7 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt edges, 
3s. net. 

THE BERESFORD PRIZE. With 7 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt edges, 
3s. net. 

THE HOUSE OF SURPRISES. With 
6 Illustrations. Crown Svo, gilt edges, 
3s. net. 

Murray.— FLOWER LEGENDS FOR 
CHILDREN. By Hilda Murray 
(the Hon. Mrs. Murray of Elibank). 
Pictured by J. S. Eland. With 
numerous Coloured and other Illustra- 
tions. Oblong 4to, 6s. 

Penrose.— CHUBBY : A NUISANCE. 
By Mrs. Penrose. With S Illustrations 
by G. G. Manton. Crown Svo, 3s. 60?. 

Praeger (Rosamond). 

THE ADVENTURES OF THE 
THREE BOLD BABES : HECTOR, 
HONORIA AND ALISANDER. A 
Story in Pictures. With 24 Coloured 
Plates and 24 Outline Pictures. 
Oblong 4to, 3s. M, 

THE FURTHER DOINGS OF THE 
THREE BOLD BABES. With 24 
Coloured Pictures and 24 Outline 
Pictures. Oblong 4to, 3s. 6<i. 

Roberts.— THE ADVENTURES OF 
CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH : Captain of 
Two Hundred and Fifty Horse, and 
sometime President of Virginia. By 
E. P. Roberts. With 17 Illustrations 
and 3 Maps. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

Stevenson.— A CHILD'S GARDEN 
OF VERSES. By Robert Louis 
Stevenson. Fcp. Svo, gilt top, 5s. 

Tappan.— OLD BALLADS IN PROSE. 
By Eva March Tappan. With 4 Illus- 
trations by Fanny Y. Cory. Crown 
Svo, gilt top, 4s. ^. net. 
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Children's Books — continued. 



Upton (Florence K. and Bertha). 

THE ADVENTURES OF TWO DUTCH 
DOLLS AND A 'GOLLIWOGG'. 

With 31 Coloured Plates and numerous 
Illustrations in the Text. Oblong 4to, 
65. 

THE GOLLIWOGG'S BICYCLE 
CLUB. With 31 Coloured Plates 
and numerous Illustrations in the 
Text. Oblong 4to, 65. 

THE GOLLIWOGG AT THE SEA- 
SIDE. With 31 Coloured Plates and 
numerous Illustrations in the Text. 
Oblong 4to, 65. 

THE GOLLIWOGG IN WAR. With 
31 Coloured Plates. Oblong 4to, 65. 

THE GOLLIWOGG'S POLAR AD- 
VENTURES. With 31 Coloured 
Plates. Oblong 4to, 65. 



Upton (Florence K. and Bertha) — 

continued. 

THE GOLLIWOGG'S AUTO-GO- 
CART. With 31 Coloured Plates 
and numerous Illustrations in the 
Text. Oblong 4to, 6*. 

THE GOLLIWOGG'S AIR-SHIP. 
With 30 Coloured Pictures and 
numerous Illustrations in the Text. 
Oblong 4to, 65. 

THE VEGE-MEN'S REVENGE. With 
31 Coloured Plates and numerous Illus- 
trations in the Text. Oblong 4to, 6«. 

Wemyss.— ' THINGS WE THOUGHT' 
OF ' : Told from a Child's Point of 
View. By Mary C. E. Wemyss, 
Author of * All About All of Us '. With 
8 Illustrations in Colour by S. R. 
Praegbr. Crown 8vo, 35. M, 



THE SILVER LIBRARY. 

Crown 8vo, 3^. M. bach Volume. 



Arnold's (Sir Edwin) Seas and Lands. 

With 71 Illustrations. 3s. ^d. 

Bagehot*8 (W.) Biographical Studies. 

3s. 6c?. 

Bagehot's (W.) Economic Studies. 3s. ^d. 

Bagehot's (W.) Literary Studies. With 
Portrait. 3 vols. 3s. 6fl?. each. 

Baker's (Sir S. W.) Eight Years in Ceylon. 

With 6 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Baker's (Sir S. W.) Rifle and Hound in 
Ceylon. With 6 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Baring-Gould's (Rev. S.) Curious Myths of 
the Middle Ages. 3s. M. 

Baring-Oould's (Rev. S.) Origin and De- 
velopment of Religious Belief. 2 vols. 
3s. 6c?. each. 

Becker's ( W. A.) Callus : or, Roman Scenes 
in th'. Time of Augustus. With 26 Illus- 
trations. 3s. 6c?. 

Becker's (W. A.) Charicles: or, Illustra- 
tions of the Private Life of the Ancient 
Greeks. With 26 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Bent's (J. T.) The Ruined Cities of Ma- 
shonaland. With 117 Illustrations. 
3s. ^d, 

Brassey's (Lady) A Voyage in the * Sun- 
beam '. With 66 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 



Buckle's (H. T.) History of Civilisation in 
England. 3 vols. 10s. 6c?. 

Churchill's (Winston S.) The Story of the 
Malakand Field Force, 1897. With 6 
Maps and Plans. 3s. 6fl?. 

Clodd's (E.) Story of Creation: a Plain 
Account of Evolution. With 77 Illus- 
trations. 3s. 6c?. 

Conybeare (Rev. W. J.) and Howson's 
(Very Rev. J. S.) Life and Epistles of 
St. Paul. With 46 Illustrations. 3s. M. 

Dougan's(L.)BeggarsAll;aNovel. 3s. 6c?. 

Doyle's (Sir A. Conan) Micah Clarke. A 



Tale of Monmouth's Rebellion. 
10 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 



With 



Doyle's (Sir A. Conan) The Captain of the 
Polestar, and other Tales. 3s. 6c?. 

Doyle's (Sir A. Conan) The Refugees : A 

Tale of the Huguenots. With 25 Il- 
lustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Doyle's (Sir A. Conan) The Stark Hunro 
Letters. 3s. 6e2. 

Froude's (J. A.) The History of England, 

from the Fall of Wolsey to the Defeat 
of the Spanish Armada. 12 vols. 3s. 
6g?. each. 
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THE SILVER \ABRAR\— continued. 



Froude*8 (J. A.) The English in Ireland. 

3 vols. 105. 6rf. 
Froude*B (J. A.) The Divorce of Catherine 

of Aragon. 3«. 6c2. 

Froude's (J. A.) The Spanish Story of 
the Armada, and other Essays. Zs. 6c?. 

Fronde's (J. A.) English Seamen in the 
Sixteenth Century. 3^. Qd. 

Froude*B (J. A.) Short Studies on Great 
Subjects. 4 vols. 3^. Qd. each. 

Froude*s (J. A.) Oceana, or England 
and her Colonies. With 9 Illustrations. 
Zs. Qd. 

Fronde's (J. A.) The Council of Trent. 
35. 6d. 

Froude*s (J. A.) The Life and Letters of 
Erasmus; 3^. 6d. 

Froude*s (J. A.) Thomas Carlyle: a 
History of his Life. 
1795-1835. 2 vols. 75. 
1834-1881. 2 vols. 78. 

Froude*B (J. A.) Cnsar : a Sketch. 35. 6d. 

Froude*s (J. A.) The Two Chiefs of Dun- 
boy : an Irish Komance of the Last Cen- 
tury. 35. 6d. 

Froude*s (J. A.) Writings, Selections f^om. 

35. 6d. 

Oleig's (Rev. G. R.) Life of the Duke of 
Wellington. With Portrait. 35. Qd. 

Greyille*8 (C. C. F.) Journal of the 
Reigns of King George lY., King 
William lY., and Queen Yictoria. 
8 vols. 35. 6d. each. 

Haggard's (H. R.) She: A History of 
Adventure. With 32 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Allan Quatermain. 

With 20 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Colonel Quaritch, 

Y.C. : a Tale of Country Life. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Cleopatra. With 29 
Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Eric Brighteyes. 

With 51 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Beatrice. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette. 3s. 6d. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Black Heart and White 

Heart. With 33 Illustrations. 35. 6d. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Allan's Wife. With 
34 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Heart of the World. 

With 15 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 



Haggard's (H. R.) Montezuma's Daugh- 
ter. With 25 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Swallow : a Tale of the 
Great Trek. With 8 Illustrations. 35.6c?. 

Haggard's (H. R.) The Witch's Head. 

With 16 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Mr. Meeson's Will. 

With 16 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Nada the Lily. With 
23 Illustrations. 35. 6^. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Dawn. With 16 Illus- 
trations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) The People of the Hist. 
With 16 Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard's (H. R.) Joan Haste. With 20 
Illustrations. 35. Qd. 

Haggard (H. R.) and Lang's (A.) The 
World's Desire. With 27 Illus. 35. Qd, 

Harte's (Bret) In the Carquinez Woods, 
and other Stories. 35. Qd. 

Helmholtz's (Hermann von) Popular Lec- 
tures on Scientific Subjects. With 68 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 35. Qd. each. 

Hope's (Anthony) The Heart of Princess 
Osra. With 9 Illustrations. 35. Qd, 

Hewitt's (W.) Yisits to Remarkable 
Places. With 80 Illustrations. 35. 6^. 

JeflTeries' (R.) The Story of My Heart : My 

Autobiography. With Portrait. 35. Qd. 

JeflTeries' (R.) Field and Hedgerow. 

With Portrait. 35. Qd, 

JeflTeries' (R.) Red Deer. With 17 Illus- 
trations. 35. Qd. 

JeflTeries' (R.) Wood Magic: a Fable. 
With Frontispiece and Vignette by E. 
V. B. 35. Qd. 

JeflTeries' (R.) The Toilers of the Field. 

With Portrait from the Bust in Salis- 
bury Cathedral. 35. Qd. 

Kaye (Sir J.) and Malleson's (Colonel) 
History of the Indian Mutiny of 
1857-8. 6 vols. 35. Qd, each. 

Knight's (E. F.) The Cruise of the *Alerte': 

the Narrative of a Search for Treas re 
on the Desert Island of Trinidad. "VN i. h 
2 Maps and 23 Illustrations. 35. Qd, 

Knight's (E. F.) Where Three Empires 
Meet: a Narrative of Recent Travel in 
Kashmir, Western Tibet, Baltistan, 
Gilgit. With a Map and 54 lUustra* 
tions. 35. Qd, 
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THE SILVER lABRARN— continued. 

(R. A.) The Orbs Around Us. 



Knight's (E. F.) The < Falcon* on the 
Baltic : a ^Coasting Voyage from Ham- 
mersmith to Copenhagen in a Three- 
Ton Yacht. With Map and 11 Illus- 
trations. 3s. M, 

Kdstlin*8 (J.) Life of Luther. With 62 
Illustrations and 4 Facsimiles of MSS. 

Lan|*s (A.) Angling Sketches. With 20 
Illustrations. 35. ^d. 

Lang*s (A.) Custom and Myth : Studies 
of Early Usage and Belief. 3s. 6«?. 

Lang's (A.) Cock Lane and Common- 
Sense. 3s. ^. 

Lang's (A.) The Book of Dreams and 
Ghosts. 3s. M. 

Lang's (A.) A Monk of Fife: a Story of 
the Days of Joan of Arc. With 13 Il- 
lustrations. 3s. ^. 

Lang's (A.) Myth, Ritual and Religion. 

2 vols. 7s. 

Lees (J. A.) and Clutterbuck's (W.J.) B.C. 
1887, A Ramble in British Columbia. 

With Maps and 75 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Levett- Yeats' (8.) The Chevalier 
D'Auriac. 3s. Qd. 

Hacaulay's (Lord) Complete Works. 

* Albany ' Edition. With 12 Portraits. 
12 vols. 3s. 6fl?. each. 

Macaulay's (Lord) Essays and Lays of 
Ancient Rome, etc. With Portrait and 
4 Illustrations to the 'Lays'. 3s. 6c?. 

Hacleod's (H. D.) Elements of Banking. 

3s. 60?. 
Marshman's (J. C.) Memoirs of Sir Henry 

Havelock. 3s. 6^. 

Mason (A. E. W.) and Lang's (A.) Parson 
Kelly. 3s. M. 

Merivale's (Dean) History of the Romans 
under the Empire. 8 vols. 3s. Qd. each. 

Merriman's (H. S.) Flotsam : a Tale of 
the Indian Mutiny. 3s. M. 

Mill's (J. S.) Political Economy. 3s. 6e2. 

Mill's (J. S.) System of Logic. 3s. 6c?. 

Milner's (Geo.) Country Pleasures: the 

Chronicle of a year chiefly in a Garden. 

3s. 6c?. 
Hansen's (F.) The First Crossing of 

Greenland. With 142 Illustrations and 

a Map. 3s. 6c?. 

Phillipps-Wolley's (C.) Snap: a Legend 
of the Lone Mountain. With 13 Illus- 
trations. 3s. M,. 



Proctor's 

3s. 6c?. 

Proctor's (R. A.) The Expanse of Heaven. 

3s. 6c?. 
Proctor's (R. A.) Light Science for 

Leisure Hours. 3s. Qd. 
Proctor's (R. A.) The Moon. 3s. 6c?. 

Proctor's (R. A.) Other Worlds than 
Ours. 3s. 6c?. 

Proctor's (R. A.) Our Place among Infi- 
nities: a Series of Essays contrasting 
our Little Abode in Space and Time 
with the Infinities around us. 3s. 6d 

Proctor's (R. A.) Other Suns than 

Ours. 3s. 6e2. 
Proctor's (R. A.) Rough Ways made 

Smooth. 3s. 6c?. 

Proctor's (R. A.) Pleasant Ways in 

Science. 3s. M. 
Proctor's (R. A.) Myths and Marvels 

of Astronomy. 3s. ^. 
Proctor's (R. A.) Nature Studies. 3s. 6c?. 

Proctor's (R. A.) Leisure Readings. By R. 
A. Proctor, Edward Clodd, Andrew 
Wilson, Thomas Foster and A. C. 
Ranyard. With Illustrations. 3s. 6g?. 

Rossetti's (Maria F.) A Shadow of Dante. 

3s. M. 
Smith's (R. Bosworth) Carthage and the 

Carthaginians. With Maps, Plans, etc. 

3s. 6c?. 
Stanley's (Bishop) Familiar History of 

Birds. With 160 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Stephen's (Sir L.) The Playground of 

Europe (The Alps). With 4 Illustrations. 

3s. 6^. 
Stevenson's (R. L.) The Strange Case of 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; with other 

Fables. 3s. 6c?. 
Stevenson (R. L.) and Osbourne's (LI.) 

The Wrong Box. 3s. Qd. 

Stevenson (Robt. Louis) and Stevenson's 
(Fanny van de Grift) More New Arabian 
Nights. — The Dynamiter. 3s. 6c?. 

Trevelyan's (Sir G. 0.) The Early History 
of Charles James Fox. 3s. 6^. 

Wey man's (Stanley J.) The House of 

the Wolf: a Romance. 3s. 6c?. 
Wood's (Rev. J. G.) Petland Revisited. 

With 33 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 

Wood's (Rev. J. G.) Strange Dwellings. 

With 60 Illustrations. 3s. 6c?. 
Wood's (Rev. J. G.) Out of Doors. With 
11 Illustrations. 3s. ^, 
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Cookery, Domestic Manas^ement, etc. 



Acton.— MODERN COOKERY. By 
Eliza Acton. With 150 Woodcuts. 
Fcp. 8vo, 4s. M, 

Angwin. — SIMPLE HINTS ON 
CHOICE OF FOOD, with Tested and 
Economical Recipes. For Schools, 
Homes and Classes for Technical In- 
struction. By M. C. Angwin, Diplo- 
mate (First Class) of the National Union 
for the Technical Training of Women, 
etc. Crown 8vo, \s. 

Ashby.— HEALTH IN THE NUR- 
SERY. By Henry Ashby, M.D., 
F.R.C.P., Physician to the Manchester 
ChUdren's Hospital. W ith 25 Illustra- 
tions. Cr. 8vo, 3s. net. 

Bull (Thomas, M.D.). 

HINl'S TO MOTHERS ON THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THEIR 
HEALTH DURING THE PERIOD 
OF PREGNANCY. Fcp. Svo, sewed, 
Is. 6c?. ; cloth, gilt edges, 2s. net. 

THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT 
OF CHILDREN IN HEALTH AND 
DISEASE. Fcp. Svo, sewed. Is. 6d ; 
cloth, gilt edges, 2s. net. 

De Sails (Mrs.). 

A LA MODE COOKERY: UP-TO- 
DATE RECIPES. With 24 Plates 
(16 in Colour). Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

CAKES AND CONFECTIONS A LA 
MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d 

DOGS : A Manual for Amateurs. Fcp. 
Svo, Is. 6c?. 

DRESSED GAME AND POULTRY 
A. LA MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. ^d. 

DRESSED VEGETABLES A LA 
MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. U. 

DRINKS A LA MODE. Fcp. Svo, 
Is. 6c?. 



De Salts (Mrs.) — continued. 

ENTREES X LA MODE. Fcp. Svo. 
Is. 6c?. 

FLORAL DECORATIONS. Fcp. Svo, 
Is. 6d, 

GARDENING X LA MODE. Fcp. Svo. 
Part I., Vegetables, Is. 6c?. Part II., 
Fruits, Is. Qd. 

NATIONAL VIANDS A LA MODE. 
Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d. 

NEW-LAID EGGS. Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d. 

OYSTERS X LA MODE. Fcp. Svo, 
Is. 6d. 

PUDDINGS AND PASTRY X LA 
MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d. 

SAVOURIES A LA MODE. Fcp. Svo, 
Is. Qd. 

SOUPS AND DRESSED FISH A LA 
MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. Qd, 

SWEETS AND SUPPER DISHES A 
LA MODE. Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d. 

TEMPTING DISHES FOR SMALL 
INCOMES. Fcp. Svo, Is. 6d. 

WRINKLES AND NOTIONS FOR 
EVERY HOUSEHOLD. Crown Svo, 
Is. 6c?. 

Lear.— MAIGRE COOKERY. By H. 
L. Sidney Lbar. 16mo, 2s. 

Poole.— COOKERY FOR THE DIA- 
BETIC. By W. H. and Mrs. Poole. 
With Preface by Dr. Pavy. Fcp. Svo, 
2s. 6g?. 

Rotheram. — HOUSEHOLD COOK- 
ERY RECIPES. By M. A. Rotheram, 
First Class Diplomee, National Training 
School of Cookery, London ; Instructress 
to the Bedfordshire County Councfl. 
Crown Svo, 2s. 



The Fine Arts and Music. 



Burne- Jones. - THE BEGINNING 
OF THE WORLD: Twenty -five 
Pictures by Sir Edward Burne-Jones, 
Bart. Medium 4to, Boards, 7s. Qd. net. 

Burns and Colenso. — LIVING 
ANATOMY. By Cecil L. Burns, 
R.B.A., and Robert J. Colenso, M.A., 
M.D. 40 Plates, 11^ x S| in., each 
Plate containing Two Figures — (a) A 
Natural Male or Female Figure ; (6) Tlie 
same Figure Anatomised. In a Portfolio. 
7s. Qd. net. 



Hamlin.— A TEXT-BOOK OF THE 
HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE. By 
A. D. F. Hamlin, A.M. With 229 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Ha^^eis (Rev. H. R.). 

MUSIC AND MORALS. With Portrait 
of the Author. Crown Svo, 6s. net. 

MY MUSICAL LIFE. With Portrait 
of Richard Wagner and 3 Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo, 6s. net. 
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Fine Arts and Music — continued. 



Huish, Head and Iiongman.— 
SAMPLERS AND TAPESTOY EM- 
BROIDERIES. By Marcus B. Huish, 
LL.B. ; also 'The Stitchery of the 
Same,' by Mrs. Head ; and * Foreign 
Samplers,' by Mrs. C. J. Longman. 
With 30 Reproductions in Colour and 
40 Illustrations in Monochrome. 4to, 
£2 2s. net. 



Hullah.— THE HISTORY OF MO- 
DERN MUSIC. By John Hullah. 
8vo, 85. 6d. 



Jameson (Mrs. Anna). 

SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART, 
containing Legends of the Angels 
and Archangels, the Evangelists, 
the Apostles, the Doctors of the 
Church, St. Mary Magdalene, the 
Patron Saints, the Martyrs, the Early 
Bishops, the Hermits and the Warrior- 
Saints of Christendom, as represented 
in the Fine Arts. With 19 Etchings 
and 187 Woodcuts. 2 vols. Svo, 205. 
net. 

LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC 
ORDERS, as represented in the Fine 
Arts, comprising the Benedictines and 
Au^stines, and Orders derived from 
their rules, the Mendicant Orders, the 
Jesuits, and the Order of the Visita- 
tion of St. Mary. With 11 Etchings 
and 88 Woodcute. 1 vol. 8vo, \0s. net. 

LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, OR 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. Devo- 
tional with and without the Infant 
Jesus, Historical from the Annuncia- 
tion to the Assumption, as represented 
in Sacred and Legendary Christian 
Art. With 27 Etchings and 165 
Woodcuts. 1 vol. Svo, IO5. net. 

THE HISTORY OF OUR LORD, as 
exemplified in Works of Art, with 
that of His Types, St. John the 
Baptist, and other persons of the Old 
and New Testament. Commenced by 
the late Mrs. Jameson ; continued 
and completed by Lady Eastlake. 
With 31 Etchings and 281 Woodcuts. 
2 vols. Svo, 2O5. not. 



Kristeller.— ANDREA MANTEGNA. 
By Paul Kristeller. Engliali Edition 
by S. Arthur Strong, M.A., Librarian 
to the House of Lords, and at Chats- 
worth. With 26 Photogravure Plates 
and 162 Illustrations in the Text. 4to, 
gilt top, £3 10;?. net. 



Macfarren.— LECTURES ON HAR- 
MONY. BySirGKORGE A. Macfarren. 
Svo, 12*. 



Morris (Willlam). 

ARCHITECTURE, INDUSTRY AND 
WEALTH. CoUected Papers. Crown 
Svo, 6s. net. 

HOPES AND FEARS FOR ART. Five 
Lectures delivered in Birmingham, 
Loudon, etc., in 1878-1881. Crown 
Svo, 45. 6rf. 

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES TO 
STUDENl'S OF THE BIRMING- 
HAM MUNICIPAL SCHOOL OF 
ART ON 21sT FEBRUARY, 1894. 
Svo, 2s. 6dJ. net. {Printed in * Oolden ' 
Type.) 

SOME HINTS ON PATTERN -DE- 
SIGNING : a Lecture delivered at 
the Working Men's College, London, 
on 10th December, 1881. Svo, 25. 6rf. 
net. [Printed in ' Golden * Type.) 

ARTS AND ITS PRODUCERS (1888) 
AND THE ARTS AND CRAFTS OF 
TO-DAY (1889). Svo, 2s. Qd. net. 
[Printed in ' Golden* Type.) 

ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY, 
AND WESTMINSTER ABBEY. Two 
Papers read before the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings. Svo, 
25. Qd. net. [Printed in ' Golden ' Type. ) 

ARTS AND CRAFTS ESSAYS BY 
MEMBERS OF THE ARTS AND 
CRAFTS EXHIBITION SOCIETY. 
With a Preface by William Morris. 
Crown Svo, 25. Qd. net. 

*^* For Mr. WUliam Morrises other 
works see pp. 24, 27 and 40. 
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Robertson.— OLD ENGLISH SONGS 
AND DANCES. Decorated in Colour 
by W. Graham Robertson. Royal 
4to, 42s. net. 

VanderpoeL— COLOUR PROBLEM^ : 

a Practical Manual for the Lay Student 
of Colour. By Emily Notes Vander- 
POEL. With 117 Plates in Colour. 
Square 8vo, 21s. net. 

Van Dyke.— A TEXT-BOOK ON THE 
HISTORY OF PAINTING. By John 
C. Van Dyke. With 110 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 



Wellington. -A DESCRIPTIVE AND 
HISTORICAL CATALOGUE OF THE 
COLLECTIONS OF PICTURES AND 
SCULPTURE AT APSLEY HOUSE, 
LONDON. By Evelyn, Duchess of 
Wellington. Illustrated by 52 Photo- 
Engraving, specially executed by 
Braun, Clement & Co., of Paris. 2 
vols. Royal 4to, j£6 6s. net. 

Willard. — HISTORY OF MODERN 
ITALIAN ART. By Ashton Rollins 
Willard. Part I. Sculpture. Part II. 
Painting. Part III. Architecture. With 
Photogravure Frontispiece and numer- 
ous full-page Illustrations. 8vo, 21sT net. 



Miscellaneous and Critical Works. 



Auto da F^ and other Essays : 

some being Essays in Fiction. By the 
Author of * Essays in Paradox ' and 
* Exploded Ideas '. Crown Svo, 5s. 

Bagehot.— LITERARY STUDIES. By 
Walter Bagehot. With Portrait. 3 
vols. Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. each. 

Baker.— EDUCATION AND LIFE : 
Papers and Addresses. By James H. 
Baker, M. A., LL.D. Crown Svo, 4s. ^d. 

Baring-Gould.- CURIOUS MYTHS 
OF THE MIDDLE AGES. By Rev. S. 
Baring-Gould. Crown Svo, 3s. 6^?. 

Baynes.— SHAKESPEARE STUDIES, 
and other Essays. By the late Thomas 
Spencer Baynes, LL.B., LL.D. With 
a Biographical Preface by Professor 
Lewis Campbell. Crown Svo, 7s. 6c?. 

BonnelL - CHARLOTTE BRONTE, 
GEORGE ELIOT, JANE AUSTEN : 
Studies in their Works. By Henry H. 
Bonnell. Crown Svo, 7s. M. net. 

Booth. — THE DISCOVERY -AND 
DECIPHERMENT OF THE TRI- 
LINGUAL CUNEIFORM INSCRIP- 
TIONS. By Arthur John Booth, 
M.A. With a Plan of Persepolis. Svo, 
14s. net. 

Charities Register, THE ANNUAL, 
AND DIGEST; being a Classified Re- 
gister of Charities in or available in the 
Metropolis. Svo, 5s. net. 

Christie.— SELECTED ESSAYS. By 
Richard Copley Christie, M.A. 
Oxon., Hon. LL.D. Vict. With 2 Por- 
traits and 3 other Illustrations. Svo, 
12s. net. 



Dickinson.— KING ARTHUR IN 
CORNWALL. By W. Howship Dick- 
inson, M.D. With 5 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo, 4s. 6fl?. 

Essays in Paradox. By the Author 
of * Exploded Ideas * and • Times and 
Days '. Crown Svo, 5s. 

Evans.- THE ANCIENT STONE IM- 
PLEMENTS, WEAPONS AND ORNA- 
MENTS OF GREAT BRITAIN. By 
Sir John Evans, K.C.B. With 537 
Illustrations. Svo, 10s. 6c?. net. 

Exploded Ideas, AND OTHER 
ESSAYS. By the Author of * Times and 
Days *. Crown Svo, 5s. 

Frost.— A MEDLEY BOOK. By Geo. 
Frost. Crown Svo, 3s. M. net. 

Qeikie. — THE VICAR AND HIS 
FRIENDS. Reported by Cunningham 
Gbikie, D.D., LL.D. Cr. Svo, 5s. net. 

Gilkes.— THE NEW REVOLUTION. 
By A. H. Gilkes, Master of Dulwich 
College. Fcp. Svo, Is. net. 

Haggard (H. Rider). 

A FARMER'S YEAR: being his 
Commonplace Book for 189S. With 
36 Illustrations. Cr. Svo, 7s. 6rf. net 
RURAL ENGLAND. With 23 Agri- 
cultural Maps and 56 Illustrations from 
Photographs. 2 vols., Svo,. 36s. net. 

Hoenig.— INQUIRIES CONCERNING 
THE TACTICS OF THE FUTURE. 
By Fritz Hoenig. With 1 Sketch in 
the Text and 5 Maps. Translated by 
Captain H. M. Bower. Svo, 15s. net. 
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Hutchinson.— DREAMS AND THEIR 
MEANINGS. By Horace G. Hutchin- 
son. 8vo, gilt top, 95. 6c?. net. 

JefFeries (Richard). 

FIELD AND HEDGEROW. With 

Portrait. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6c?. 
THE STORY OF MY HEART: my 

Autobiography. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6c?. 
RED DEER. With 17 Illustrations. 

Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. 
THE TOILERS OF THE FIELD. Cr. 

Svo, 3s. 6c?. 
WOOD MAGIC : a Fable. Crown Svo, 

3s. 6c?. 

Jekyll (Gertrude). 

HOME AND GARDEN: Notes and 
Thoughts, Practical and Critical, of a 
Worker in both. With 53 Illustra- 
tions from Photographs. Svo, 10s. 6c?. 
net. 

WOOD AND GARDEN : Notes and 
Thoughts, Practical and Critical, of a 
Working Amateur. With 71 Photo- 
graphs. Svo, 10s. 6c?. net ^ 

Johnson (J. & J. H. ). 

THE PATENTEE'S MANUAL : a 
Treatise on the Law and Practice of 
Letters Patent Svo, 10s. 6c^. 

AN EPITOME OF THE LAW AND 
PRACTICE CONNECTED WITH 
PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS. 
With a Reprint of the Patents Acts 
of 1S83, 18S5, 1SS6 and 1S88. Crown 
Svo, 2s. 6c?. 

Joyce.— THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY 
OF IRISH NAMES OF PLACES. By 
P. W. Joyce, LL.D. 2 vols. Crown 
Svo, 5s. each. 

Lang (Andrew). 

LETTERS TO DEAD AUTHORS. 

Fcp. Svo, 2s. ^. net. 
BOOKS AND BOOKMEN. With 2 

Coloured Plates and 17 Illustrations. 

Fcp. Svo, 2s. ^. net. 
OLD FRIENDS. Fcp. Svo, 2s. 6c?. net. 
LETTERS ON LITERATURE. Fcp. 

Svo, 2s. 6c?. net. 
ESSAYS IN LITTLE. With Portrait 

of the Author. Crown Svo, 2s. 6c?. 
COCK LANE AND COMMON-SENSE. 

Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. 
THE BOOK OF DREAMS AND 

GHOSTS. Crown Svo, 3s. 6c?. 



Maryon. — HOW THE GARDEN 
GREW. By Maud Maryon. With 4 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 5s. net. 

Matthews.— NOTES ON SPEECH- 
MAKING. By Brander Matthews. 
Fcp. Svo, Is. 6c?. net 

Max Miiller (The Right Hon. F. ). 

COLLECTED WORKS. IS vols. Cr. 
Svo, 5s. each. 

Vol. I. Natural Religion : the 
Gifford Lectures, ISSS. 

Vol. II. Physical Religion : ihe 
Gifford Lectures, 1890. 

Vol. III. Anthropological Reu- 
GION : the Gifford Lectures, 1891. 

Vol. IV. Theosophy; or. Psycholo- 
gical Religion : the Gifford Lectures, 
1892. 

Chips from a German Workshop. 

Vol. V. Recent Essays and Addresses. 

Vol. VI. Biographical Essays. 

Vol. VII. Essays on Language and 
Literature. 

Vol. VIII. Essays on Mythology and 
Folk-lore. 



Vol. IX. The Origin and Growth 
OF Religion, as illustrated by the 
Religions of India : the Hibbert 
Lectures, 1878. 

Vol. X. Biographies of Words, and 
THE Home of the Aryas. 

Vols. XL, XII. The Science of 
Language : Founded on Lectures 
delivered at the Royal Institution 
in 1861 and 1863. 2 vols. 10s. 

Vol. XIII. India : What can it Teach 
Us? 

Vol. XIV. Introduction to the 
Science of Religion. Four Lec- 
tures, 1870. 

Vol. XV. Ramakbish2^a : his Life 
and Sayings. 

Vol. XVI. Three Lectures on the 
Vedanta Philosophy, 1894. 

Vol. XVII. Last Essays. First 
Series. Essays on Language, Folk- 
lore, etc. 

Vol. XVIII. Last Essays. Second 
Series. Essays on the Science of 
Religion. 
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Milner. — COUNTRY PLEASURES : 
the Chronicle of a Year chietly in a 
Garden. By George Milner. Crown 
8vo, 35. M. 

Morris.— SIGNS OF CHANGE. Seven 
Lectures delivered on various Occasions. 
By William Morris. Post 8vo, 4s. Qd. 

Parker and Unwin.— THE ART OF 
BUILDING A HOME: a Collection of 
Lectures and Illustrations. By Barry 
Parker and Raymond Unwin. With 
68 b'uU-page Plates. 8vo, IO5. 6rf. net. 

Pollock.— JANE AUSTEN : her Con- 
temporaries and Herself. By Walter 
Berries Pollock. Crown 8vo, 3s. M. 
net. 

Poore (George Vivian, M.D.). 

ESSAYS ON RURAL HYGIENE. 
WiCTi 13 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 
65. Qd. 

THE DWELLING HOUSE. With 36 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 35. Qd. 

THE EARTH IN RELATION TO 
THE PRESERVATION AND DES- 
TRUCTION OF CONTAGIA : being 
tlie Milroy Lectures delivered at the 
Royal College of Physicians in 1899, 
together with other Papers on Saiiita- 
tion. With 13 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 5s. 

COLONIAL AND CAMP SANIT- 
ATION. With 11 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 2s. net. 

Rossetti.— A SHADOW OF DANTE : 
being an Essay towards studying Him- 
self, his World, and his Pilgrimage. 
By Marta Francesca Rossetti. Crown 
8vo, 3s Qd. 

Seria Ludo. By a Dilettante. 
Post 4to, 5s. net. 



« * 



(^ketches and Verses, mainly re- 
lyrinted from the St. James's Gazette. 

ShadwelL— DRINK : TEMPERANCE 
AND LEGISLATION. By Arthur 
Shad WELL, M.A., M.D. Crown 8vo, 
5s. net. 

25,000/5/03. 



Souisby (Lucy H. M.). 

STRAY THOUGHTS ON READING. 
Fcp. 8vo, 2s. 6d. net. 

STRAY THOUGHTS FOR GIRLS. 
16mo, Is. 6d. net. 

STRAY THOUGHTS FOR MOTHERS 
AND TEACHERS. Fcp. 8vo, 
2s. Qd. net. 

STRAY THOUGHTS FOR INVALIDS. 
16mo, 2s. net. 

STRAY THOUGHTS ON CHARAC- 
TER. Fcp. 8vo, 2s. Qd. net. 

Southey.— THE CORRESPONDENCE 
OF ROBERT SOUTHEY WITH 
CAROLINE BOWLES. Edited by 
Edward Dowdbn. 8vo, 14s. 

Stevens.— ON THE STOWAGE OF 
SHIPS AND THEIR CARGOES. With 
Information regarding Freights, Char- 
ter-Parties, etc. By Robert White 
Stevens. 8vo, 21s. 

Thuillier.— THE PRINCIPLES OF 
» LAND DEFENCE, AND THEIR 
APPLICATION TO THE CONDI- 
TIONS OF TO-DAY. By Captain H. 
F. Thuillier, R.E. With Maps and 
Plans. 8vo, 12s. 6c?. net 

Turner and Sutherland. — THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIAN 
LITERATURE. By Henry Gyles 
Turner and Alexander Sutherland. 
With Portraits and Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 5s. 

Warwick.— PROGRESS IN WOMEN'S 
m)UCATION IN THE BRITISH 
EMPIRE : being the Report of Confer- 
ences and a Congress held in connection 
with the Educational Section, Victorian 
Era Exhibition. Edited by the Coun- 
tess OF Warwick. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Weathers.— A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
TO GARDEN PLANTS. By John 
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